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Introduction
This six volume record is the work of four people. Colonel Campbell C, 
Johnson, U.S.A., of whom collected them all, Dr, Dorothy B, Porter who pre­
served the files of other clippings enabling the security of the Johnson 
Collections, Mrs. Cornelia Stokes who has an unfailing faith in the scholar­
ship potential of a properly maintained vertical file, and last but not least, 
myself because of my unquenchable interest in chronicling the achievements of 
our Armed Forces Command and Flag Officers.
It is the intention of this project to provide researchable records on 
the five distinctly Black sections of the World War II fighting forces. They 
are the 92nd Division in Italy and Sicily, the 93rd Division in India and the 
Solomon Islands, the Army Air Corps' fighting Pursuit Squadrons in Tunisia, 
Anzio and over Berlin, the Tank, Artillery and Engineer outfits in Belgium, 
France and England, and lastly, the services performed by the WAACS, WAVES, 
Nurses and SPARS, as well as the Navy/Marine Corps teams in the Pacific.
Newspapers bring home the real story. Reporters who were there usually 
are the ones who will determine if the factual events are to be brought to 
light, or stretched beyond belief for the unscrupulous intention of just to 
sell newspapers. Only in a few clippings is there blatantly misleading 
headlines. Although this was tempting because of the monopoly the Negro 
press had on Black war news, fortunately for us they reported our stories 
with great honesty, sincerity and sympathy.
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Furthermore, it is hoped by the author that this two-year project would 
inspire and encourage actual veterans to contribute items to enhance its 
magnitude, scope and authenticity.
Newspapers never lie. They are sometimes however, a little short on 
telling the truth! Anyone who reads these volumes will undoubtedly be 
enlightened by the truth they see before their eyes that has not been 
available since 1881-the date of the very first clipping.
Because of his position at the Selective Service, Colonel Johnsons' access 
to the press enabled many copies of the same story from many sources. 
It is indeed fortunate for us that such a visionary person as he was wise 
enough to gather all the information available and, at least store it away 
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JOHNSON, CAMPBELt CARRINGTON (J8 9 5 -
1968), army officer and social worker. He Was bom in 
Washington, D .C , on Sept. 30, 1895, the son of the 
Rev. William Henry and Ellen Berry (Lee) Johnson, His 
father served at different periods as pastor of Israel Bap* 
list Church in Washington, and Beulah and Liberty Bap­
tist Churches in Alexandria, Va. The young Johnson 
received his education in those cities. Following his 
graduation from Washington's M Street High School in 
1913, he worked at various jobs to earn cortege tuition, 
enrolling in Howard University in the fall of that year. 
When he Was forced by lack of funds to withdraw 
before the school year was over, he returned to work, 
but reentered Howard in 1915. His education was in­
terrupted once again in 1917 by World War I. He 
volunteered, and entered the Officers Training Corps at 
Fort Des Moines, Iowa, receiving his commission as first 
lieutenant of infantry on Oct. 15, 1917. He was as­
signed to the 350th Field Artillery at Camp Dix, N.J., 
where he organized and commanded Battery A, the 
war's first battery of field artillery composed of Negro 
troops. He served as commander until 1918 when all 
Negro officers in the regiment were relieved of com­
mand. The organization left for overseas duty under 
white officers who had been attached to the regiment 
for several weeks and had trained under its Negro offic­
ers. He was transferred to Washington to assist in the 
organization of the Student Army Training Corps In­
structors'Camp at Howard University, where he served 
as senior military instructor until the unit's demobiliza­
tion on Dec. 21, 1918. In November of that year he 
married Ruby Etta Murray, of Alexandria, Va., by whom 
he had one son, Campbell Carrington Jr. After the Armi­
stice he received orders to assist in the organization of 
the Reserve Officers' Training Corps unit at Howard 
University. The organization was completed on Feb. 3, 
1919, and with the rank of captain he taught military 
science and tactics there. Following his discharge from 
the service later that year, he was appointed to the 
section in the Bureau of War Risk Insurance (now the 
Veterans Administration) which handled insurance and 
compensation claims of Negro veterans. He was later 
made chief of this section and served until he resigned 
in 1923.
tn 1920 he received a B.S. degree from Howard Uni­
versity's College of Liberal Arts and in 1922 an LL.B. 
degree cum  taude from its School o f Law. He was 
admitted to practice before the North Carolina and Dis­
trict of Columbia bars in 1922, and during the years 
1922 to 1926 he maintained a limited law practice in 
the District of Columbia.
In T923 he became executive secretary of the 
Twelfth Street (later the Anthony Bowen) Branch of the 
YMCA of Washington, a position he held for seventeen 
years. It was during his administration that this institu­
tion showed steadily increasing progress in every de­
partment. His success resulted in his being made direc­
tor of a training institute for Negro YMCA secretaries 
held at Bordentown, N.J. During this period he was also 
active in community organization and race relations in 
Washington. He was one of the first to see the advan­
tages of the Community Chest method of fundraising 
campaigns. He assisted in the organization of the dis­
trict's Community Chest, and as a member of its original 
Board o f Trustees, obtained from this body a formal 
statement of policy that it would operate without dis­
crimination as to race or color. He helped organize 
neighborhood settlement houses sustained by the chest
in the southeast, southwest, and northwest sections of 
the city. Concerned about Iheir lack of recreational 
facilities, In the summer of 1932 he established a camp 
for Negro boys of Washington. He operated it for one 
season with voluntary contributions. The following year 
he persuaded A. £. Lichtman, a Washington theater 
owner, to donate funds to establish an improved facility 
to be known as Camp Lichtman. Through his efforts this 
camp was later moved to a more desirable site provided 
by the Interior Department. He spoke throughout the 
city advocating tire admission of Negro churches to the 
Washington Federation of Churches Hater the Council 
of Churches). After first turning down the proposal, the 
federation not only agreed to admit them, but later 
became one of the strongest factors in desegregation in 
the city. From 1939 to 1960 he was a member of the 
Board of Parole of the District of Columbia, serving as 
chairman for the fast fourteen years, From 1932 to 
1947 he served as instructor in sociat science in the 
School of Religion at Howard University. Although in­
terested in many phases of social welfare, housing was 
his principal and continuing interest. He considered ad­
equate housing basic to the solution of some o f the most 
serious social problems. He was one of the organizers 
of the Washington Housing Association which dealt, in 
an advisory capacity, with problems of public housing 
in the district.
In 1940 Pres. Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed him 
executive assistant to Gen. Lewis B. Hershey, the direc­
tor of Selective Service, National Headquarters, Wash­
ington. He was assigned to this civilian Selective Service 
job as a member of the army since he had remained 
active in the U.S. Army Reserve from the time of his 
discharge in 1919 until this recall to duty. By 1943 he 
had attained the rank of colonel. His duties with Selec­
tive Service included interpreting the syslem to persons 
affected by it. His many speeches and public statements 
directed to Negro veterans showed his concern for their 
successful readjustment to civilian life. He was an effec­
tive member of the Committee on the Participation of 
Negroes in the National Defense Program (1940- 
1942), which persuaded President Roosevelt to assign 
eligible Negro reserve officers to new Negro regiments 
and to give Negroes an opportunity to earn reserve 
commissions, if officer candidate schools were estab­
lished for seleclees (Franklin D. Roosevelt to Rayford 
W. Logan, chairman, Nov. 7, 1940, Roosevelt Papers, 
Hyde Park, N.Y.).
In March 1946 he was awarded the Army Commen­
dation Ribbon; in May of that year he was awarded the 
Army Distinguished Service Medal for exceptionally 
meritorious service in carrying out his military assign­
ment. In the citation accompanying the award, he was 
declared responsible for the solution of problems per­
taining to the rights, privileges, and obligations o f minor­
ity racial groups affected by the Selective Training and 
Service Act, approved Sept. 16, 1940. In 1947 he was 
assigned as executive assistant to the director. Office of 
Selective Service Records, in 1948, at the time of the 
reorganization of (he National Headquarters, he was 
assigned as assistant to the director. Selective Service 
System.
In June 1950 he was appointed by President Truman 
as a member of the National Capital Housing Authority 
and later was elected its vice-chairman. He secured 
from this body the passage of a resolution ending offi­
cial segregation in public housing in the District o f Co­
lombia.
In 1964 he was assigned as assistant director of the 
Selective Service System. His duties consisted of Super­
vision of the administrative functions of the system, 
including organization, management, personnel, incen­
tive awards, supplies, printing, statistics, and race rela­
tions. At the lime of his death he held this position with 
the rank of a senior cofonel on active duly in the U.S. 
Army. His death at his home in Washington on Aug. 22, 
1968, followed a heart attack. Buried with full military 
honors at Arlington National Cemetery, he was sur­
vived by his widow, his son, Campbell Jr., his sister 
Eudora H. Winters, five grandchildren, and other rela­
tives.
In 1968 a posthumous Legion of Merit and Distin­
guished Service Award was presented to his widow and 
son. He was cited for inspiring leadership, for contribut­
ing significantly to the successful mission of the Selec­
tive Service System, and was lauded 3s a pioneer in 
equal opportunity for minorities.
His papers contain a wealth of information and his 
personal views on a large number of vital issues. For 
instance, he stated on June 7, 1950, with respect to the 
Negroes at the Officers Training Camp, Fort Des 
Moines, towa (T917), that "the Government was still 
undecided whether to commission those Negroes who 
bad now fuffilled all the necessary training require­
ments." ff the trainees desired to remain another 
month, by that time the army would have made up its 
mind. Some good men, many of whom had left jobs 
and families, quit in disgust. By the end of the additional 
month the War Department "did determine that it 
would use a certain number of Negro officers in a sepa­
rate division." In a memorandum of March 4 ,1 9 4 1 , he 
had suggested that specially trained Negro reserve offic­
ers might be utilized in the new Negro units. A few 
weeks later (March 21, 1941) he criticized (he lack of 
opportunities for Negroes to attend West Point and An­
napolis— none had graduated from the Naval Academy 
and none between Charles Young in 1889 and Benja­
min O. Davis, )r., in 1936, from West Point.
(ohnson pointed out on Aug. 28, 1942, that the high 
degree of illiteracy among Negro selectees could be 
reduced by utilizing Negro educators in the South— yet 
he was the only Negro present at a meeting to discuss 
the subject. He further emphasized that federaf funds 
would have to be used since states could not be de­
pended on to help reduce WHeracy.
At least as early as February 1944 he was concerned 
about the postwar world. Young people did not want to 
be subjected to a "way of life where honor, decency 
and fair play are unknown." A year later ho staled (hat 
discrimination by manufacturers, lalwtr unions, and in­
dividuals had not disappeared "as though by magic." 
Even so, "w e must not let this fact deter us from our 
fluty, nor weaken our loyalty" twit should "continue to 
press for the removal of all" disabilities. Achievement
of this goal "may be one of the significant (actors in 
determining whether America actually svon  the wart" 
He pointed out In November 1944 that Negroes in 
service units had learned skids which would be helpful 
after the war was over, whereas those in combat (rain­
ing had "been taught skills in kitting and maiming which, 
it Is hoped, they w iff speedily forget upon their return."
Two of Johnson's other major interests ioefuded 
housing and home rule for the District of Columbia. 
With respect to housing, he stated on Feb. 1, 1951, as 
a member of the National Opitaf Housing Authority, 
that the question In Washington was not whether there 
should be integration, but how it should be done. On 
Nov. 14, 1952, he wrote that "there are no  sound 
reasons against permitting the residents o f the Of strict of 
Columbia to govern themselves."
Johnson was a man of great intellectual integrity, with 
high standards of conduct for all, himself included, fn 
his personal relations he was invariably charming and 
amiable. The functions he performed were both difficult 
and controversial because he stood between those too 
slow to change and those who seemed too much in a 
hurry for change. From both groups he gained respect 
and concessions which brought change where there 
had been little before. He was a man of dynamic energy 
whose activities within his community were numerous 
and varied. Forty-eight civic, social welfare, educa­
tional, and religious organizations with which he had 
been affiliated presented him with a scroll in recognition 
of twenty-five years of distinguished service to the 
Washington community.
Sources of information include materials provided by 
his son and bis sister, Eudora H. Winters. A major por­
tion of his voluminous papers is in the Moorland-Spin- 
garn Research Center, Howard University, and contains 
an informal, unfinished autobiography, copies of his 
speeches, published articles, and numerous clippings 
about his career. See also Who's W ho in  Am erica  
(1966-1967), Rayford W. Logan's H ow ard U n ive rsity: 
The First H undred Years, 7S67-7967 (1969), and the 
H ow ard U niversity ftecord  (vol. 13, May 1919).—  emmom s. rmcE
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Business M anager
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< ‘trciilnting Manager
FRA N K  S. KEKDSOK 
Editor
J. C O N K U N  JONES 
Seereta ry-Trea su rer 
JO SEPH  L. Mc LEMOKE  
A dvertising Munagor
SM ITH , JOJ1N W HITMAN.
“Eyes” conics from Kentucky. Tan Delta Sigma 
lie attended Hampton Institute. Also Ohio State 
University. During the war was Regimental Ser­
geant Major, 8th 111. Candidate for Officers’ 
Training School. “Aim high.” Will practice law 
in ( )hio.
JOHNSON. CAM P B E L L  CARRINGTON.
District of Columbia. Omega 1 ’si I ’hi. Graduated 
from Dunbar High School; also Howard Univer­
sity, li. S. Degree. Member of American Legion, 
Veteran Relief Officer. Member of Negro Ameri­
can Veterans of the World War, National Vice 
Chairman. Commissioned First Lieutenant, O. R. 
C , Des Moines. Iowa. 1917. Battery Commander, 
Battery A, .‘150th Field Artillery. Senior Military- 
Instructor, S. A. T. C., Howard University. Com­
missioned Captain, Infantry, U. S. A. Member 
of the Stylus Kappa Sigma Debating Society, 
Alpha Phi Literary Society. “Viam reperiam an 
faciam.” Has not determined where he will prac­
tice law.
S Y K ES. HORATIO C.
Hails from Virginia. Tan Delta Sigma. Attended 
public schools of Virginia. Also graduated from 
Norfolk Mission. Was Associate Justice, Tau 
Delta Sigma. Member of Masonic Lodge. Was 
employed in the Dupont Powder Plant during the 
recent war. Motto: “Nothing but the best is good 
enough.” Will practice law in Virginia.
i
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A few minutes before midnight, 
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Roosevelt had appointed Judge 
William H. Has tie, dean of the 
Howard University Law School, as 
civilian aide to the Secretary of 
W ar, Haatie, Harvard Law School 
graduate, will be "concerned with 
the development'and administra­
tion of policies looking to the fair 
and effective utilisation of Negroes 
in all branches of the military 
service.
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week the promotion on May 
13, 1942, of Major Campbell
C. Johnson 
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Commissioned a first lieutenant 
October IS , 1917, during World 
W ar 1, Colonel Johnson was pro­
moted to the rank of Captain a 
year later. In  1919 he was de­
tailed to organize the reserve of­
ficers training corps a t Howard 
University, and bacame the
i - f* •
professor of m ilitary science and 
tactics a t th a t institution.
September 11, 1919. be was 
appointed a  m ajor in the or­
ganized reserve corps, V. S . 
Army, which rank he had 
held until his present pro­
motion.
Colonel Johnson was, a t the 
time of his appointment as execu­
tive assistant to the Selective S e r­
vice director, executive secretary 
of the Twelfth Street YMCA here. 
BAR M EM BER
He is a  member of the bar of 
the D istrict of Columbia and 
North Carolina; member of the 
Board of Indetemlnate Sentence 
and Parole of the District of Co­
lumbia; national director of the 
O m e g a  Psi Phi Fraternity 's 
Achievement Project, and a mem­
ber of numerous civic and public 
welfare organizations.
His appointment as executive 
assistant to M ajor General Her­
shey in October, 1940, was wide­
ly acclaimed. Appointed to his 
position before th e  first draft
registration. Colonel Johnson was 
instrumental in seeing to it  th at 
Negroes got in on the ground
“ " ‘  W  of the Selective Barrio* Sys­
tem.
HELPED RACE
Through his influence and rec­
ommendations. Negroes occupy 
positions la th* Selective Service
System as government appeal
agents, draft board members and 
chairman, medical examiners, and 
in all other capacities lor w hit* 
they are Qualified. .
it  is thought that the activity 
of Colonel Johnson has been the 
reason why the Selective Service 
System has been practically void 
of racial discrimination in any 
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professor of Military Science ar
t  Institution,I 
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’ Colonel Johnson was, a t the time 
of his appointment as Executive As­
sistant to ths Selective Service Di­
rector, Executive Secretary of the 
Twelfth Street YMCA here. He Is a 
member of the ber of the District ot 
Columbia and North Carolina; mem­
ber of the Board of Indeterminate 
Sentence end Parole of the District 
of Columbia; National Director of the 
Omega Pal Phi Fraternity’s Achieve­
ment Project, and a member of nu­
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Limited numbers spotlight 
tokenism in the military
B Y  A L E X  P O IN S ET T
' sen io r  a r m y  o f f ic e r s
I r i g a d i t r  G e n e r a l  F r e d e r i c  E .  D a v i s o n
Aj deputy commanding officer of (lie 199th Infantry Brigade in Vietnam, Davison 
(miter), then a colonel, briefs Gen. Creighton Abrams (1.) ami Lt. Col. William C. 
C"per. Davison is the highest ranked of 35 Negro senior officers in tire Army of 
*hwi 23 are pictured on this page. He is stated for reassignment to the States.
Col. Benjamin W. Col. Campbell C. 
Johnson Johnson
Col. James B. Col. Lea A.
Col. Stanford R. 
Hicks
Cot. John W. 
Handy Jr.








Col. Van E. 
Collins




Col. Willard C. 
Stewart
Cel. Clarenct M. 
Davenport, Jr.
Cot. William D. 
Breaks Jr.




Col. Roy W. 
Barley
Col. Herbert T .  
Smith
»
Col. Nelson S. 
Brooks
Col. John R. 
Maxwell
ARMY CADETS EXCEL 
A T SUMMER CAMP
Sixteen senior cadets received Distinguished 
Military Student Awards as a result of their outstand­
ing work in ROTC Summer Camp. These presenta­
tions gave Howard the highest percentage of Distin­
guished Military Students of all schools in the First 
United States Army Area.
Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Anthony Sheppard and 
his staff have used the experiences gained at Sum­
mer Camp to inject new leadership into the Corps. 
Leadership laboratory has been changed greatly, 
allowing the cadets to plan and conduct all training 
and cover a diversified number of subjects.
In addition to the normal functions of the Corps 
of Cadets, there are many component units that con­
duct extracurricular training. These include the 
Counter Guerrilla Detachment, the Scabbard and 
Blade, the National ROTC Fraternity, the ROTC 
Band, the Rifle team and the George F. Welch Mem­
orial Drill team. The Band, Drill team, and Rifle 
team have displayed their skill and ability repeatedly.
C ol. D e W itl C ook, Prof, o f M il i ta ry  Science, ta lks to a g ro u p  
cadets.
Lt. Col. Sets 
ROTC Goals
Lieutenant Colonel Maurice 
Williams, who joined the Howard 
community in September is bring­
ing new action into the Army 
ROTC program with the goal of 
getting credit hours for it and 
making it more relevant to How­
ard students and the community 
at larqe. A  course in Revolution 
and Theories is being offered, 
and military history is peppered 
with Black faces. Guerrilla warfare 
is being studied by an auxiliary 
group. Moving into the community 
the Corps has adopted the N.W , 
Settlement House where they tu­
tor and work with pre-teens in 
projects that encourage leader­
ship and group effort.
Colonel
John Thomas Martin
Colonel Albert li. Kilby
Colonel James 11. Robinson
Colonel Alfred J. Cade
SENIOR AIR FORCE OFFICERS
Cot. Joseph A. 
Christmas
Col. Claude M. 
Dixon
Col. Giarenco D. 
Lester Jr.
Col. Hannabel M. 
Cox Jr.
Col. Dean B. 
Mohr
Col. Eart N. 
Franklin
Col. George D. 
Evans Jr.









*•1. Hsrry A. 
Sheppard
Cot. Henry L. 
Hines
Williams
tel. Vernon V. 
Haywood
Col. Dudley W. 
Stevenson
Col. Thomas J. 
Money
I
Col. Oiniet Col. Loots D.
James, Jr. Hill
Jones CampbeB
Colonel George S. Roberts
SENIOR NAVAL 
OFFICERS
Captain Way man G. C aliman }r.
Capt. Paul $. Green Capt. Thomas D. ParhaMi
Capt, Samuel L. Gravely
Wayman G. Caliman Jr.
Captain, U.S. Navy.
Wayman Caliman was born in New York City 
and enlisted in the U.S. Navy in October, 1950, as 
a seaman recruit. His first shipboard duty was on 
the VSS Cascade, a destroyer tender, and his last 
tour of sea duty before reporting in 1972 as ma­
terial department director of the Oakland, Cali­
fornia, Naval Supply Center, was as supply officer 
of the Cascade. Caliman was commissioned in 
1952 after attending Officer Candidate School and 
is the sixth known black American to attain the 
rank of captain in the U.S. Navy,1*
Colonel Herbert L. Brewer
TOP NEGRO 
MARINES
U . Col. rroolt E. Potorsen
A
i
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Vietnam Veterans Reflect on War
Last Thursday, Nov. 11, may have been just an­
other day off from work for many people. But for 
at least two university faculty members, both vet­
erans of the Vietnam War, it was a time to pay 
tribute as well as to count blessings.
Army Col. Welton E. Hamilton and Air Force Col. 
Norman A. McDaniel this past week reflected on 
their experiences in Vietnam as they prepared to 
lead Howard ROTC cadets in the official ceremony 
dedicating the Vietnam Veterans Memorial on the 
Mall.
Hamilton, who previewed the memorial last 
week, says, “It was one of the few times I realized 
that my name could have been listed up there with
Co/. Welton E. Hamilton and Col. Norman A. McDaniel 
discuss Veterans Day celebration plans.
them (the dead and soldiers missing In action) 
rather than my standing here In good health view­
ing it.”
Hamilton served In combat during two tours In 
Vietnam. He says It was there that he witnessed 
death for the first time.
McDaniel, who was a prisoner of war for seven 
years, says of the experience: "It helped me to 
realize more my strengths and weaknesses. In a lot 
of areas I found I was stronger than I thought I was. 
McDaniels was kept In solitary confinement in and 
around Hanoi for 10 months. He also endured the 
pain inflicted by the North Vietnamese guards as 
well as the psychological pain of being separated 
from his family.
For both Hamilton and McDaniel, Veterans Day 
is a time to reflect on the sacrifices made by fellow 
veterans in the defense of America.
9
^ a m p o e ii jonnson  u ie s ,
Senior Colonel in Army
Campbell C. Johnson; 72, the f. 
senior colonel on active duty irt 
the Army and assistant director 
of Selective Service, died Thurs­
day at his home, 800 4th St. SW, * c\ 
apparently from a heart attack. 1
A District native, he attended 
elementary school irt Alexandria 
'■ as well as in the District, and 
was graduated from the M 
Street High School here.
He was attending Howard Uni­
versity when World War I broke 
, out, and he volunteered for 
Army service. He was commis­
sioned in 1917 and assigned to 
the 350th Field Artillery at 
Camp Dix, N .J., where he or- 
’■ ganized and commanded the 
war’s first battery of field artil- 
lery composed of Negro troops.
He was transferred here later 
to assist in organizing the Stu- C0L* CAMPBELL C. JOHNSON 
dents Army Training Corps In­
structors Camp at Howard and 
also to serve as senior military 
instructor of the unit. 
r He organized the ROTC unit at 
J the, university in 1919, and be- 
1 came the school’s first professor 
of military science and tactics.
He later received a bachelor’s 
degree from Howard, and a doc­
tor of laws degree cum laude 
, .  from its law school. ■
51
Discharged in 1910
He was discharged from serv­
ice in 1919 and was employed at 
the Bureau of War Risk Insur­
ance, which is now in the Veter­
ans Administration. In 1923 he 
became executive secretary of 
the 12th Street Branch of the 
YMCA.
In 1940 President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt appointed him execu­
tive assistant to the Selective 
Service director. Col. Johnson 
< had remained active in the 
Army Reserve from his dis- 
•» charge until he was recalled to 
active duty in 1941. He then was 
assigned to his civilian Se'ective 
Service Job as a member of the 
Army.
In 1948 he became assistant to 
the director of Selective Service, 
and four years ago was named 
assistant director. In his position 
he supervised the administrative 
functions of the system.
Active in community affairs 
liere, he served on the first 
board of trustees of the Wash­
ington Community Chest, and 
also with the National Capital 
Housing Authority; Southeast, 
Northwest and Southwest Com­
munity Houses; and the YMCA’s 
Camp Lichtman for Negro boys.
For more than 20 years he was 
a member of the District’s 
Board of Parole, and for 15 
years taught sociology In the 
Howard University School of Re­
ligion.
Col. Johnson r e c e i v e d  
Howard's first Annual Alumni I
Graduate Achievement in 1942. 
Other citations include the 




Received Distinguished Medal 
1946, when he was present-
Federation of 
for the out- 
in the District
Award for Distinguished PostCemetery.
In
ed the Distinguished Service 
Medal, he was only the second 
Negro soldier to receive it. He 
also was awarded the Army 
Commendation Medal and re­
ceived two citations from the 
District Board of Commission­
ers.
jo l. Johnson was a member ui 
the National Council and Board 
of the YMCA, the board of the 
industrial Bank of Washington, 
and of Friendship House. He 
also belonged to the National 
Conference of Christians and 
Jews, the Washington Commit­
tee of CARE, the national USO, 
and the Nineteenth Street Bap­
tist Church.
He served on the Commission­
ers Committee of Award for Val­
or in the District police and Are 
departments, and was a mem­
ber of the Washington Commis­
sion on Mental Retardation; 
Government Services, Inc.; the 
Commission on Interracial Poli­
cies and Programs of the nation­
al YMCA and was a former 
Grand Basileus of Omega Psi 
Phi.
Besides his wife, the former 
Ruby A. Murray, he leaves a 
son, Campbell J r .  of Sacramen­
to, Calif., and five grandchil­
dren. His sister, Mrs. Eudora 
Winters of 539 N St. SW, is prin­
cipal of the Lewis School.
Friends may cal! from 3 to 9 
p.m. tomorrow at the McGuire 
Funeral Home, 1820 9th SL NW, 
and from 9 to 11 a.m. Monday at 
the Nineteenth Street Baptist 
Church, 19th and 1 Streets NW, 
where services wlH be at 11:19 
a.m. Monday,
Burial will be in Arlington
THE EVENING STAR
I Washington, D. C.
Saturday. Auggst 24, I96S
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93RD DIVISION 
IN
WORLD WAR II 
SOUTH PACIFIC BASES
NAME LOCATION
Bougainville Island............... .Largest of Solomon Islands
Green Islands...................... .Group North of Bougainville, 
Solomon Island
Kaui Island........................ .Kaui County, Hawaii
Maui Island........................ .Maui County, Hawaii
Hawaii Island...................... Hawaii County, Hawaii
Oahu Island (Bellows Field) ...... .Hawaii County, Hawaii
Molokai Island.................... .Maui County, Hawaii
Port Moresby....................... .Capital City of Papua, New Guinea
Hickam Field....................... .Honolulu, Hawaii
Milne Bay.......................... . Samarai, New Guinea
Tantana Island..................... .6 Miles from Port Moresby, 
Papau, New Guinea
Hollandia.......................... .Capital City, Netherlands 
New Guinea
Finschafen ........................ .Papua, New Guinea
Wakde Island....................... .3 Miles from Sarmi, Netherlands, 
New Guinea
Biak Island........................ .Schouten Islands, Netherlands, 
New Guinea
Howard University Museum Howard University Archives
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Toen Island 4 Miles from Wakde Island 
in Maffin Bay, Netherlands, 
New Guinea
Noemfoor Island, Middleburg 
Island, Sansapor Island
and Cape Opmarai................ Schouten Islands area on the
West Side of Sarera Bay in 
Netherlands, New Guinea
Oro Bay ............................ 20 Miles south of Buna, Papua,
New Guinea in the Dyke Ackland 
Bay. Site of the Booker T. 
Washington Club moved from 
Syndey, Australia
Efate Island........................Sandwich Island, in the Central
New Heberdies Islands
Espiritu Santo Island.............. Largest island of the New
Heberdies Islands
Noumea ............................. Capital City of New Caledonia
Emirau Island.......................St. Matthias Group in the
Bismarck Archipelago
Munda............................... City on the Northwest end of
New Georgia Island
Moratai Island......................North of Halmahera Island in
the Molucca Sea
Sydney............................. Capital City of New South
Wales, Australia. Home 
of the Booker T. Washington 
Club. In 1944 it was forced 
to move by the Austrailians, 
to Oro Bay Near Buna, New. 
Guinea 1,846 miles away
Townsville..........................City, Northern Queensland
Australia
Giru................................ City, Queensland, Australia
Cape York Are a ......................Northern Tip of the Cape York
Peninsula near Horn Island 







Sanga Sanga Island 
Palawan Island . . . .
Jolo Island ......
Zamboanga ........
Trinidad Island . . .
Tongatapu Island . 
Fiji Islands ....
AKA Island ......
City 270 miles Southeast 
of Darwin, Northern Territory, 
Australia
Large inlet of South China 
Sea on N.W. Coast of Luzon 
Island, Phillipines
Province in Northeast Mindinao, 
Phillipines on the Butuan 
Bay
Province in Southeast Mindinao, 
Philipines on the Davao Gulf
■Southwest Sulu Archipelago, 
Philipine Islands
•Island between the Mindoro 
Straits and the Sulu Sea, 
Philipine Islands
Chief Island of the Sulu 
Archipeloago between the 
Sulu Sea and the Celebes 
Sea
•City on the Basilan Straits 
Western Mindinao, Philipine 
Islands
•In the Atlantic Ocean North­
east of Venezuela, U.S. base 
located on North Shore of 
Gulf of Paria
Southern Tonga Islands in 
the Southwest Central Pacific
Southwest Pacific East of 
the New Heberdies Islands 
and Southwest of the Samoan 
Islands
Near Okinawa, in the Ryukyu 
Islands, Japan
Kerama Island Ryukyu Islands in the East 
China Sea, West of Okinawa
4
Okinawa..
Iwo J ima .
Center Island chain of the 
Ryukyu Islands between Taiwan 
and Kyushu, Japan
Central Island of the Volcano 
Islands 660 Nautical Miles 
South of Tokyo, Japan
Saipan Island
South Central Marianas Islands 
in Western Pacific, North of 
Guam Island
..... In Southern Marianias Islands
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ANOTHER MILITIA REGIMENT AS
ESCORT TO THE ARMY.
The Regulars Are to March Through 
the City Before Sailing for the Pan­
ama Canal Zone— The Annual In­
spections Begin —  A Former Na­
tional Guardsman Killed in France.
N ot to be outd one b y  the Seventh  I n ­
fa n try , the S ev en ty -first In fa n try  is  to 
inarch  as e scort to an arm y reg im en t in 
th is c ity  th is  m onth. W h en  the F irs t 
B atta lion , T h ird  B attalion, and  m ach ine 
gun com p a n y  o f  the T w en ty -n in th  U. S. 
In fa n try  com e  dow n from  F o r t  P orter  
and  F ort  N iagara, on  their w a y  to the 
P anam a Canal Z on e  fo r  station, it is u n ­
derstood  that the S ev en ty -first In fa n try  
w ill e scort the reg im en t from  the G rand 
Central station, dow n F ifth  A venu e, then 
a lon g  B road w ay  to W a ll S treet, and  to 
P ier 12, E a st  R iver, w h ere  the regu lars 
will em bark on the tra n sp ort B uford .
A s  the a rm y  tran sp ort is schedu led  to 
sail from  th is .-itv fo r  t)|P ctam|l Z on e  
on  M arch  17, tho S ev en ty -first R egim en t 
as w ell as the S ix ty -n in th  R egim en t, m ay 
have the h on or o f  m arch in g  on St. P a t ­
r ick ’s D ay. B ut the T w en ty -n in th  In ­
fa n try  m ay com e  dow n from  the u p ­
s ta te  fo r ts  the day before , so  as to e n ­
able the tra n sp ort to  sail b r ig h t and 
early  on M arch  17. T h is w ou ld  cause 
the S ev en ty -first R eg im en t to parade on 
M arch  16, leav in g  the S ix ty -n in th  R eg i­
m ent as the on ly  one o f  the loca l m ilitia 
organ ization s to parade on St. P a trick 's  
D ay . N o  order has been issued, yet by 
the com m an der o f  the S eventy-first R eg i­
m ent, bu t it is  expected  on e  will bo 
sh ortly .
THE NEGRO REGIMENT.
‘ 'If the Editor or This Evening Post:
Sir : For the benefit of those who. conjuring up 
alarms o f a thousand different sorts, have in­
dulged In specious argument ad libitum in their 
efforts to cripple the efforts o f  the negro citizens 
of Now York to secure a regiment made up wholly 
members o f their own race, we ask you to 
publish tho euclosed correspondence which tolls 
own story. When Gen. Hamilton was the 
adjutant-general o f New York bo declared that 
•*tbe experiment of introducing racial Hoes into 
' the military establishment o f the State of New 
1’ork could not l>e pursued further,”  although he 
knew at the time that the will o f the sovereign 
people of New York, expressed through their 
chosen representatives in the Legislature, had al­
ready ordained that the negroes should have a 
regiment of their own, and that the Governor of 
the State had signed the bill making it a law.
Why couldn't the “ experiment”  pe pursued in 
New York which had worked to such splendid 
success in Illinois? There are more negroes In 
New York than there are in Illinois, and the 
negroes in ixith States come from the same place— 
in most instances, from “ down South.”  The rec- 
ord which appealed to the people of Illinois before 
their negro regiment was organized was in exist­
ence at the time the legislature of New York 
voted to organize a negro regiment, and it must 
have been the basis of that solemu legislative
enactment. Yet. the negroes o f New York have 
no regiment, and their desire for one, profound 
as it is and resting upon an unimpeachable basis, 
Is referred to lightly as “ an experiment o f  in­
troducing racial lines”  into a community into 
which “ racial lines" were introduced before any 
man now living was born. We trust, and we
believe, tliut there is character enough in office 
In New York to-day to blot out this piece of
meanness and give the cdlored citizens of New 
York what is their Just due— an entire regiment 
of their own. W.
Washington, February 27.
Gentlemen : I note your inquiry, as to what 
consideration appealed to the people of Illinois, 
to _£g.use them jy> favorably consider the organ­
isation df HU.1, cuumuinu. J uubuuicu as liua or- 
ganization has been in existence for a number of 
years, and as I was not in office at that time,
-f am unable to give you a specific answer as to 
what Immediately preceded this organization. I 
assume, however, that the fact o f organization 
wns based upon demonstrated efficiency of colored 
soldiers in the past and the further fact, that 
members o f this race are certainly as loyal and 
patriotic as members of any other race of our 
citizensldp.
We have ip Illinois a complete regiment o f 
Infantry (colored), and I have no hesitancy in 
saying Hint in efficiency and the sacrifices of time 
ami Interest on the part o f  botli officers and men 
for voluntary organizations, which is absolutely 
essential for the requirement of efficiency, this 
regiment ranks among the best in the military 
service of Illinois. Replying to your request for 
expression based on the hypothesis that we had 
now no colored legiinent, but were possessed of 
the knowledge which the present organization, 
during its existence, has brought to us. n« to 
their efficiency, etc., would we oppose sueli an 
organization, I have no hesitancy in replying in 
the negative upon the assumption ibat we could, 
secure a regimeni » as hard working and as ef­
ficient, as the on* we now have.
F . S. D i c k s o n  
the ‘ djutant-Geneial, Chief o f Staff. 
General Headquarters, State o f Illinois, S|
field.
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D. C/S COLORED SOLDIERS 
ARE CITED FOR FINE BRAVERY
In  le t te r s  to  P ro f . E. A lbert C ook  
o f  H ow a rd  U n iversity , C haplain  A r ­
r in g to n  S y lvester  H elm  o f  ' W a sh in g ­
ton, a  g ra d u a te  o f  the H ow a rd  U ni­
v e rs ity  s ch oo l o f  th eo log y , te lls  h ow  
the 372d R eg im en t w a s  c ited  in 
F ren ch  arm y orders, and o f  the 
b ra v ery  d isp la yed  by co lo re d  troop s 
in  F ra n ce .
T h e  372d R eg im en t inclu d es m em ­
bers o f  the o ld  1st S eparate  B atta lion  
o f  the D is tr ic t  o f  C olum bia , and is 
in the 93d D iv is ion .
“T h e  co lon e l, Q u iller  by  nam e, com ­
m an d in g  the in fa n try  d iv is ion ,"  
C haplain  H elm  w rites , “ has re co m ­
m ended the 372d R eg im en t fo r  a  c ita ­
tion  in the orders o f  the F ren ch  arm y 
w ord ed  as fo llo w s :
F in est Q u a lity  o f  B ravery .
"  ‘Gave proof during its flrst engage­
m ent o f  the llnest q u a lity  o f  b ravery
and d arin g  w h ich  are the v irtu es  o f  
assaultihg troops.’
“ The order tells how  the troops 
started  w ith  “ su perb  g a lla n tr y "  to 
assau lt a  p os ition  “ con tin u ou sly  d e ­
fen ded  by the en em y; ta k in g  it by 
s torm  under an ex cep tion a l m ach in e  
gun tire and v ery  sev ere  losses. T h ey  
m ade num erous’ p rison ers, cap tu red  
cann ons, m achine g u n s  and im porta n t 
w a r  m ateria l."
Continuing, Chaplain Helm states: 
“ M y regim ent, becau se o f  its b ra v ery  
and dash, w on the ad m iration  o f  ou r 
M oroccan  d ivision , w h o th em selves 
are  ‘sh ock  tPoops.’ D u rin g  therrr 
hard d ays our d iv is ion  w as at all 
tim es in advance o f  a ll o th er  d iv i­
sions o f the A rm y corps.”
In  another letter, dated N ovem ber 7, 
C haplain  Helm  w rites : “ T he b la ck  
troop s acqu itted  th em selves  v ery  
cred ita b ly  in the last b ig  drive. T he 
troop s  referred  to  are  those that w ere 
in ou r  secior, three co lo red  A m erican  
reg im en ts  and one M oroccan  d ivis ion . •
W e are in a  F ren ch  d iv is ion  and have 
a F ren ch  gen era l.
G eneral C om p lim en ts  B lacks.
“T he F ren ch  g en era l com p lim en ted  
the b la ck  t ro o p s  v ery  h ig h ly . He ad ­
d ressed  u s a s  fr ien d s, from  the b o t ­
tom  o f  h is heart. He expressed  his 
g ra titu d e  fo r  the g lo ry  w h ich  m y 
reg im en t h e lp ed  to con trib u te  to  his 
d ivision .
“ Our d iv is ion  fo u g h t  hard  fo r  nine 
days. D u rin g  that tim e w e advanced  
five m iles, in the fa ce  o f  p ow erfu lly  
organ ized  d e fen ses ; w e  took  several 
tow ns, n ea rly  COO p rison ers, captured 
fifteen  gu n s o f  d ifferen t ca libers and 
n ea rly  150 m ach ine gun s. W e se­
cured an enorm ous am ount o f engi­
n eer in g  m ater ia l and im porta n t su p ­
p lies o f  a r t ille ry  am m u n ition ."

—
30 D. C. COLORED 
MEN D O  IN BATTLE
1st Separate Battalion Play­
ed Heroic Part in Defeat 
of Huns.
200 ON CASUALTY LISTS
By « Staff Correspondent.
CAMP TJPTON, N. Y., February 14. 
— Thirty colored soldiers from  the Dis­
trict o f  Columbia who went to France 
jwith the 1st Separate Battalion o f  
the District National Guard made the 
extreme sacrifice for  their country on 
the field o f  battle.
O f the more than 400 colored men 
who made up the old 1st Separate 
Battalion approxim ately 200 figured 
in casualties. These facts, obtained 
here today, indicate the active part 
which W ashington colored troops took 
in driving the Germans out o f  France. 
* /
C om in g  to  Cam p M eade.
D esp ite  the lo n g  m on th s o f  co n t in ­
uous ba ttle  w h ich  th ey  w en t th rou g h  
w ith  the F ren ch  arm y, these m en are  
in the b est o f  sp irits , as th ey  tak e  
life  easy  in th is  cam p. T h ey  w ere  
e lated  tod a y  a t the n ew s that the 
372d In fa n try , o f  w h ich  th ey  are  a 
part, is to be brok en  up in to  units, 
each un it to be sen t fo r  d em ob iliz a ­
tion  to the cam p n ea rest its hom e. 
T his is taken  to m ean that the co lored  
m en from  the D istr ic t  w ill g o  to Cam p 
Meade. T h is ch a n g e  is l ik e ly  to  be 
m ade w ith in  a w eek .
In A d d ition  to  the record  o f  ca su a l­
ties, the entire  reg im en t to  w h ich  the 
D istr ict  n eg roes  b e lon ged  w a s d e co ­
rated by  the F ren ch  gov ern m en t 
three d ays b e fo re  it sa iled  fo r  the 
U nited  States. T he reg im en t w as 
cited  severa l tim es fo r  v a lo r  w h ile  at 
the fron t, and tw en ty -fiv e  o f  the c o l ­
ored  m en from  the D istr ic t  a re  w e a r ­
in g  the c ro ix  de g u erre  fo r  d is tin ­
gu ish ed  serv ice .
I n  T ren ch es  W h en  W a r  E nded.
T h e 'o ld  1st Separate B a tta lion  w as 
in the fr o n t -lin e  tren ch es on the day 
the a rm istice  w a s  signed , and  they 
rece iv ed  the n ew s w ith  m in g led  jo y  
and d isap poin tm en t, f o r  they had m ade 
a ll p rep a ra tion s  to  advance w ith  the 
F ren ch  th rou gh  L orra in e.
T he co lo red  m en w ere  brigad ed  
w ith  the F ren ch  a rm y  the entire tim e 
they  w ere  a t the fron t.
Their m ost distinguished services wras 
rendered  at V erdu n  and in the A r - 
gon n e  fo res t . W ith  the ex cep tion  o f  
the ch ap la in , all the officers w h o 
com m an ded  th ese  co lo re d  troop s w ere  
w  ii i te.
M aj. C lark  L. D ick son , their c o m ­
m ander. is tw en ty -se v e n  years old ,
in the Am erican Arm y. He is wearing 
the c ro ix  de g u erre  f o r  b ra v ery  in 
action . E lev en  o th er  officers o f  the 
ou tfit h ave been  decorated .
S co rn ed  H u n  H e a v y  F i i s .
I The colored soldiers from  the D is­trict whipped the Germans w ho op ­posed them in the Cham pagne and 
in the A rg o n n e  fo re s t , because the 
h ea v iest fire o f  the en em y fa ile d  to 
stop  th e ir  ad van ces.
T h is  w as the sta tem en t o f  L leut- 
Jerom e M eyer, .son o f  S im on N. M eyer. 
1331 F  street, W a sh in g ton , w h o a r­
rived on the L eviathan w ith the 1st 
Separate Battalion.
T he 1st S eparate  B atta lion  -was made 
part o f  the 372d In fa n try  and b e fore  
g o in g  in to  action  w a s b r ig a d ed  w ith  
the 157th D iv is ion  o f  the F ren ch  arm y, 
under Gen. Le B ouc. A s p a rt  o f  that 
d iv is ion  the 372d In fa n try  saw  in ­
tense fig h t in g  in C ham pagne and  on 
the fr in g e  o f  the A rgon n e. A sk ed  to 
re la te  the w o r k  o f  the 372d, L ieut. 
M eyer sa id :
C olored  E ads F o u g h t to  East.
' 'C asu a lties  w ere  h eavy  becau se the 
co lo re d  lads fo u g h t  to the last, ch eer ­
fu lly  a cce p t in g  death  in p re feren ce  
to ca p tiv ity . T h eir  ad ep tn ess  in m a s­
terin g  the th row in g  o f  hand gren ad es 
and in op era tin g  the m ach ine gun s 
q ic k ly  w on  them  the esteem  o f  the 
F ren ch . R em em ber, that the co lo red  
lads w ere q u ite  n ew  to  w arfa re . B ut 
in the C h am p agn e th ey  fo u g h t  w ith  a 
p ers isten ce  and c o u ra g e  that enabled 
them  to hold  p erm an en tly  the ground  
they ga in ed  and w on  fo r  m any o f 
them  the F ren ch  C roix  de G uerre.
“ N ot a fe w  o f  the p rison ers  taken 
by  the reg im en t d e c w i fd  that the 
G erm ans w ere in p os itiv e  fea r  o f  the 
n egroes , w h o , they com p la in ed , w ou ld  
n ev er  qu it, even  un der terr ific  fire .”
( 4 ,  / < ? / ?
i38 SOLDIERS PAY 
DEBTS TO SCHWAB
11 f  »*•
Shows That Bolshevism 
Won’t Thrive in U. S.,
He Holds.
Special to The Washington Tost.
N ew Y ork , M arch 2S.— C h arles M. 
Schw ab , fo rm e r ly  head o f  the U nited 
S tates shipping: board  E m erg en cy  
Fleet C orp ora tion , is not trou b led  
ab ou t an y  in road s bolsh evism  is l ik e ­
ly  to m ake in the U nited States. H e 
has su prem e co n fid e n ce  in the sa n ­
ity, h on esty  and sta b ility  o f  the a v ­
erage  A m erican , arid in p a rticu la r  o f  
the A m erican  so ld ier, w h o  is g o in g  to 
form  the b a ck b on e  o f  A m erican  l i fe  1 
fo r  som e tim e.
“ I ’ ll te ll you  an in cid en t that w ill 
g iv e  you  on e  o f  the reason s w h y  I 
th ink  so ,”  sa id  Mr. Schw ab. “ I cam e 
hom e tw o  w eek s  a g o  on a tra n sp ort 
bea rin g  severa l thousand n eg ro  
troops. T h ere  w a s a can teen  aboard  
and the b o y s — those o f  them  w h o 
w ere lu ck y  at 'ro llin g  the b on es '—  
w ere  p a tron iz in g  it libera lly . I n o ­
ticed  one g re a t  b ig  fe llow  g iv in g  the 
can d y  stand  som e v ery  lo n g in g  
g lan ces , but he w a sn 't  d o in g  an y  
bu yin g .
“ I w en t up to him and sa id : ‘W h a t ’ s 
the id ea? A re you  b r o k e ? ’
“  ‘B oss ,’ ’ he said , ‘I a in 't  seen no p ay  
in f iv e  m on th s.’
“  ‘W e ll, ’ I said, ‘I'm  g o in g  to loan 
you  a dollar . It 's  y ou rs  and you  
needn ’ t trou b le  ab ou t g e t t in g fk  ba ck  
to m e.’ T h at g a v e  m e an idea. I d e ­
cided  to test these m en ju st  fo r  the 
fun o f  the ex p erien ce . I m ade it 
kn ow n  that I w a s w ill in g  to help  out 
an y  o f  the m en w h o w ere  b rok e , and 
154 o f  them  responded. T o  them  I 
said som eth in g  lik e  th is : ‘N ow  you  
needn ’ t p a y  th is ba ck  i f  you  d on ’ t 
w an t to. Y ou  k n ow  m e, and w h ere 
I am. Suit y o u r s e lf . ’
“ D o y ou  k n ow  w h a t?  Up to date 
138 o f  these b oy s  have sen t m e the 
m on ey  th ey  b orrow ed . It cam e ou t as 
I expected . T he b oy s  w ere  sou nd  to 
the core . T h a t ’s one o f  the m ain  rea ­
son s I ’m n ot w o r r y in g  a b ou t the f 
U nited  S ta tes g o in g  to bo lsh ev ism .’ ’ y
J U t A  l
2 4 ,  f l / f
D. C. OFFICERS WITH
Capt. T. E. Jones and Seven 
Others of 368th Regiment 
Gain Decorations.
FOUGHT IN BIG BATTLES
Special Dispatch to The Star.
NEW’  YORK, February 13.—W ash­
in g ton  officers a rr iv in g  tod a y  on the 
tra n sp ort H a rrisbu rg , w h ich  b rou g h t 
b a ck  the 368th In fa n try  (c o lo r e d ) in ­
c lu d ed :
Capt. E dm und P. E llis , en gin eers, 
2007 O street, and L ieu t. John K e a r ­
ney, ordn ance, a d ju ta n t g en era l’ s o f ­
fice.
H ea dq u arters C om pany, 368th In fa n ­
try — L ieut. H en ry  F. R ees, 927 In ­
graham  s tree t ; L ieut. L ev i A nderson , 
201 M orris road  sou th east; L ieut. J o ­
seph M artin , 1223 N ew  Jersey  avenue, 
and L ieut. D ou g la s  C. R ich ard son , 1011 
T  street. ,
C om pan y A. 368th In fa n try — Capt. 
H en ry  O. A tw ood , 1315 T stree t ; L ieut. : 
Sherm orjt R. Sew ell, 961 25th street, 
(uid Lieut. William H. Burrell, Cam eron J 
A partm ents.
. C om pany B— Lieut. Geo r g e  C lay -
h o m o m 2 -  ♦ar strggrrx.TgTrr~ -
L. Robinson, 1234 3d street southwest, 
ahd Lieut. George E. Lee. 213 T street.
. C om pan y C— Capt. E lija h  R eynolds, 
1731. 10th street, and L ieut. A lbert 
M cR eyn old s, 630 G irard  street.
C om pan y D — L ieut. W illia m  L
B arnes, 1238 W a lte r  s treet sou th east; 
L ieut. John C. C arter, 1411 M ontello  
* Venue northeast, and Lieut. R oscoe E. 
I^oper, 1904 6th street.
C om pany E— Capt. W est A. H a m il­
ton. 413 T  street, and L ieut. O scar II. 
{Smith, 625 V irg in ia  aven ue southeast.
C om pan y F— Capt. Jam es W . Jones, 
4012 Davenport street; Lieut. Leon A n­
derson , 41b 3d street, and L ieut. W a l­
k er L. Savoy, 1213 S street.
C om pany G— Capt. H ow a rd  D. 
Queen. B en n in g  road, and L ieut. T h e o ­
dore  B. T urner, 4)32 T  s tre e t  n o r th ­
w est.
“T h e  368th w en t to  F ra n ce , June 16, 
1918,”  said Capt. A tw ood . T he r e g i ­
m ent saw  serv ice  in the V osg es  sh o rt ­
ly  a fte r  a rr iva l in F ra n ce  and a fte r  
a m on th  there  w as tra n sferred  to the i 
A rgon  ne, w h ere  the men cov ered  
ihpm selves w ith  g lo r y  in the d rive  
ih a t  began Septem ber 26. The men 
are  sp lendid  so ld iers  and the co lored  
n on -com m iss ion ed  officers w e r e .g o o d  
d iscip lin a ria n s and fine leaders.
B y  th e  A s s o c ia te d  Press.
N E W  Y O R K , F eb ru a ry 15.— M any
o f  the troop s  on board  the H a rr is ­
b u rg  w ere  from  P en n sy lva n ia , w ith  
co n t in g e n ts  from  M aryland and  oth er 
sou th ern  states. Ship ’s offioers re ­
p orted  no m eals w ere  served  on F e b ­
ru ary  9 and 10 becau se  o f  the heavy  
seas. T he 368th R eg im en t, k n ow n  as 
the “ B u ffa los ,”  w en t to  F ra n ce  on 
Ju ne 15, 1918, and first saw  serv ice  
in t£e V osg es  d istrict. It had its 
h ea v ies t fig h tin g  in the A rg on n e  re ­
g io n  d u rin g  S eptem ber and  O ctober. 
Cpl. T . A. K o th w e ll o f  th is c ity , w ho 
com m an ded  the troop s  in a ct ion , d e ­
c la re d  they m ade g ood  so ld iers  and 
beh aved  rem a rk a b ly  w e ll in gas a t ­
tacks.
Capt. T . E. Jon es o f  W a sh in g ton  and 
seven  o th er  m en in the reg im en t w ere 
d istin g u ish ed  se rv ice  crosses.
BJ itish  steam sh ip  M atson ia  a r - 
f r °m  B ordeau x  w ith  3.B45 
in c lu d in g  the 60th 
le ry  K eg lm en t com plete  
? o r v q K ^ ter? o f  the 151st F ie ld  A rtib  
n ien fs J S M * -  tu ’°  m edical d etach -MS. two o o n v a l^ .u t
(Jl)o
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Negro W ar Mothers Honored at City Hall
World-Price Photograph
A ctin g  M ay or  M cK ee  G reet* G old  Star W om en  W h o  A re  Sailing to  F ra n ce  to V is it  the G raves o f  
Sons and H usbands W h o  Fell in the W ar
- — r f c e  O ^ o v v < \
NEGRO GOLD STAR
Officials Greet Contingent on 
Arrival Here
FIERY SPEECHES • MADE
Race Leaders Object to Alleged 
Discrimination
New York C ity yesterday afternoon  
greeted the Negro Gold Star m others 
w ho w ill sail this a fternoon  for  France 
to  v isit the graves o f their sons and 
accorded them  the courtesies w hich 
It has given to  the num erous c o n ­
tingents o f  w hite G old Star m others.
T he welcom e, however, w h ich is a 
form al and  rather routine affair in  
the case o f the white m others, was 
marked yesterday by fiery speeches 
and m any references to  the racial 
question . P articularly bitter attacks 
were m ade by tw o Negro o fficia ls  on  
the W ar Departm ent for "u n fa ir ­
ness."
T h e  sixty m others gathered here 
from  all over the United States and 
stationed  during their stay here in  
the Harlem Y . W . C. A., arrived at 
the City Hall In private cars accom ­
panied by a band, soldiers In u n i­
form , m any o fficia ls  and  politicians, 
and a large part o f  Harlem, w ho nad 
com e to  applaud or h oot as the o c ­
casion  arose.
Som e o f the Negro m others can ­
celled  their trip  when they learned 
o f  the arrangem ents fo r  segregation 
and cheaper accom odations the War 
D epartm ent had  m ade. T hou gh  sixty 
are going under the condition s speci­
fied  by the Governm ent, they let It 
be know n through their spokesm en 
th at they are keenly aware o f  the 
‘ ‘ in ju stice  and d iscrim ination."
Alderm an Fred R. M oore. Negro, 
In his speech dram atically referred to 
the tim e when "ou r  boys went to  
France and fou g h t on  the ba ttle­
fie lds fo r  dem ocracy,”  poin ting  ou t 
that this dem ocracy had only lasted 
a few  days after the officia l reception 
to  heroic m em bers o f  the old  15th 
Regim ent.
And Com m issioner Ferdinand C. 
M orton o f  the M unicipal Civil Service 
Com m ission, said in his speech:
"T h e nation  honors you. T o you 
dark-skinned m others, it pays the 
same m easure o f hom age that it 
gives to  your fa ir-skinned  sisters who 
nob ly  gave their sons in its defense. 
Secure in  the knowledge o f this, you 
will not allow  your hearts to  be em ­
bittered by the insult offered you by 
the G overnm ent at W ashington.
"The great m ajority o f your fellow  
Am ericans throughou t the country  
know  that m other love, courage and 
patriotism  are pecu liar to no race, 
creed or color. They gratefully re­
m em ber that on  every battlefield 
from  Bunker Hill to  the Argonne, 
where Am ericans have fa llen  in d e ­
fense o f their country, there .sleep 
gallant sons o f  dark skinned m others. 
Especially does the City o f New York 
pay tribute to you.”
Alderm anic President Joseph V. 
M cKee, who substituted for  Mayor 
Walker, who is on  a flsm ng trip, in  
his speech assured the Negro women 
that they were receiving the same 
greeting as had been accorded their 
“ fa ir skinned sisters."
“ Y ou  gave you r sons so th at the 
glory o f  this cou n try  m igh t be u p ­
held. Y our boys died an heroic death 
uphold ing the Ideals o f this Nation. 
W e are partlcu arly glad to  welcom e 
you  to  this c ity ,”  he said.
Mrs. W illie Rush o f Atlanta. Ga., 
one o f  the best know n o f the Negro 
war m others, spoke on  behalf o f  the 
,delegation o f wom en and thanked 
ithe R eception Com m ittee for  all it  
^ a d  done.
And while the U nited States Line 
prepared to  give to  the Negro Gold 
Star m others as m em orable a send 
o f f  this a fternoon  as was given to 
■ the white wom en, it becam e known 
th a t the line stands to  lose about 
$30,000 by accom m odating the Negro 
m others.
I t  was explained that there was a 
con tra ct to  carry m all on  its regulsir 
ships; that the ships taking the 
m others were chartered for  this o c ­
casion and n ot ships sailing on  regu­
lar schedule, and that applications 
fo r  m ail had been turned down.
If any m ail is loaded on the vessel 
to -d a y  at the last m inute it will be 
carried at a poundage rate, lower 
than  the usual figure.
A spokesm an for  the line pointed 
ou t  that the United States Line, like 
others, was filled  u p  during the rush 
season to Europe, and “ that it  was an 
accom m odation  to the War Depart­
m en t”  to  make the present arrange­
m ents for  the Negro m others. It also 
was pointed ou t that a heavy cost 
was entailed  in providing extra ves­
sels In that these vessels were not 
filled  to  near capacity. The vessels 
have a capacity o f m ore than 100. 
Only sixty are sailing to-day.
W alter W hite, acting Secretary o f 
the National A ssociation for the A d­
vancem ent o f Colored People, an­
nou nced  yesterday the receipt o f  the 
fo llow in g  telegram :
“ We, the National Association o f 
Colored W om en in convention as­
sem bled at Hot Springs, Ark., repre­
senting 500.000 colored wom en c i t i ­
zens o f America, d o  hereby protest 
against the wholesale Governm ent
m others and widows, particularly in  
th e  housing o f  them  in  inferior hotels 
and in  the sending o f  them  o n  In­
ferior ships. Rem em ber that our 
colored  boys fou g h t in/ the same 
trenches at the same time, fir in g  the 
sam e guns and m ade the same 
suprem e sacrifice for  the dem ocracy 
o f the w orld ."
Prince o f Wale* Honors Gold 
Star Mothers
SOUTHAMPTON, England, July II 
(A . P .)— T h e P rince o f  W ales to-day 
presented th irty -s ix  Am erican gold 
star m others each w ith  a vellum - 
covered diary bearing his autograph, 
before  they sailed for hom e on  the 
steam ship R epublic.
T he w om en's section o f  the British 
Legion gave each o f the m others a 
bou qu et o f corn  flowers and m ari­
golds.
Mrs. Elizabeth Hubbard, w ho was 
seventy-five yesterday, said. “ This 
v isit to England has been the most 
beau tifu l and un forgettable Incident 
In m y life .”

BiggeF'PerceiitagtrOf 
Than Whites Chosen For Duty 
In World War, Analy sis Shows
2,290,527 Colored Registered In 1917 
Draft, 567,710 Accepted; 1,400 Col­
ored Oflieers
By ALVIN E. WHITE 
< Associated Negro Press) 
WASHINGTON, D. C„ Oct.—Anal ­
ysis o f the cold figures of World War 
I  gives interesting pictures of the 
part the Negro played in making the 
world safe for democracy way back 
in 1917-18. Regardless of foreign 
blacks fighting for their respective 
countries, it is well to consider the 
important role the American Negro 
played in the war.
During the period from June 5, 
1917 to Nov. 11, 1918, 2,290,527 Ne­
groes registered for service with the 
United States army under the rulings 
of the selective service system. Of 
this number, 458,838 were examined 
for military service with a total o f 
367,710 being finally accepted.
Other miliiary units brought the 
total number or Negroes -under 
ors to 380,000— those units being the 
8th Illinois regiment; the 15th New 
York regiment; the 9th Ohio; the 
1st Separate battalion o f Washing­
ton, D. C.; the 6th Massachusetts in­
fantry; 1st Separate company of 
Connecticut; the 1st Separate com­
pany o f Maryland, and Company G. 
of the Tennessee National guard.
Added to these were the four stand­
ing regular army units.
1.400 COLORED OFFICERS 
Associated with these troops were
1.400 Negro officers trained for ser­
vice with their outfits in the officers’ 
training camps and from the regular 
army.
Of more than passing Interest is 
the fact that of the Negroes exam­
ined for military service, 74.60% were 
accepted, while o f  the white 70.41% 
were accepted.
A tabulation o f the figures o f the
registration show's the state o f G eor-
_  __ the entire country by a large
margin' in~TTie" tfltal registrations, 
in the number o f  men in camp for 
the entire period.
1
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‘ CREATION OF NEGRO 
ARMY DIVISIONS IS 
NEEDED !’--PRATTIS
By P. L. PRATTIS
HOUSTON, Tex., June 19—Regardless of the stand
(C on tin u ed  fr o m  P a g e  1)
b e fore  the present M obiliza tion  
T ra in in g  P rog ra m  w as put in  o p ­
eration . W e  d o  not kn ow  w h at
ally, the com m a n d in g  o ff ic e r s  
the d ivis ion s, w h ich  are  w h ite, 
n o t in terested  in su ch  decrees.
______ S S _____ ..H--------------------  T h is  rem ote  co n tro l o f  ___
the attitude o f  the P res id en t is bosses has the e ffe c t  o f  d e p r  
today.
MUST H AVE DIVISION 
F O R  BEST RESULTS
B u t w e do feel th at the P res i­
dent an d  the A rm y  G enera l S ta ff  
desire to  g e t the m ost th ey  can  
ou t o f  N eg ro  tra inees. T h ey  w ill 
not do  it  unless these N eg ro  sold ­
iers are  organ ized  in to  un its w h ich  
have the in teg rity  and  in d ep en ­
d en ce and  p ow er  o f  a ct ion  o f  d i­
v isions.
A s a t p resen t organ ized , N eg ro  
sold iers an d  th e ir  w h ite  o ff ice r s  
are  in clin ed  to  feel that, except 
fo r  tra in in g , th ey  are  g o in g  no­
w h ere  fast.
s in g  the m ora le  o f  c o lo re d  soli 
iers an d  th e ir  o ff ice rs . T h e  la 
o f  o rg an iza tion  o f  these soldii 
in to  d iv is ion s deprives th em  o f  
actu a l an d  sym bolic  u n ity  o f  a  
v ision . T h e y  are  apt to  be  le ft  ou t 
o r  ov er look ed  at an ytim e.
T h ere  a re  certa in ly  en ou gh  units 
o f  d iffe ren t types in the A rm y  to ­
d ay  to  crea te  a d ivision . There 
seem s to  be no g o o d  reason  w h y  
su ch  d ivis ion s cou ld  not be crea ted  
w ith in  the fra m ew ork  o f  the g en ­
eral s t a f f ’s p rog ra m .
C ertain ly , as lon g  as the on ly  di­
v is ion s  in  the A rm y  are  w h ite, the 
A rm y  can n ot sa y  that its p o licy
„  .. . _  «  ,  .. an d  p rog ra m  are  n o t  d iscrim in a-
H ere  are  the A  B  C s o f  th e .to ry . It has boasted  th at there  is 
present s itu ation : I seg reg a tion  and  n o t  d iscrim in a-
N eg roes  in  the A rm y  a t presentation . I f  N eg ro  d iv is ion s are not 
belon g1 either to  sm all ta ctica l • p resen tly  organ ized , the A rm y  can  
un its like  in fa n try  reg im ents, a r- be  ju s t ly  a ccu sed  o f  both  seg reg a - 
tillery  reg im en ts o r  gen era l ser­
v ice  eng in eer reg im en ts, rep la ce ­
m en t and  serv ice  un its lik e  the 
various qu arterm aster reg im ents 
an d  serv ice  an d  sep arate  en g in ­
eer un its lik e  the C orps A rea  Ser­
v ice  C om m an d  an d  the engin eer 
batta lions. A ll ex cep t  the tactica l 
un its are  bossed  an d  ass ign ed  By 
rem ote con tro l. T he h igh est ran k ­
in g  o f f ic e r  I  h ave fou n d  w ith  an y  
o f  the serv ice  o r  qu arterm aster 
un its has been  a lieutenant colon el.
T he h igh est ra n k in g  o f f ic e r  I  have 
fou n d  w ith  an y  ta ctica l un it has 
been a  br ig ad ier  general.
tion  an d  d iscrim ination .
F o r  the sake o f  the N e g ro  sold ­
iers them selves, w h o  w a n t to be  
the b est possib le  sold iers , and  fo r  
the sak e o f  the A rm y ’s e ffic ien cy , 
N e g ro  d ivis ion s sh ou ld  b ecom e a 
fa c t  an d  not an  a rg u m en t.
R A C E  T R O O rS  H AVE 
M AN Y BOSSES
T h e  d ivis ion a l troop s  are  the 
cream  o f  the c ro p  w h erev er  they 
are  fou n d . T h e ir  boss  is every ­
b od y  else ’s boss. T h ey  k n ow  that 
and ev eryb od y  else kn ow s it. T h ere 
is no  ch an ce  o f  them  be in g  le ft  
out o f  an yth in g , n ot so lon g  as 
their boss is aroun d. T h is k n ow l­
edge g ives th em  an d  th e ir  o ff ice r s  
an esp rit  d.e co rp s  that oth er  
troop s  do not h ave.
C olored  troop s  and th e ir  c o m ­
m an d in g  o ff ice r s  usually  have sev­
eral bosses. T h e  head  o f  the C orps 
A rea  is th e ir  boss. H e  m ay  be 500 
m iles aw ay. T h e  head  o f  the p a r­
ticu lar A rm y  to  w h ich  th ey  are 
a tta ch ed  is  th e ir  boss . H e, too , is 
p rob a b ly  500 m iles aw ay. T hen, 
i f  th ere  h app en s to  be  a  d iv is ion  
in  the cam p  to  w h ich  th ey  are  a t ­
tach ed , the h ead  o f  th e  d iv is ion  is 
th e ir  boss . T h e  ccftnm ander o f  c o l­
ored  troop s  m a y  in itiate  a p ro ­
gram  fo r  the ben e fit  o f  h is  troop s 
an d  have it  stopp ed  b y  an y  o f  his 
bosses.
REASO N  F O R  M P B A R
O ne o f  the reason s there  are no 
co lo red  m ilitary  po lice  in the score  
o f  cam p s I have v isited  is because 
there  is n o  com m a n d er  o f  co lored  
troop s  w ith  su ffic ien t  au th ority  to 
d ecree  th at th ere  sh ou ld  be. N atur-
H A V E  L IT T L E  P O W E R
A n y b od y  w h o  k n ow s a n yth in g  
ab ou t the A rm y  at all k n ow s that 
o ff ic e r s  u p  to  an d  in c lu d in g  the 
ra n k  o f  b r ig a d ier  gen era l, vflien 
th ey  serve w ith  sp ecia l units, !a re  
d o in g  w h at som eb od y  else tells 
them  to  do. T h ey  have little, i f  an y  
freed om  o f  a ction  in th e  m an a ge ­
m en t o f  th e ir  troop s. T h ey  are  
] a lw a ys a  p a rt  o f  som eb od y  else ’s 
plan.
t  T h a t is w h y  com m a n d in g  Offi­
ce rs  o f  N eg ro  troop s  are  usually 
pow erless  to  a c t  fo r  th e ir  w e lfa re  
o r  p ro tection . T h ere  is a lw a ys ' a 
boss ov er  them  to  tell them  h ow  
fa r  to  g o  an d  w h a t to  do .
T h a t is n ot true w ith  divisions, 
o r  n o t  so true. T h e  com m an din g  
o f f ic e r  o f  a d iv is ion  is  a m a jor  
general. S ta tion ed  at a  post,! he
m a y  have a  d ozen  br ig a d ier  
erals a t h is com m an d . B ut 
d on ’t bu nch  up  the m a jo r  
erals. A  m a jo r  g en era l is usually  
su prem e w h erever he fin d s him ­
self. I f  he is a t a post, h e  is usual­
ly the boss . H e can  d o  w h a t is 
in  his ju d gm en t the best th in g  to 
do. A  br ig a d ier  g en era l o r  a  [c o l­





the heart, bu t he w ill usually  la ck
the p ow er. T h e  m a jo r  general 
everyth in g .
has
• ns. m  | nnu nw na run auM tunt tLSfc iu UO 
SO M ETH IN G FOR HIM US U A LLY  GETS  NOT HING DONE T H E  A F R O - A M E R I C A i N ,
72-Year-O ld 2 4 th  In fa n try  Has Lost M uch o f Its
No. 1
Ft. Benning Chaplain 
Fills Varied Roles
The 24th Infantry band on the ! 
Inarch. Note brick barracks they 
b o  longer occupy.
The present band personnel in ­
clu des W arrant O fficer R obert 
O. Tresville, leader; Sergt. H en­
ry  R adcliffe, P fc. Butler Rogers, 
P fc. O dell Butler, P fc . James 
Curry, P fc. Vossie M iller, Pvt. 
R obert Osborne, Pvt. A lton  j 
Flem ing, P fc. John D. D unford, 
P fc. B enjam in M artin, Sergt. 
Jam es E. Gaines;
P fc. P ercy  M ills, P fc. Jerom e 
J. Jackson, P fc. Ulysses Bryant, 
Sergt. H arvey Rhodes, P fc. John 
C. Harris, P fc. G eorge O. Glass, 
P fc. H erbert Harris, Cpl. P erry 
L etm on , P fc. John R. W ashing­
ton, Pvt. Isaac Bland, P fc. P ierce 
F. T erry;
Sergt. F endell W illiam s, P fc. 
Julius Stroud, Pfc. G eorge Perry, 
P fc . Hansell Cole, Sergt. Sloane 
W illiam s, P fc. Sam uel Carswell, 
P fc . Jam es H. Cobb, and P fc . L u ­
cius T. G ilbert.
No. 2
O ne hundreds students are en ­
ro lled  at all times in the Enlisted 
M en ’s R adio Operators’ Course o f 
the In fantry School at Fort BCn- 
ning. The course is o f three 
m onths’ duration, and classes are 
beginning and graduating at fr e ­
quent intervals. Students com e 
from  every  organization of the 
expanding arm y.
In this photo, reading from  left 
to  right are Pvt. Joe Leonard, 
372nd Infantry, o f  N ew  Y ork 
C ity ; Staff Sergeant J. L. Smith, 
372nd Infantry, o f B rooklyn , N .Y .; 
Sergeant W alter S. Ray, 372nd
Infantry, o f N ew  Y ork  City, and 
Sergeant John W . P ow ell, 24th 
Infantry, w hose hom e is in A t­
lanta.
No. 3
A ll set fo r  the appearance o f  an 
enem ytank, this 37-m m  gun 
squad at Fort Benning is part o f  
the anti-tank com pany of the 
24th In fantry R egim ent w hich is 
engaged in  m ock  battle.
No. 4
O fficers o f  fou r  States are rep­
resented in the group seen here 
as they study the intricacies of 
a rad io-equ ipped  com m and car 
as part o f the three-m onth  com ­
m unications course fo r  w hich  
they are enrolled  in the Infantry 
School at F ort Benning, Ga. A  
thousand officers graduate 
m onth ly from  the school’s  re ­
fresher courses.
In  the group, le ft to  right, are: 
2nd Lt. G eorge G. Bingham, 
Cam bridge, M ass.; 1st Lt. Cyrus 
T. Russell, Colum bus, O hio; 2nd 
Lt. H arrison G. H obson, Camden, 
N .J.; 2nd Lt. Charles M. Flagg, 
W ashington, D .C .; 1st. Lt. James 
P. H ayes o f Colum bus, Ohio, and 
2nd Lt. Jam es R. Lee, Colum bus, 
O hio.— Infantry School Photos.
F O R T  BENNING, Ga.— The 
! regim ental chaplain o f the 24th 
j In fantry is First Lieut. L ou is J. 
Beasley— one o f  the three colored 
com m issioned officers at this post.
B efore  receiv ing  his com m is­
sion in N ovem ­
ber 13, 1939,
and being o r ­
dered here on 
N ovem ber 17 of 
the same year, 
he w as pastor o f 
Rush M em orial 
C o n g r e g a -  
tional Church,
Atlanta. His 
w ife, Mrs. L au - 
vinia C. Beas­
ley, and tw o 
sons, G eorge Frederic, 4; and 
L ouis James, 9 m onths, live  in 
Colum bus.
His days are fu ll and varied. 
Prim arily a m inister, h e visits the 
sick, keeps the soldiers in a cheer­
fu l fram e o f  m ind, and is fre ­
quently  called  upon to  assist w ith 
athletic and recreational activ i­
ties.
Chaplain Parties Popular
H e is, perhaps, m ost popular 
fo r  his w eek ly  “ chaplain party,” 
w hich  is held in the service club 
(n ew  on e now  being b u ilt), and 
often  has as m any as 500 persons 
attending.
In  cases w hen  convoys o f  m en 
are taken to Atlanta for  w eek ­
ends o f  entertainm vnt.las .was the 
case recently  1500 m en and o ffi­
cers w ent) Chaplain Beasley w ent 
ahead to m ake arrangem ents for  
I their com fort.
I
i < H l
orm er G lory, AFRO Investigator Discovers
24th Insignia
SE K iP E ^ U R r A TU S
Here's a Typical 
Week for Men 
af Fort Benning
The fo llow in g  is a typ ica l w eek  
in the training o f in fantry troops 
in the 24th In fantry regim ent, 
Col. Jam es M . L ockett, com ­
m and o fficer . I f  you  have a son, 
brother or husband in  this outfit
Show n here is the insignia o f 
the 24th Infantry at F ort B en­
ning. It consists o f  a  b lue disc, 
edged w ith  gold. E m bedded in  it 
is a conventional blockhouse of 
m asonry w ith  a tow er. The 
w alls are in  gray stone, the roo f 
is yellow , w ith  a y e llo w  ribbon  
scro ll above bearing the w ords 
“ San Juan.”  B elow  the disc, and 
form ing the base thereto, is an­
other y e llow  ribbon  scroll bearing 
the w ords, “ Sem per Paratus” 
(A lw ays R ea d y )— the regim ental 
m otto. The insignia com m em ­
orates the gallant services o f  the 
regim ent in the Santiago cam ­
paign o f  1898, and in  particular, 
the battle o f San Juan H ill, in 
w hose capture the 24th figured  so
24th Inf. Boasts
this is w hat h e d id  du rin g the 
w eek  o f  J u ly  28 to A ugust 2:
Monday, July 28—
Company form ation fbr march. 
Battalion field  problem  
Tactics o f  individual soldier 
Bayonet training 
Non-com m issined officers school 
Tuesday
Sex hygiene lecture 
Scouting and patrolling 
Browning automatic rifle 
N on-com . school 
W ednesday—
Battalion field problem  
Compass and map reading 
Browning automatic rifle 








N on-com . school 
Friday—
Battalion field problem 
Camps, bivouacs 
Extended order drill 
N on-com . school 
Saturday—
Army's Oldest and 
Most Efficient Band
Full field  inspection
First aid 
Company drill
FO RT BENNING, Ga.— The 
T w en ty-fourth  In fantry band, 
the oldest colored  m ilitary 
band in the U nited States, was 
organized in  Teyas at the close 
o f the C ivil W ar and has a c- 
\ com panied the regim ent on all 
'  Expeditions and encu'-’em ents

NEGRO SOLDIERS AWARDED 
HERO MEDALS BY MacARTHUR
SO M E W H E R E  IN AU STRALIA
—General Douglas^ MacAuthur,
com m ander of the United Nations 
forces in the Southwest Pacific, 
has awarded the Soldier’s Medal to 
three colored mem bers o f  a com bat 
engineers unit statlond in New 
Guinea for  heroism in resuculng a 
pilot from  a plane that crashed in­
to a new Guinea river, it was an­
nounced from  his headquarters 
last Thursday.
They were the first colored sol­
diers serving w lih  other Am erican 
troops in the Southwest P acific 
area to be decorated by him.
The soldiers are Privates Julius 
S. Franklin, 31, o f  Charleston, S. 
C.: Harvey M. Crandlc of Grecn- 
villo, N. C., and James Scott o f 
M ontgom ery, Ala. They wore cited 
for 'heroic action at the risk 'o f 
their own safety.’.’
The incident for  which the 
awards were made occurred in 
June when a fighter plane was 
taking o f f  to intercept enem y ra id -. 
ers, struck a  log and crashed in-' 
to a crockodile infested river. A l­
though the river w as spotted with 
burning gasoline and th e pilot’s 
a m m u n i tlon was exploding, 
Franklin dived into the water and 
pulled the pilot from  the cotkp it 
o f the plane, while Crandle and 
Scott waded into the river and 
helped * Franklin bring him to 
shore.
SECOND NEGRO Army Division
DIVISION TO 
BE CREATED3' 1
(C o n t in u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 )
o f  th e  m ilita r y  u n its  n o w  o p e r a t ­
in g .
T h e  n u m b e r  o f  N e g r o e s  to  b e
, -  -  ---------  in d u cte d  th is  c u r r e n t  y e a r  is b a sed
^  y  4 A j u p o n  th e  o v e r a ll  in cre a s e  in  th e
7  /  '  a r m y  a n d  th e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  c o l ­
d l y  T h e  A s s o c ia te d  N e g r o  P r e ss )  o r e d  to  w h ite  r e g is tra n ts .
W a s h in g to n , F e b . 4 .— In  th e  D u e  t o  th e  p r e s e n t  e x is t in g  
n ew  a r m y  p la n n e d  b y  th e  w a r  d e -  sh o r ta g e  in  h o u s in g  fa c i l it ie s ,  it  is 
p a r tm e n t , th e r e  w ill b e  u n its  t o - p r o b a b le  th a t  th is  in cre a s e  w ill b e  
ta lin g  1 7 5 ,0 0 0  N e g r o e s ,  S e c r e t a r y  d is tr ib u te d  r a th e r  l ig h t ly  in  the 
o f  W a r  S t im so n  r e v e a le d  a t  a  e a r ly  m o n th s  o f  th e  y e a r , b u t  w ill 
p re ss  c o n fe r e n c e  T h u r s d a y  m o r n -  in c r e a s e  m a te r ia lly  d u r in g  th e  la te  
in g . T h e  1 7 5 ,0 0 0  w ill b e  in  a d d i-  s p r in g  w h e n  c o n s t r u c t io n  p r o je c t s  
t io n  to  th e  1 1 8 ,0 0 0  a lr e a d y  in  w ill h av e  b e e n  c o m p le te d . T h e  N e - 
s e r v ic e . g r o  s e le c te e s  th u s  in d u c te d  in to
I n c lu d e d  in  th is  n u m b e r  w ill b e  th e  a r m y  w ill b e  d is tr ib u te d  to  th e 
a n  e n t ir e  n e w  d iv is io n , w h ich  w ill v a r io u s  u n its  o f  th e  a rm e d  f o r c e s  
b e  in  a d d it io n  t o  th e  o n e  a lr e a d y  a n d  s e r v ic e  f o r c e s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  the 
p la n n e d  a n d  k n o w n  a s  th e  9 3 r d  s e c r e ta r y .
d iv is io n  a n d , a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  s e c -  P la n s  f o r  th e  n e w  d iv is io n  are  
r e t a r y , w ill in c lu d e  e v e r y  b r a n c h  ;n th e  fo r m a t iv e  s ta g e  a t  p r e se n t
a n d  n o th in g  p o s it iv e  h as b een  d e ­
v e lo p e d , b u t  it  is  d e f in ite  th a t 
th e re  w ill b e  a n o t h e r  N e g r o  d iv i­
s ion , a n d  a s  s o o n  as th e  t r o o p s  a re  
tr a in e d  th e y  w ill b e  t r a n s fe r r e d  t o  
th is n e w  u n it .
A ls o  u n d e r w a y  a re  p la n s  f o r  th e  
tr a in in g  o f  3 0 ,0 0 0  n e w  p ilo ts  to  
k e e p  p a ce , th e  s e c r e t a r y  sa id , w ith  
th e  h u g e  in cre a se  in  th e  a ir  fo r c e s .
I N o  in d ic a t io n  o f ’ a n y  a d d it io n a l
N e g r o  p i lo ts  has b e e n  g iv e n , a l ­
th o u g h  it  h as b e e n  p r e v io u s ly  said 
th e re  w o u ld  b e  a b o u t  2 ,0 0 0  N eg ro  
p ilo ts  w h en  p la n s  w e r e  co m p le te d  
f o r  th e ir  tr a in in g .
T h e  q u e s t io n  o f  N e g r o  o f f i c e r s  
f o r  th e  n e w  u n its  w a s  n o t  tou ch ed  
u p o n , a lth o u g h  i t  is  b e lie v e d  that 
th e r e  w ill be N e g r o  o f f i c e r s  f o r  the 
n e w  d iv is io n , ju s t  a s  it is a n t ic i­
p a te d  th a t  N e g r o  o f f i c e r s  w ill co m ­
m a n d  th e  d iv is io n  u n d e r  presen t 
c o n s id e r a t io n . I t  is u n d e r s to o d  that 
a  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  N e g r o  o f f ic e r s  
a r e  to  b e  tr a in e d  in  th e  reg u la r  
a r m y  s ch o o ls .
9 3 rd  D ivis ion M a y  See 
rv ic e  in Norf/i A fric a
'/ i
l^auJlii'atVfn o f  large
scatt • training o f  troops in  m od ­
e m  desert w arfare, announced by  
h igh ranking arm y officers on 
W ednesday, has aroused specula­
tion as to w here the 93rd D ivision 
w ill fight.
The fa ct that the projected  all­
colored division  is to be activated 
and trained at F ort Huachuca, in 
the A rizona desert, supports the 
belief o f  m any in form ed persons 
that it w ill be eventually  assigned 
to duty  in  N orth A frica .
P rog ra m  B roa d en ed
A nnouncem ent o f  the broad ­
ened training program  w as m ade 
at a press con feren ce w ith  Lieut. 
Lesley J. M cN air, com m ander o f  
the n ew ly  created U nited States 
G round Forces, and Brig. G en 
M ark W. Clark, his ch ie f o f  staff.
T h ey said the peW  program  al­
so authorizes developm ent o f  sp e ­
cia lly  trained forces  fo r  any re ­
quired operations overseas, m ou n ­
tain w arfare, a ir-borne  troops, ar­
m ored w arfare and jo in t ground- 
air operations.
Site Indefinite
Brig. Gen. C lark told  reporters 
that high ranking arm ored force  
officers already had selected a site 
“ w est o f  the C olorado R iver”  fo r  
the desert w arfare training. T he 
latest m otorized and m echanized 
equipm ent and troops w ill be sent 
there soon, it  w as stated.
P reviously  the arm y’s desert 
training has consisted on ly  o f  a 
co lored  in fantry  unit at F ort H ua­
chuca, som e cava lry  near Yum a, 
Ariz., and a ircraft units at M uroc 
Lake, Calif., and elsew here.
“ The w hole arm y training p ro ­
gram  is geared to  building a ll o f  
ou r n ew  divisions to  d ev e lop  a 
w a llop  and assure a v ictory  
throughout the w orld ,” Brig. Gen. 
C lark said.
ALL-COLORED DIVISION OF
ARMY GOES TO HUACHUCAdu /1
F O R T  H U A C H U C A , A riz ., M ay 
21— T h e  first a ll-c o lo re d  d iv ision
o l  W orld  W ar II w as o ffic ia lly  o r ­
gan ized last F r id a y  at F ort H ua-
ehuca, w ith  the reactiva tion  o f  the 
93rd In fan try  D iv is ion . U nder 
the com m and  o f  M a jo r  G eneral 
C harles P. H all, this n ew  d iv ision  
b ecom es a part o f  L ieu t. G en. 
W alter K ru e g e r ’s T h ird  A rm y.
T h e 93rd D iv is ion  o f  W orld  W ar 
I w as com p osed  o f  N ational G uard 
co lo red  troops from  N ew  Y ork , 
O hio, I llin o is , C on necticu t, M as­
sachusetts, T ennessee, M aryland 
and the D istrict o f  C olu m bia . It 
w as m ade up o f  fou r  in fan try  
regim ents, the 369th, the 370th, 
371st and  372nd.
Name S taff Officers
S taff officers assigned to  assist 
G en era l H all in  com m a n d  o f  the 
n e w  93rd D iv is ion  are as fo llo w s :
B rig . G en. E dw ard M . A lm on d , as­
sistant d iv is ion  com m a n d er; Brig. 
G en. W illiam  Spence, d iv ision  ar­
tille ry  com m an d er; C ol. C ecil J. 
G rid ley , ch ie f  o f  sta ff; L t. Col. 
T h om as W . L ig on , assistant ch ie f 
o f  staff, G -2 ; Lt. C ol. John  A . E l ­
m ore, assistant ch ie f  o f  staff, G -^ . 
Lt. C ol. S tan ley  M . P rou ty , assis­
tant ch ie f  o f  staff, G -4 ; M a jor  
John  A . F ry , o rd n a n ce ; L t. Col. A . 
A . G . K irch h off, en g ineer; M a jor  
C. R o b e rt B ard , ju d g e  advocate ; 
M a jo r  W . P . T u rp in , S ign a l; M a­
jo r  V in cen t E. M on tgom ery , 
ch em ica l; Lt. C ol. H arold  P . S tew ­
art, in sp ector gen era l; L t. Col. 
G eorge  H. M cM anus, Jr., ad ju t­
ant gen era l; L t. C ol. W illia m  L. 
K ay, Jr., quarterm aster; and M a­
jo r  W illiam  S. G eorge , surgeon.
Sent overseas in  A p r il, 1918, 
the o ld  83rd D iv is ion  w as brok en  
up and b riga d ed  w ith  the F ren ch  
arm ies as fo u r  separate in fan try  
regim ents. A s  such , th ese  fou r  
regim ents served  th rou ghou t the 
w ar since the op p ortu n ity  to  re ­
assem ble them  as an A m erican  
d iv is ion  n ev er  presented  itself.
A ll fou r  regim ents participated  
in fron t lin e  action  fro m  July, 
1918, until the A rm istice , and w ere 
h igh ly  praised b y  the F rench  m ili­
ta ry  leaders fo r  th e ir  con du ct un ­
d er fire. F o r  th e ir  v a lorou s a c­
tion  as in tegra l parts o f  the 
F ren ch  arm ies these co lo red  troops 
re ce iv e d  m a n y  decora tion s  and 
com m en d ation s. In d ica tive  o f  the 
m a jo r  a ction s  particip ated  in by 
these reg im ents is th eir battle re ­
co rd : 2,583 casualties, o f w h ich  
574 w e re  k illed  and 2,009 w o u n ­
ded.
C olored  troop s  o f  the U. S. 
are sh ow n  in a big- shed, at 
u n d isclosed  port, w a itin g  tOj 
l^oard a tra n sp ort fo r  duty  across 
l e  seas. E x p ression s indicate 
th ey  are m ost h a pp y  fo r  a crack  
enem ies.
C r r J L  \-2 . s
ARMY
Yanks in New Guinea
L ast m on th  the U .S . 'A rm y  le t it  b e  
kn ow n  that som e o f  the m ilita ry -se cre t- 
num ber o f  U .S .-A u stra lia n  grou n d  troop s  
had been  tran sferred  to  N e w  G uinea. 
A m o n g  th em  w ere som e A m erica n  N egroes , 
m o s t ly  engineers, w h o  bu ild  bridges, m ake 
roads, d ig  d itch es. ( A  large p rop ortion  
o f  all U .S . troop s  in A ustralia  are service  
troop s , e.g., qu a rterm a sters .)
T h e  c o lo re d  troop s  p r o m p t ly  tau gh t the 
| natives (s o m e  o f  th em  are ca n n ib a ls ) their 
fa v or ite  gam e, g o t  lick ed  (see cu t, p. 4 5 ) .  
T h e  natives, like m a n y  b e fo r e  them , w ere 
en tran ced  b y  a je e p  (see cu t, p . 4 5 ) .
Acme
U .S . Jeep & Friends 
Beyond the fuzz-heads lay the Jap.
F rom  T ime ’s C orresp on d en t R o b e r t  
Sherrod  last w eek  ca m e a fresh p ic tu re  o f  
U .S. A rm y  life  in N e w  G uinea.
T o  m ost o f  the U .S . troop s  n ow  here, 
N ew  G uinea w as ju s t  a fo rg o tte n  nam e in 
a 1 g eograp h y  b o o k . P ro b a b ly  on e in  a 
hundred rem em bered  that N e w  G uinea  is 
the se con d  largest island in the w orld  
(a f t e r  G reen la n d ).
W h en  A m erica n  troop s  app eared  in 
>Jew G uinea , th ey  fo u n d  natives 
( [ ‘ B o o n g s ” )  w ith  the w o r ld ’s bush iest hair, 
w hich  som etim es rin ged  h eads w ith  a solid  
tw elv e  in ches o f  fe lt-lik e  fu zz  ( in  w hich  
th ey  lo v e  to  p in  flo w e rs ). T h e y  a lso fou n d  
sev en -toed  ca ts *  and  a lizard  ca lled  G eck o  
w hich  sings, and a b ird  w h ose  s ix -n oted  
w histle sou n ds lik e  “ D id  he d o  i t ? ”  Pause. 
" N o ,  o h .”  U .S . pu rsu it p ilo ts  sh ot dow n  
b y  daring Japanese Z e roes  fo u n d  th em ­
selves parach u tin g  in to  a leech -in fested  
ju n g le  so  th ick  the earth  n ev er  feels sun­
shine-hard, th ou gh  th e sun m a y  try  to  
broil its  w a y  th rou gh . In c id en ta lly , the 
percentage o f  sh o t-d ow n  p ilo ts  w h o  m a n ­
aged to  fin d  th eir w a y  b a ck  th rou gh  the 
jungles is p h en om en a lly  h igh . T h e y  o ften  
m ust sw im  d ow n  rivers to  th e sea, risking 
c ro cod ile s . I f  sh ot d ow n  ov e r  the sea 
they risk b e in g  eaten  b y  sharks 30 feet 
Iqng and m ore .
G o o d  H e a lt h .  D esp ite  natural h ard- 
-Siips, A m erica n  troop s  in  N e w  G uinea 
are gen era lly  in g o o d  health . Scratches 
d o n 't  heal easily  as th ey  d o  in better  
clim ates, som etim es  lin ger as little  sores 
for w eeks, then turn  in to  u lcers . T h e  M e d ­
ical C orp s  thanks its  stars fo r  su lfan ila ­
m id e  p ow d er.
P ort M o re sb y ’s 71 a ir raids h ave been 
s in gu larly  in effective . O u ts id e  o f  the A ir 
C orp s  n o t  on e  A m erican  h a s -b e e n  k illed  
or w ou n d ed  b y  Jap  b om b ers  or  strafers—  
in fa c t , the o n ly  n on -A ir  C orp s  grave in 
the A m erica n  section  o f  th e m ilita ry  ce m ­
etery is that o f  a  soldier k illed  in a truck  
accid en t. T h ere  h av e  been  som e close 
calls. O n  tw o  o cca s io n s  slit tren ch es co n ­
ta in ing A m erican  a n ti-a ircra ft  tro o p s  have 
h ad  d irect h its , b u t  th e b o m b s  h ap pen ed
■i According to U.S. mammalogists, seven-toed 
, cats are sports, even less indigenous to New 
Guinea than to the U.S. All New Guinea cats 
were imported by white colonists.
T i m e , A u g u s t  3 . 1 9 4 2
to  fall in a n on -in h a b ited  part o f  the 
V -sh a p ed  trench .
G o o d  Luck. B u t ord in a ry  escapades n o 
lon ger bear rela ting. A n  A ir  C orp s lieu ten ­
ant still flies w hose ch ute  fa iled  to  open  
at tw o  hundred fee t until his plane ex­
p lod in g  ju st beneath  h im  sent up a great 
b last o f  gas and flam e— en ough  to  b low  
the ch u te  op en , bu t n o t qu ite  en ough  to  
set it  afire, th ou gh  the inside o f  it was 
b lack en ed  like co rk . A n oth er  lieutenant 
sw im m ing dow n  a r iver had to  fight his 
w a y  th rou gh  cro cod ile s , slashing at them  
w ith  his h ea v y  ju n g le  k n ife . H e  escaped  
w ith  a cou p le  o f  n asty  to o th  m arks in his 
shou lders. S o  far  as is kn ow n , n o  A m eri­
can  flyers h ave y e t  en cou n tered  the in­
land h eadquarters o f  the cannibals, al­
th ou gh  n o  news fr o m  can n iba ls ’ guests is 
n o t n ecessarily  g o o d  news.
T h ou g h  N ew  G uinea  is n ow  in the 
dead  o f  w in ter— if an y  land  three to 
e leven  degrees from  the E q u a tor  can be 
said to  h ave dead  o f  w in ter— it ’s steam ing 
h ot. A  large percen tage  o f  U .S . troop s  in 
N e w  G uinea are from  the D eep  South , 
b u t th ey  all agree th ey  n ever saw  the sun 
shine so  hard in G eorg ia  or  M ississippi.
N igh ts , h ow ev er , are p leasantly  c o o l—  
on e -b la n k et w eath er. F o o d  is p assab le : 
a lm ost all o f  it com es  fro m  cans. T h ere  is 
n o  f o o d  ob ta in a b le  in N e w  G uinea b e ­
y o n d  a few  paw  paw s, bananas and c o c o ­
nuts. S u pp ly  officers still laugh  grim ly  
ov er  the suggestion  from  h eadquarters 
that th ey  su p p lem en t ra tion s b y  bu y in g  
in the op en  m arket. T h e  fo o d  prob lem  is 
aggravated  becau se  th e sold iers w o n ’t eat 
m u tton . “ T h ese  b o y s  s im p ly  w o n 't  tou ch  
sh eep ,”  says the exasperated  m ess officer 
w h o w atch es supplies o f  m u tton  pile  up.
F or M en  O n ly .  T h ere  are n o  c iv ilians 
le ft  in  N e w  G uinea. P a p u a ’s w h ite  p op u ­
la tion  w as never m ore  than 2,000. T h ose  
w h o w ere n o t taken  in to  th e A ustralian  
arm y, ch ie fly  fo r  such  jo b s  as requ ired 
dealing w ith  n atives , w ere ev a cu a ted  six 
m on th s a go  an d  m ore . T h ere  are n o  w om ­
en. E ven  n ative  w om en  h av e  been  sent 
b a ck  in to  the hills. N a tiv e  m en  are brou gh t 
in from  th eir v illages fo r  tw o -m o n th  turns 
at sim ple, ligh t labor. T h e y  w ear d irty  
skirts ca lled  ramis and spend their idle 
m om en ts  co m b in g  their hair w ith  fou r­
p ron ged  m eta l fork s.
S ince there is n o  ca ll f o r  m o d esty , 
m ost show er baths are lo ca ted  a longside 
the p u b lic  h ighw ay. L a te  in the a fte rn oon  
one can  d r iv e  a lon g  the roa d  and see 
hundreds o f  m en— w hites here, b lacks 
there— stan din g  under a  show er, w ashing 
o ff a h a lf-in ch  a ccu m u la tion  o f  th e d a y ’s  
grim e. Sold iers lo v e  to  p ick  q u a in t nam es 
fo r  their ca m p s : V irg in  L an e, L u n a ( t ic )  
Park, S crou ngers ’  R est, H o g  W a llow , 
and O ne H u n d red  T w e n ty -f ifth  Street.
M ora le  is qu ite  g o o d — alw ays seem s to  
im p rov e  in p r o p o rt io n  to  th e nearness o f
actu a l dan ger. U .S . sold iers stand up v ery  
w ell under a lm ost con sta n t bom bin gs. It 
w ou ld  b e  useless to  p reten d  all are h eroes. 
B u t a fter  a  few  days m o s t  o f  them  turn  up 
ok a y . T h e y  take p a rticu la r pride in one 
a n ti-a ircra ft  u n it. L ast w eek  it sh o t d ow n  
five  b om b ers . A n  A m erican  co lon e l c o m ­
m an din g  the M o re sb y  a n ti-a ircra ft u n it 
w as so  p leased  he gave five  pou nds d o n a ­
tion  tow ards beer fo r  the a n ti-a ircra fts ­
m en — w hen & i f  beer arrives.
Acme
U . S. Colored T roops & Friends 
Crapshooters and cannibals were mutual treats.
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But Tells O f Convoy Trip
T h e  f o l lo w in g  is  th e  re m a in s  
o f  a. lo n g  d is p a tc h  b y  E n o c  P . 
W a te rs , n o w  in  N e w  G u in e a , 
a f t e r  th e  ce n so r g o t  t h r o u g h  
w i t h  h is  sc issors. T h e  s to r y  w a s  
d e la y e d  in  t r a n s p o r t  d u e  to  th e  1 
lo n g  b o u t  w i t h  th e  ce n so r e v i­
d e n t ly .
Bv ENOC P. W ATERS
(Defender War Correspondent)
SOMEWHERE IN A U S ­
TRALIA. —  Had someone sat j 
me on a torpedo instead of the 
ship in which I journeyed | 
across the Pacific, and shot it i 
from  the Pacific coast of the United I 
States to Australia, m y trip to the ! 
Land Dow n Under cou ld  not have | 
been m ore hazardous.
On the other hand, had I been 
installed in one o f .the sumptuous 
cabins of the Queen Mary, my 
passage could have been no m ore 
com fortable so far as wartim e trav­
el is concerned. H ow ever, the trip 
was as uneventful as a kitten's nap 
and as m onotonous as the sing­
song chant o f  a proofreader’s room.
Several other civilians, including 
tw o other war correspondents, and 
I w ere the animate part o f  the 
cargo along with soldiers and 
sailors.
Lashed to the second deck with 
strong w ire cables, were tw o bunk 
houses w hich looked from  the out­
side not unlike huge packing cases 
except that they had a door at 
each end. The simple, unadorned 
furnishings of these tw o bunk- 
houses consisted only o f six double­
deck bunks each. They had no 
windows, no lights, and if you 
closed the doors, very little ven ­
tilation, and no heat. These w ere 
the quarters for all the passengers 
on the vessel except three: tw o 
Red Cross w orkers, Harvey B. 
Shaw and John P. ("ca ll m e Jack ") 
Bond and yours truly. *
ON CONVOY WITH WATERS
JO H N  P. B O N D  H A R V E Y  B. S H A W
Just “ Three Spares’*
The three of us were quartered 
in a trim little cabin with a metal 
plate over the door reading, “ three 
spares.”
In addition to a triple decker 
bed, an upholstered bench, a writ­
ing desk and chair, the com pletely 
outfitted cubicle contained a closet, 
a wash basin with hot and cold 
running water, a radiator, a m edi­
cine cabinet with a m irror door, 
a shelf, rug and blackout curtains 
for its tw o portholes.
. The three of us were w ell pleased 
) with our quarters, in fact with the 
w hole ship. W e were congratulat- 
s ing ourselves on our good fortune 
e when one of the ship's officers 
s appeared in the doorw ay with an 
f  arm ful o f life preservers, 
y From our second day out until 
•- the day we arrived we could see 
h nothing but sea and sky. As fer­
vently as I hoped for the end of 
:  the m onotony of sea and sky, I also 
hoped that I w ouldn ’t see anything I 
for so long as the horizon was ] 
clear there w as no immediate I 
; danger— or so I thought.
In such an atm osphere of mon- ! 
; otony one has to marshal all his 
ingenuity to make time pass qu ick ­
ly. At first reading and talking 
were both enjoyable and easy.
Red Cross Men
In the first place I was unfamiliar 
with m y cabinmales, Shaw and 
Bond. Shaw, an assistant field d i­
rector for the Red Cross. I had 
met at Tuske„ee in F ebruary  when 
I passed through there on my 
southern tour. A native of Bos­
ton he had lived for the past 15 
years in Pittsburgh where he was 
em ployed as a parole officer. In 
San Francisco. I had run across 
him in the dining rooA  of the 
Kirkland hotel where I was stop­
ping and through him I had met 
Bond.
I had becom e fam iliar with 
Bond’s name through Miss M ar­
jor ie  Sills, procurem ent officer for 
the N YA Training center in Wash­
ington o f which he used to be d i­
rector. So while neither were e x ­
actly strangers to me neither were 
what I might term friends. H ow ­
ever, we are today as a result of 
our long ram bling talks which con ­
sumed hours.
But after days o f  talking to the 
same persons, and having no ex ­
periences except hanging over the 
! rails and looking at the sea and 
> sky I was—and they were too—
’  conversationally sterile. 
r We'd told all our jokes, all the 
person al ex p e r ie n ce s  w e  cou ld  a f ­
ford to tell w ithout dam aging the
impressions w e'd tried to make 
upon our new found friends, e x ­
changed impressions o f  com m on ac­
quaintances, ruminated over the 
last news w e'd heard, expounded 
and defended our philosophies and 
solved all world problems.
Plenty o f Reading
Reading is one o f  m y hobbles, 
but one can get too much of any­
thing. Long before our ship pulled 
into port I had pored through 
thousands of pages, follow ing the 
rare experiences of such super- 
sleuths as suave Nick Charles, m od­
est Charlie Chan, logical Ellery 
Queen, egotistical Hercule Poirot, 
blpstery Sir H enry M errivale and 
dashing Capt. Hugh North.
I had also consum ed the contents 
o f 45 issues of Life magazine, some 
dating back as far as 1940, other 
magazines such as Red Book, C os­
mopolitan, True Detective, Vogue. 
Glamour and Saturday Evening 
Post. I read with great e n joy ­
ment W endell W iltkie's "One 
W orld,” The Bluejackets Manual, 
Pocket Guide to Australia, “ My Sis­
ter Eileen.” the Negro Digest and 
Readers Digest, and a half dozen 
scrapbooks assembled by the Red 
Cross.
We played several hundred games 
of pinochle (cut throat and tw o- 
hand) four varieties o f  solitaire, 
rumm y and gin rummy, whist, 
hearts, blackjack, p o k e r , and fan 
tan.
T o g e t h e r  we sang, swung, 
stomped out, and harmonized every 
swingtune, classic, operatic aria, 
hymn and spiritual we knew. We 
studied the star-studded sky, spec­
ulated on the depth' o f  the ocean 
and on the types of m arine life 
therein.
Real Am erican Boat
Tow ard the end o f  the trip there 
seemed to be nothing else to do 
but sit and think or sleep, and 
of the latter I did m ore than I 
had since my em ergence from baby­
hood. I am sure I have never 
been so well rested as I was when 
I arrived here.
One day I overheard a conver­
sation in which someone mentioned 
that as long as we were aboard 
the vessel we were technically on 
American soil. It occurred to me 
Later that the ship was truly rep­
resentative o f the United States. 
The boat was a product of Am erica 
in its most literal sense.
Its steel came from  Birmingham, 
Gary and Pittsburgh; its plumbing 
fixtures from  Pittsburgh and Phila­
delphia. Metal fittings, signal d e­
vices and canned goods carried the 
trademarks of Chicago firms and 
the chairs were manufactured in 
Grand Rapids. There w ere rugs 
on the floor from  Bridgeport. Pa., 
light switches from  New Y ork  City, 
fire extinguishers from  Elmira, N. 
Y., and condim ents from  a San 
Francisco provisioner.
A ll R aces  R ep resen ted
The guns, locks, light bulbs rope, 
rubber, concrete, shells, wood, oil 
fishing tackle, life  preservers and 
thousands o f other items represent­
ed almost every section of the 
nation.
I thought also o f  the persons 
w ho had assembled the ship.
During my brief stay on the west 
coast I had visited the shipyards 
and there I had seen at w ork al­
most all the races that go to make 
up Am erica: Italian. Jew, Irish. 
Greek, Negro, M exican, Chinese, 
Germ an—all the people w ho are in­
volved in this war.
Am erica's best in brain and 
brawn went into the m aking o f the 
vessel and as the nation is a m ix­
ture o f various bloods and races, 
so the ship was a com bination of 
the mental and physical resources 
of these people.
I did recall with some pride, 
how ever, that there is a ship— the 
Booker T. W ashington—just like 
the one on which I made m y trip, 
with a crew  as m ixed as the peo­
ple w ho made it/
A  False A la rm
Just about when I had becom e 
overcom e by m onotony, I witnessed 
a rem arkable dem onstration o f  the 
effect music can have on a group 
of people. In the officers’ salon, 
where we took our meals, there 
was an amplifier connected with a 
radio which I suppose was in the 
radio room  of the ship. It had been 
silent since leaving port, and I, for 
one, had forgotten its existence un­
til one night when it began to 
give off a Cackling sound, like that 
of bacon frying on the stove in 
the morning. Everyone stopped eat­
ing and turned anxiously toward
it. But soon it became apparent 
that the static interference could 
not be overcom e. We all turned 
gloom ily back to eating.
Dining, which norm ally has 
strong social aspects, becom es fin­
ally a grim necessary part of a 
daily ritual o f waking, dressing, 
making your bed and attending 
to other details o f the business of 
living on a freighter such as ours
Then one night, the radio be­
gan to crackle again. It was ig­
nored as just another unsuccessful 
effort to get clear reception o f a 
broadcast.
Then suddenly the air was full 
o f the rhythm of a breezy swing 
tune. Food was forgotten, faces 
lighted up, the pall o f silence which 
had hung over the salon for days 
was broken and we all began to 
talk excitedly  of when and under 
what circun dances we had heard 
this or that piece o f  music.
Hear Paul Robeson
I experienced a w elling up of 
pride within me when the deep 
voice of Paul Robeson came boom - j 
ing into the salon. I even listened 
with interest to a delicate classical 
num ber done by the Chicago Syrrv- 
phony orchestra which had 1 been 
at home I w ould have dialed out.
The entire boat seemed gay and 
festive that night, and I went to 
my cabin walking on air. Som e­
one had identified the station as 
Australian. It meant that we were 
not far from  our destination.
If my trip across tne ocean were 
uneventful, the same cannot be said 
of my arrival in Australia. A rriv ­
ing on a Sunday, our ship anchored 
in the bay outside the harbor 
where it remained for a while be­
fore two small launches drew up 
alongside to take the passengers 
ashore. There was a matter of 
checking with an im migration offi­
cer who c-ame aboard, but that was j 
quickly dispensed with.
Eight o f us, together with our 
luggage, boarded a small fishing 
smack of about 25 feet propelled 
by a motor which was started on 
gasoline, but operated on kerosene.
Engines W heeze
It was a gay party w hich pulled 
away from the freighter, for a 
two hour trip to shore, a distance 
o f between eight or ten miles. 
Suddenly the m otor began to sput­
ter and cough and after a few asth­
matic sneezes lapsed into silence.
The pilot o f  the little craft tin­
kered with the m otor for a while 
and soon had it running. But fur­
ther on, it died again. The third 
or fourth time it went dead, the 
pilot w orked on it so long that I 
though all hope o f  resurrection was 
gone, and that we would be forced 
to drift about in the water until 
morning, fo r  there wasn't another 
craft in sight. But after a long 
lapse during w hich I, without my 
coat, alm ost froze, we were off 
again. It was m ore than four hours 
after leaving the ship that we tied 
up at the dock, sandwiched in be­
tween two huge transports, like an 
ant with an elephant escort.
■\ It was not until several days later 
that I discovered that the whole 
group of us had entered the country 
illegally. Through some error we 
were not cleared by the water po­
lice. a very important procedure 
required o f all civilians entering 
the country.
But after chasing over the town 
for a half day. I was belatedly 
awarded my 'certificate of registra­
tion of alien" and life  began for 
me in Australia.
c\\>u




W ASH IN G TO N — (A N P) 
cussing the activation o f  the 92d 
division scheduled for  October at 
Camp McClellan, near Anniston, 
Ala., Secretary o f  W ar Stimson 
told his press conference Thurs­
day m orning that o fficers for the 
triangular unit would be for the 
m ost part colored. They were be­
ing trained now, he said, to take 
over the posts and from  the ex­
periences with colored officers in 
other units, they were proving 
highly satisfactory. He spoke of 
the training o f  o fficers in the 
various schools and colleges of 
the country and said the men 
were being graduated as rapidly 
as possible.
This division is a reconstituted 
W orld  W ar I division, the old 92d 
being recruited from  Negro selec­
tive service men from  the United 
States at large at Camp Funston, 
K a n , in October, 1917.
It saw service with the French 
arm y in the St. Die sector, L or­
raine, in August and September, 
1918, and took part in the Meuse- 
Argonne offensive o f  the Am eri­
can arm y from  Sept. 26 to Oct. 
3, returning to the M arbache sec­
tor on Oct. 9, to  remain there un­
til Arm istice day, Nov. 11.
Brig. Gen. Alm ond to command 
the 92d was born at Luray, Va., 
Dec., 12, 1892. He was graduated 
from  the Virginia M ilitary Insti­
tute and was com missioned a Sec­
ond Lieutenant o f  infantry, regu­
lar army, Nov. 20, 1916. He served 
in the 58th infantry, Fourth divi­
sion, and was com m ander o f  the 
12th M achine Gun battalion in 
France.
Gen. A lm ond was awarded the 
Silver Star for gallantry in action, 
the Purple H eart and the Ecuador 
decroration. Estella Agbron Cald­
eron. A graduate o f  the infantry 
school at F ort Benning, he was 
also graduated from  the command 
and jieneral sta ff school in 1930 
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SET TO BATTLE JAPANI SE IN SOUTHWEST PACIFIC
In a far-off American Army air base in the New Hebrides in the 
Southwest Pacific, these members of an anti-aircraft battery also snort 
rifles that are always kept handy for use against the Japanese.
are part of a large American force that is slowly cleaning up these 
islands in the Pacific and setting up strong U. S. bases.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 30, 1943
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HELPING TO MUZZLE TOJO’S NIPPONESE
B roadcasting from  a radio station near Pendleton Field, Ore., is the 
Fam ous Four quartet, a group o f soldiers from  various sections o f 
the country as they entertain their buddies. From  left to right are: 
■i Sgt. W illiam  T . Freeman, Detroit, M ich .; P fc . Russell L . Debnam,
W inston-Salem , N. C .; P fc. John H ow ard, Philadelphia, P a„ and Pvt. 
W illie L . Roberts, Concord, N. C. P hoto 2— P fc. M ack B. Anderson, 
engineers, Brenham, Texas, w ho manned a machine gun against 
Japanese planes attacking an airSeld in the Asiatic war theatre. His
gun was in open terrain since the firing pit had not been com pleted. 
Under continuous fire from  the attacking airplanes, he shot his gun 
in return until it went out of action, then he continued firing his auto­
matic pistol while several Japanese fighters definitely centered their
| attack on him. H e was awarded the silver star. Photo 3— Am erican 
soldiers in N ew  Caldonia erect native style hunts as cam ouflaged 
| housing. Interior view  of com pleted headquarters building. —  U.S.
1 A rm y Signal corps photos. / *
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W AACs To Assist Men Of The 93rd Division
These wom en are m em bers o f  the 32nd and 33rd post 
headquarters com panies, W om en ’s Arm y Auxiliary Corps, re-
I cently  dispatched to Fort H uachuca, Arizona, base for the 93rd,
! a ll-N egro division, to assist in certain  specialized duties. These 
W AA CS were enthusiastically welcom ed by the post o f f i c i a l s ^
\ o o  y- ^  (X \
Japanese Hold Colonel
w *  P r is o n e i '#
SAN FRANCISCO—(ANFi—Word received here through" aif «xchanga 
brought tidings that Lt. Col. Walter H. Loving, widely known leader •( the famous Fhitfppiof 
Constabulary band, and his wife are prisoner* in Manila.
Co). lav ing , a retired officer o f the
United State* Army, was called into 
the service o f the newly form ed Phil­
ippine government by President Man­
uel Quezon, his close personal friend, 
as soon as Quezon assumed office as 
president.
Under his leadership the constabu­
lary band became one o f the famed 
military musical organizations o f the 
world as it had been during his pre­
vious tenure o f service when the is­
lands were under the American gov­
ernment.
The last direct word from  Col. and 
Mrs. Loving was received here a few 
days after the Pearl Harbor attack by 
Mrs. Birdye Andrews, a personal
friend o f the Lovings. when a letter 
arrived which had been written some 
time before.
Pending that time friends in the 
bay district and in Oakland, where 
the Lovings maintain a palatial home, 
have been deeply concerned about 
their welfare. The exchange prison­
er said that the colonel and his wife 
had been confined to a Japanese camp 
for some time but that later they were 
permitted to return to their home in 
Manila but were confined to the house 
being permitted out only one hour 
each day.
Generals Praise Our
IN D IA — Praise from  two generals 
was heaped on  m em bers o f  a 
co lored  engineers’ unit fo r  excep­
tional bravery during recent Jap­
anese air bom bardm ents in this 
area.
A lthough  their duties are pri­
m arily o f  a laboring nature, these 
troops, accord ing to  observers, 
faced  the attack and fought back 
m ore gallantly than whites in  the 
com bat units from  w hich they 
are barred.
A m ong the engineers nam ed in 
the various accounts o f  individual 
courageous acts was Pvt. M ack B. 
A nderson  o f  Gayhill, Tex.
Pvt. A nderson  stood in  the m id­
dle o f  the airfield firing a m achine 
gun at a Jap Zero plane as it 
sw oped repeatedly over him , con ­
tinuing the fire w ith a pistol 
when his m achine gun jam m ed.
Personal com m endations cam e 
from  Brig. Gen. Clayton Bissell, 
com m ander o f  the Tenth A ir  
F orce  operating in  the China- 
Burma-India theatre, and Brig. 
Gen. Caleb V. Haynes o f  M ount 
A iry , N.C., com m ander o f  the 
India Task Force.
A  telegram  from  the form er to 
M aj. D onald L. Jarrett o f  Oak-
Bravery^
land, Iowa, executive o fficer o f  
the unit, said:
“ R eports say the conduct o f  the 
troops was m agnificent in  their 
return to duty, and the damage 
to the airdrom e was repaired al­
m ost im m ediately a fter the straf­
ing ended.
“ I desire you  and your troops 
to know  the perform ance o f  your 
duty is in  the line o f  the best tra­
ditions o f  the arm y.”
FORT HUACHUCA. —  (A N P) — 
Maj. Charles J. Blackwood, highest 
ranking Negro line officer in the 
93rd division, has been put in 
charge of the special service office 
of his division in the Fort Huachuca 
area.
Maj. B lackw ood succeeds Maj. 
Homer F. Browning, who is on spe­
cial duty with the G-3 Section of 
the 93rd.
Associated with Maj. Blackwood 
will be his assistants, Lt. Herbert 
J. Low ry, 2nd Lts. John J. Johnson 
Jr., James E. Gleason and Ruben 
E. Fraser Jr., all o f the 369th in ­
fantry.
Maj. B lackw ood rose to the rank 
of first lieutenant in W orld War I 
and at the end of that war worked 
as engineer with the Burlington 
railroad In March, 1941, he was 
called back to duty with the U. S. 
army and in June of that year went 
to Fort Huachuca and served with 
the 369th, organizing a special 
j training unit in the 93rd with- 52 
| officers and 1136 enlisted men.
---------—------------------------------- - -----I----------------------------------• "
End Of Year Finds Soldiers In
uinea With Fine Score,,
B y "S C O O P " JONES
S O M E W H E R E  IN  NEW  
G U IN E A —-(A N P )— C h ron olog ica l­
ly  review ing events o f  G en. D oug­
las M acA rthu r’s A m erican  fo rces ’ 
activ ities in  the New G uinea  ca m ­
pa ign , the pages o f  w orld  h istory 
b laze w ith  ep och a l data, T h e  
m on th  o f  A pril m arks a  year o f  
a ctiv ity  fo r  A m erican  ground 
lo r ce s  here. T h e  first to  arrive 
w ere N egro troops, April 28. 1942, 
during a heavy dow npour o f  trop ­
ica l ra in  a t P ort M oresby. A t th at 
tim e th e  Japs were a t the Ow en 
S tan ley  range on ly  46 m iles away.
P rom  A pril 1942 to  the present, 
co lored  troops, a long w ith  other 
A m erican  and  allied forces, have 
learned  how  to  ‘ ‘ take it”  w here 
a ir  raids are concerned , having 
been  in  better th an  50 o f  them .
T hese troops began  their task 
h ere u nder d ifficu lt  odds, bu t the 
Job was done desp ite th e  odds. In  
th e  fo llow in g  paragraphs som e o f  
th e  h ighlights are portrayed  a long 
■with a  few  o th er events th a t help  
to  a d d  co lor  to  th eir  first year o f  
service in  th e New G uinea  ca m ­
pa ign .
April, 1942— W hile  prepar­
in g  to  build defenses for  
, A m erican  a n d  allied forces 
;  th ey  receivet their first dose 
o f  N ipponese a ir -stra fin g  and 
bom bing.
H IS T O R IC  C O R A L SEA B A T TLE
M ay, 1942 —  T h ey  were alerted 
f o r  a possible enem y invasion. 
S trategic preparations were m ade 
and  th e khaki lads were ready fo r  
ba ttle  w ith  th e  Nips. T h e  “ pos­
s ib le”  invasion  never took  place, 
because A m erican  naval forces  
a n d  G en. M acA rthu r’s land -based  
planes m et T o  jo ’s con v oy  and d e ­
fea ted  it  in  th e  h istoric  C oral Sea 
battle.
June, 1942 —  W h ile  the battle 
M idw ay was on , forces  here were 
con sta n tly  harassed by  th e Nips 
fro m  th e air. A lso during th is 
m on th , three N egro soldiers were 
lauded fo r  rescu ing a p ilot from  
a  w recked plane. T h ey  were Cpl. 
H arvey C randall and  P fcs . Jam es 
S cott, and Julius Franklin .
July, 1942 —- W ord  cam e that 
Japs h a d  landed in B una a fter  
th e ir  con voy  o f  ships had been 
dea lt a considerable b low  by  allied 
a ir  forces.
August, 1942 —  Nipponese 
m arines m ade an  attem pted 
invasion  at M ilne B ay. A m eri­
ca n  and allied forces  reta li- 
i a ted. H eroica lly  am ong them  
[ w ere colored  quarterm aster 
troops. An o ffic ia l a n n ou n ce- 
T m en 1 was m ade Of the three 
soldiers’ rescue o f  the air 
corp s  p ilot in  June. T hey 
w ere aw arded m edals by Gen. 
M acA rthur.
R O A D  B U ILD IN G  R E C O R D S 
B R O K E N
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G en. M acA rth u r’s headquarters.
N ovem ber, 1942 —  C hapla in  H. 
D ubra, G ulfport, M iss., (w ho was 
th e first A m erican  ch apla in  here, 
and  incidentally  the firs t  Negro 
o ffic e r )  a fter  eight m on th s  o f  ex­
cep tion al work in  New G uinea was 
elevated from  the rank o f  first 
lieu tenant to  capta in . During 
th is m on th  Cpl. C ollins returned 
w ith  his exp editionary  crew  from  
th e O w en-S tan ley  ran ge section .
T O  O FF IC E R  C A N D ID A TE  
SCH OOL
D ecem ber. 1942 —  T h irty  N egro 
soldiers le ft  o n  a n  undisclosed 
m ission  in to  th e B una area, where 
A m erican  and a llied  fo rces  were 
repelling Japanese troops.
January', 1942 —  Several 
colored  soldiers were am ong 
th e first o f  en listed  person -
X X
nel to be sent to  Australia  fo r  
o ffice r 's  candidate s c h o o l  
from  New G uinea— A nother 
N egro o ffice r  and an  A m eri-
Septem ber, 1942 —  P lucky Cpl. 
R o la n d  Collins, B ay St. Louis, 
M iss., a long w ith  our o th er  N e­
g ro  soldiers and  Australians, 
m oved  out fo r  th e  O w en-S tan ley  
ran ge  v icin ity  w ith  a 37 -M M  p m  
to  knockout a Japanese position. 
T h ose  th a t m ade up his party 
a lon g  w ith  th e Australians w ere: 
P fcs . Jam es S m ith , T hom asville, 
G a .; Charles P ercy, C hattanooga, 
T enn., and  Pvts. R o y  Hicks, E ast- 
ley, S. C., and  R obert Davis, 
C harleston , W . Va.
D uring th is sam e m on th  a  co l­
ored  engineer com pany  m oved  out 
in  the d irection  o f  the O w en -S tan ­
ley  range to  build w hat they later, 
u n o ffic ia ly , term ed their "B urm a 
R o a d .”.
O ctober, 1942 —  T h e  engineer
com p a n y  broke road -bu ild in g  re c ­
ords in  establishing connections 
betw een several vital points. They 
received com m endations f r o i r
can R ed  C ross field  d irector 
were assigned to  th is base, 1st 
Lt. Edward H. Low e, M usko­
gee. Okla.. and Field D irector 
Sylvester L. R eeder, W ash ­
ington . D. C.
February, 1943 —  2d L t. Jam es 
N. B radord, St. Paul. M inn., be­
cam e the f i f t h  o ffic e r  to  be as­
signed h ere —  S ta ff  Sgt. D. W . 
Anders, C arbondale, 111., m em ber 
o f  an  ord n an ce  u n it here, was 
decorated  w ith  the P urple H eart 
aw ard by  B rig . G en. D w ight Johns, 
fo r  w ounds received  during enem y 
bom bin g action .
M arch , 1943 —  Negro troops 
again  face  possib ility  o f  being 
sent to  o ffic e r 's  candidate school.
S g t .  E d d ie  W a lk e r ,  L e a v e n w o r t h ,  K a n sa s ,  Pvt.  
N a t  G r e y ,  C h i c a g o ,  111., an d  P f c .  M a c e o  L .  W ig g in s ,  i 
N e w  Y o r k  C ity ,  in s p e c t  5 0  c a l ib r e  a m m u n it io n  at I 
an U . S. A r m y  ba se  s o m e w h e r e  in A u s tr a l ia .  P v t .  |
N at  G r e y  is the  in ter*a l l icd  b o x i n g  c h a m p io n  fo r  
the se c t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l ia  in w h ic h  he  is s ta t io n *  * 
( P h o t o  by  U. S. S ig n a l  C o r p s ) .
? ?
BIRMINGHAM SOLDIER SAVES 
12 FROM BOMB-WRECKED SHIP 
IN PACIFIC THEATRE OF WAR
B Y  “ S C O O P ”  J O N E S
( L o u i s ia n a  W e e k l y  F o r e i g n  W a r  C o r r e s p o n d e n t )
Somewhere in the Southwest Pacific, April 7.—  (Cen­
sored.)— Pvt. George Watson of Birmingham heroically 
went to his watery grave, 20 miles out of Oro Bay, oif the 
eastern coast of New Guinea, after having rescued 12 of 
his fellow-passengers from a bomb-wrecked Dutch ship.
This was revealed in an interview with Robert Haw- 
son, Australian civilian engineer attached to the U. S. 
Army, who was among survivors of the ship. He stated 
that a surprise aerial attack by Japanese bombers took 
place shortly after the noon hour early in- the month of 
M arch. T h ree  d irect hits w ere  b e ­
lieved  to  have been  scored  on  the 
ship. W ith in  15 m inutes a fte r  the 
bom bing, the ship was fa s t ly  sink­
ing. P assengers hardly  had tim e 
to  untie li fe  boa ts  b e fo r e  th e ship 
was en tire ly  u nder w ater. W atson , 
a ccord in g  to  M r. H aw son , was 
seen pu llin g  m en  fro m  the w re ck ­
age, p la cin g  them  on  debris  and 
fre ig h t fr o m  the sinking vessel.
He says that w hen  the ship finally 
w ent dow n, W a tson  w as seen to  go  
dow n w ith  it.
A m on g  the su rv ivors  o f  the ill- 
fa ted  ship w ere o th er N egro  sol­
diers. E ye-w itn esses cla im  th at o f  
the casualties resu ltin g  fro m  the 
bom bing, tw o  w ere co lo red , W a t­
son  and one P vt. Ike T o lliver . The 
la tter w as drow n ed  w hen  caught 
in a delu ge o f  fr e ig h t  fr o m  the 
sink ing vessel.
IC  w as learned fro m  M r. H aw ­
son  that all the passengers c o n ­
du cted  them selves v ery  ord erly
(C on tin u ed  on  P a ee  7 ) 
and w ere  well u nder con tro l. He 
stated that th ey  had been  alerted 
the previous night.
Pvt. W arren  H. Phillips. Tuttle 
R ock , A rk ., in an in terview , gives 
a vivid a ccou n t o f  his exp erience  
in the sinking o f  the sh ip : “ A 
bunch  o f  us w ere dow n in the hole 
p lay in g  cards w hile, oth ers w ere 
on  deck. W hen the b om b  struck, 
w e didn ’ t know  w hat w as w rong. 
W e  g o t  our life  ja ck e ts  and cam e 
up top . A fte r  w e g o t  up there 
w e cou ld  see planes fly in g  away. 
W e  started lettin g  life  ra fts  and 
boats dow n, but the captain  told  
us to  let them  stay up. W e  had 
taken  tarpaulins o ff the hatch  hole 
to  co v e r  the ra fts . These w ere 
ord ers  we had rece iv ed  earlier in 
case the ship w as sunk. A fte r  the 
ship started sink ing, I believe 
ev ery bod y  g o t  o ff  bu t the captain  
and W atson .
“ Som e o f  us w ere  floatin g  on 
ra fts , fre ig h t boxes , that had been 
aboard  the ship. . . . O thers w ere 
sw im m ing .”
W hen  asked wheth’er he was 
a fra id , Pvt. Phillips rep lied , “ I 
w as m ore excited  than fr ig h t­
en ed .”  ,
F ifte e n  Japanese bom bers, 
escorted  b y  fighter planes, w ere
b e lieved  to  have m ade the a ttack . 
A m erican  and allied planes arrived  
on  the scene shortly  a fte r  th e  
bom bing.
Pictorial Record of Louisiana
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Maneuvers of Division
Newspaper men covering the maneuvers in Louisiana of the 
3rd Division, first colored division activitated in W orld W ar 
l„  were flown from  C hicago to the m aneuvers area in a con - 
erted Liberator iB-24) A rm y bom ber, flow n by Captain Alexis 
ilotz, co -p ilot o f the plane w hich flew W endell W illkie around 
he world. On arrival at an  Arm y air base, they were p h o lo - 
raphed by Signal Corps cam eram en. L eft to right, fron t row : 
lari Murphy, editor. A fro -A m erican : M ilton  Bledsoe, m anager, 
lam as bureau, Kansas City (M o.) C all; D an Burley, m anaging 
ditor. New Y ork Am sterdam Star-N ew s; P. B ernard Y oung Jr., 
■anaging editor, Journal and G uide; Trum an K . G ibson  J.. a ct-
_
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ing civilian aide to  the Secretary o f  W a r ; Brig. G eneral B en ­
jam in  O. Davis, Sr., on ly  co lored  general in U. S. h is to ry ; 
G eorge C. M oore, A ssociated N egro Press, C h ica g o ; W illia m  G. 
N u nn , m anaging editor, P ittsburgh C ourier; a n d  W illia m  O. 
W alker, editor, Cleveland (O h io) C all and P ost. S econ d  row  
(1 to r . ) : R obert R a tc liffe , news ed itor, A tlan ta  W o r ld ; E us­
tace G ay, editor. P h iladelph ia  T ribu n e ; R o b e rt B urns, assis­
tant to the editor, C h icago D efen der; R oy  W ilk ins, ed itor, T h e  
Crisis. New York C ity ; Louis M artin , ed itor, M ich iga n  C h ron i­
cle, D etroit; and Ollie H arrington , P eop le 's  V o ice , N ew  Y ork  
City.
T actics  being em ployed in the m aneuvers are exp la ined to  
new spaperm en by M a jor  General Fred W . Miller, division co m ­
m ander (w earing h elm et), as Brig. G eneral Davis (second from  
le ft) listens interestedly. General M iller is ta lk ing  to  Y ou n g  
(center) and  M oore (r ig h t), two o f  the party o f new spaper­
m en. On the tow er are Lt. Carroll Fitzgerald o f the W ar D e­
partm ent bureau o f  public relations and J. R ich ardson  Jones o f  
A tlanta, G a „  newsreel cam eram an.
A m ong th e m ost potent w eapons o f  m od ern  w arfare are 
tanks— light, m edium , and heavy, and  our boys are being fo rm - ,
ed in to  tank batta lions and  show in g expertness in operating
them . P articip atin g  in  th e m aneuvers was a large detachm ent 
o f  tank units. Fast, w ell arm ored , and equipped w ith  plenty o fi  l tiK r u c u triiiu rt'u <uiu c f i c a m ic m  
w eapons— including: sm all can n on  and m ach ine guns, this ligh t 
tank speeds to a new position .
A division being th e  sm allest 
se lf-su sta in in g  arm y, h as to be 
equipped fo r ev erything fo r a t ­
ta ck  or defense. I t  has its own
supply, m ed ical, In telligence, I 
c le rica l, com m u nications and  ! 
t i m i l i a r  u n its .. Among th e  j 
w eapons fo r  bring ing down | 
enem y a irp lan es are  serevai
typ es of a n t i-a ir c r a f t  gun*,, o n *  
o f which is being aimed her# 
by P fc . J im  H enry M ullins o f  
D o th an , Ala.
C orrespondents accred ited  to  the T h ird  Arm y, in  wnuse 
\ m aneuvers the 93rd D ivision  participated , were quests during 
y\ their first day in  Louisiana o f  G eneral M iller, the division 's able 
I and jov ia l com m ander. In  the background (le ft to  righ t) are 
;1 C orrespondents Y ou n g  and Bledsoe, M r. G ibson, G eneral Davis, 
1 an d  G eneral M iller. In  th e foregrou nd are Lt. F itzgerald, C ap- 
1 tain  R obert B ennett o f  the m ed ica l corps, and  C orrespondents 
1 3. D on Davis, B urley, and Burns.
A soldier’s life  m ay depend 
n  th e  w orking con d ition  o f 
k  rifle, so  these m en  are well
ing their arm s in first class 
shape. Left to righ t: Privates 
W illie R ay, G oldsboro, N. C .;
H enry Hill, G alveston, T exas; 
Arthur H unter, B aton  Rouge, 
L a .; and Sgt. Sylvester Ditvis, 
Baltim ore, M d.
O n A rm y m aneuvers, w hich  are designed to  further train  
ou r fighters fo r  com bat, and  to  determ ine if  they are ready to 
t engage the enem y, everyth ing is sim ulated to be as near actual 
' eon ditions o f  the ba ttle fron t as possible. T here are “ casualties," 
1 “ burials,”  and "p risoners.”  T h is scene was m ade in a field 
1 hospital and show s P fc . Joseph  M ason  o f  T allu lah , La., and  
M ajor Serge Schw artz.
i L ight “ grasshopper”  planes 
are used now  for  observation . 
A tta ch ed  to  the 39rd D ivision 
are three colored  p ilots w ith
I m aster sergeants w ho fly  these 
observation  planes. I t  is p la n ­
ned  to have a t least ten  w ith  
th e division u ltim ately. R e ­
m oving wheels from  one o f  the 
planes are C orporals M osel L. 
G ray. Cleveland. O hio, and P. 
D . H uston, New Y ork  C ity.
Lt. C olonel H arw ood L. M ar­
shall. assistant ch ie f o f  sta ff 
fo r  the 93rd division, explains 
the extent and  characteristics
o f the m aneuvers terrain, w ith 
the aid o f  aerial maps, to a 
group o f the correspondents.
C orrespondents show n include 
Burley, Burns, R atcliffe . Jones, 
Davis, Nunn, Bledsoe, M artin, 
and  H arrington .
M edica l units are also given 
a real “ dress rehearsal” for  war 
in the m aneuvers w ith  “ casual­
ties”  being treated on  the field, 
at receiv ing stations, and  the
! field hospital. Here Lt. Stanis | 
M elendez o f  Pittsburgh in - 
i structs aides in m aking a splint 
fo r  a leg fracture. L eft t o  righ t:
Pvt. Everett Pennym an, Cleve­
land; Lt. M elendez: P fc. W al­
lace Read Jr., San Francisco, 
Cal.: and Sgt. Henry Spring. 
1 R ichm ond, Ya.
B e f o r e  g o i n g  o u t  t o  o b s e r v e  
t h e  a c t u a l  m a n e u v e r s , t h e  c o r ­
r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  g iv e n  a n  i n ­
t e r e s t in g  d ia g n o s is  o f t h e  t a c t l -
cal problem s involved  -«uid it divisional headquarters. L clt to 
background in form ation  by right; G eneral Miller, ( orres- 
General M iller and  his aides at pondents Bledsoe, Y oun g, and
I Nunn.
S e r g e a n t  Sander R. B arnett o f  Los Angeles. Calif., record ­
in g  t h e  dispatch ing and receipt o f  m e s s a g e s  in the field bv te le­
t y p e  m a c h in e ,  w h ic h  h e  o p e r a t e s .  T e le p h o n e ,  r a d io ,  and tele­
g r a p h  a re  a ll u s e d  b y  o u r  a r m e d  f o r c e s .
PITTSJBUBG COURIER 
Pittsburg, Pa.
De tejUN i  9 1943
P-
93rd DIVISION PSALMS >  ' ,
—Mr, Roosevelt is my shepherd, and I  am not in want (fo r  anything1). 
He maketh me lie down in fox-holes and slit-trenches.
H e leadeth me across rivers o f running water.
He restoreth m y pay by  allotment.
H e leadeth me in the path o f tall pine trees, with m y namesake; — 
Yea, though I  walk through muddy and “ reptile” -infested forests,
I do feel evil, because snakes, mosquitoes and ticks are after me.
The cook preparest m y chow  in sanitary field kitchens 
In the presence o f  m y enemy (snakes, m osquitoes and ticks).
The Supply Sergeant anointest m y head with a steel helmet;
The helm et runneth over the head (m y head).
But a fter spending 13 years and 8 months w.ith the armed forces,
I  will happily dwell on the field for  the “ duration.”
B y M /SG T. T H Y R  B Y R D ,
369th Inf., 9rd Division, Service Co.
Third A rm y M aneuver Area in Louisiana.
O  K r l  c T T 7*-  —  -> _______________________________________ ___ __________________
Their Job: To Blast Japs From Skies
W IT H  TH E 14TH  A N T I­
A IR C R A F T  C O M M A N D ,  
SO U T H W E S T  P A C IF IC — D e ­
ta iled  coord in a tion  is essential 
in a n tia ircra ft operations. O f­
ficers  o f  the veteran  7 42nd 
A n tia ircra ft  A rt ille ry  G un 
B atta lion , a ll-N eg ro  unit, get 
the fin e  poin ts fro m  th eir 
com m a n d in g  o f fic e r , L t.-C o l. 
D eM au rice  M o s e s ,  110-48 
172nd street, Jam aica , L on g
Island , N . Y . S h ow n , le ft  to 
righ t are, C h ie f W arran t O ff i ­
cer  L a y d c ll  B u ckm an , 550 A l ­
fred  street, D etro it, M ich ., ad ­
ju ta n t; C aptains L eon  J. 
P en ny , S m ith fie ld , N . C .; G u y  
M . Fultz, 589 L ex in g ton  a v e ­
nue, B ro o k ly n , N. Y .; Jam es F. 
V ea l, 22 W est 152nd street, 
N ew  Y o rk  C ity , ba ttery  c o m ­
m an ders ; Capt. C laren ce  M .
D a v en p ort, 272 H ague street, 
D etro it, M ich ., b a t t a l i o n  
e x e c u t i v e  o f f ic e r ; Capt. 
G eorg e  A d c o x , 741 C allier 
S p rin g  road , R om e, G a., bat­
tery  com m a n d er: C apt. Frank 
A . N ich o lson , 516 W est 11th 
street, D avenp ort, Iow a , bat­
tery  com m a n d er; and C o lon e l 
M oses. (U . S. A rm y  S igna l 
1 C orps P h oto )
F O R  M E R IT O R IO U S  SE R - ; 
V IC E — S old iers  o f  the 3902nd 
Q uarterm aster T ru ck  C o m ­
pan y  o f  the 16th A rm ored  D i­
v is ion , U. S. T h ird  A rm y, r e ­
ce iv e  the B ron ze Star M edal !
from  B rig ad ier  G en era l John
L . P ierce , com m a n d in g  the 
16th A rm ored , at K ontantins- 
bad , C zech os lov a k ia . F r o m  
le ft: 1st Lt. R ich ard  C. B o w ­
ers, B ru n sw ick , G a.; S /S g t . 
W illia m  J. B u tler, E lm ira, N.
Y .; 1st Lt. John  R. H ouse, 
G re e n v ille , N. C .; T /S g t . 
H arold  Jerry , H ouston , T exas, 
and  1st L t. Frank X . R egen  
Jr., M a p lew ood , N. J. (U . S* 
A rm y  S igna l C orp s P h oto)
AFRO-AMERICAN 
Washington, DC
DateJUN 2 6 1943
MANEUVER LAMENT -
1 By LIEUTS. CHRISTO L. WALKER AND E. DAVENPORT
Thinking, thinking, thinking,
Of the things I left behind,
Here is where I put in writing 
What is heavy in my mind.
We have dug a million ditches
And cleared ten square miles of ground.
We have drunk our beer and whiskey 
In the “honky tonky” towns.
But there’s just one consolation,
Gather ’round me while I tell,
“When we die we’ll go to heaven 
For we’ve done our stretch in hell.’’
We have built a million kitchens 
For the cooks to burn our beans.
We have stood a million guard mounts 
And have cleaned the camp latrines.
We have washed a million mess kits 
And have peeled a billion spuds.
We have killed a million snakes and bugs 
That tried to steal our grub.
So when work down here is ended,
Then our friends on earth can tell 
That “they died and went to heaven 
For they did their stretch in hell.”
When the final taps have sounded 
And we lay aside life’s cares,
When we stand our last inspection 
Off those golden little stairs,
Angels bright will welcome us,
Their golden harps will play.
And we’ll draw a million canteen checks 
And spend them in a day.
It is there we’ll hear St. Peter 
Tell us loudly— with a yell—
“Take a seat, boys of the desert,
’Cause you’ve done your stretch in hell.” 
Ninety-third Division.__________________ ____________  |
L ow  Casualties
Cpl Theoclis Emanuel of Detroit, 
Mich., regarded the low  num ber o f 
casualties as something of a miracle. 
According to com pany records, 
there were between 55 and 60 men 
aboard. One o f them, Pvt. Spelmon 
Cain, 764 E. 40th street, is a Chi- 
r m oa t£' --------------
Som e of the others w ere Cpl. 
Julius Clark o f Hollandale. Miss.; 
S.-Sgt. Roy Brown, Texas; Sgts. 
Julius Bellamy, Florida; Isiah M c­
Gee, Texas; Berry Jones, Georgia; 
Cpls. Anderson Fulks and John H. 
Harris, St. Louis, Mo.; Pfc. Norman 
Hall, St. Louis; and Pvt. Lender 
Demond. St. Louis.
There was no indication that an 
attack was im m inent and when the 
first shell struck the vessel prac­
tically everyone aboard was thrown 
off his feet. B efore the men conld 
scramble from the depths of the 
holds in which they were working, 
the ship was struck tw ice again.
But having arrived on terra firma. 
their lot was not a great deal bet­
ter, for some of the projectiles over­
shot their mark and were landing 
on the waterfront.
New Guinea Troops Brave 50 Air Raids
B y ENOC P. W ATERS
(Defender War Correspondent)
o Front
S O M E  WHERE IN NEW 
GUINEA. —  While it is true 
that the risk of a port bat­
talion is not so great as that 
of a combat organization, the 
nature o f  their w ork offers these 
men no greater security from  air 
raids.
Every m em ber o f the port bat­
talion w ith w hich I am living has 
undergone innumerable air raids 
and, as facetiously described b y  the 
men, most o f the injuries have been 
self-inflicted by  the men in  run­
ning for shelter.
“ M y on ly in jury,”  P fc. Leon 
Brown o f 6201 South Parkway, Chi­
cago, told me, “ occurred w hile 1 
was running for a slit trench and 
tripped over a b ig  rock.”
To run for cover during an air 
raid is no sign o f  cow ardice. It 
makes as good sense to run for 
protection from  shrapnel here as in 
the cities at home where concrete 
air raid shelters have been provided.
A  com pany now  officered by  Lts. 
Hampson Fields o f  Cleveland, Ohio, 
and Earl R. Garden o f Philadelphia, 
has experienced a little m ore of 
the deadly air bombardment by the 
Jap air force  and navy than the 
rest o f the outfit
Under 50 Raids
For several months, from  July. 
1942, to March, 1943, the com pany 
was stationed at a point where 
Am erican and Australian forces 
were still fighting the Japanese.
W hile stationed at this advanced 
base, where incidentally they were 
the first Negro troops quartered 
they underwent at least 50 air raids.
Ironically, the only injuries from  
enemy fire sustained by the com ­
pany occurred during an attack by 
a Japanese cruiser on a ship being 
unloaded by the com pany last A u­
gust.
Only two of the num ber o f men 
w orking on the vessel at the time 
were injured. They were Pvts. 
Charles Brow n o f M ilwaukee and 
Richard Simons o f  North Carolina, 
both o f  whom  have been awarded 
the Purple Heart and sent back to 
the states.
Encamped there w ere m ost o f the 
rem aining mem bers o f  the com pany 
awaiting the time to relieve the shift 
on duty.
Run A  Long W ay
“ W e w ere sort o f loafing around 
in a native hut situated about 50 
yards from  the pier when w e heard 
the shells exploding and the yells 
and shouts of the men,”  First Sgt. 
A lfred L. Fields o f New Y ork  City 
related. “A fter a w hile you get used 
to air raids and are sometimes care­
less about taking cover. W e thought 
it was just an air raid and m ore 
out o f curiosity than anything else,
I wandered outside.
“ I don 't think I’ve ever seen men 
running so fast, and as they passed 
me, they shouted the inform ation 
that a Jap’ cruiser was blasting the 
ship and the docks.
“ I hesitated just long enough to 
warn the men inside the native hut. 
and w hile you  m ay not believe it, 
some o f  us were in our cam p 15 
miles away before we stopped run­
ning.”
Cpl. Emanuel did not run the 
entire 15-mile course, but he ran 
quite som e distance. He recalled the 
location o f a slit trench and made 
for it.
Cocoanuts Fall
“ It was crow ded with Aussies 
when I arrived,”  he said, “but I 
jum ped in anyhow. W e felt com ­
paratively secure until one shell 
exploded nearby and vibrations of 
the bursting shells sent a deluge of 
cocoanuts upon us. One o f  them 
knocked out one o f the Australian 
soldiers.”
The men in their flight had to 
stick close to the unprotected road­
way because they had heard that 
the bordering jungle had been 
mined.
It is an experience about w hich  
they all laugh now.
But S.-Sgt. G eorge Robinson o f 
Chicago assured me that it w as no 
laughing matter at that time. “ M ay­
be some of the guys w on't admit it, 
but w e w ere all scared. It was 
som ething different from  an air 
raid, a little closer and a little dead­
lier.”
Tells Of A ir  Raid
H owever S.-Sgt. O. B. Collins of 
East Bernard, Texas, holds the rec­
ord for narrow escapes in the com ­
pany. In February he went to Aus­
tralia on a furlougn leaving his 
com pany in Milne Bay. Because of 
transportation difficulties, he did not
get back  until A p ril w hen he dis­
covered that his com pany had been 
transferred to another part o f  the 
island.
Until he could get transportation 
to the new  location o f his outfit, he 
was with a Quartermaster company.
He was standing in a chow  line at 
noon when the air raid alert signal 
sounded. “No one,”  he said, “ paid 
too much attention to it, but just 
as w e finished eating here they 
came. Jap planes drove after drove 
almost blacking out the noonday j 
sun. There must have been a hun­
dred o f  them. Their ob jective was 
a nearby airfield, but some o f the 
guys must have been poor shots 
because the bom bs started raining 
dow n in our area.
“ I thought m yself fortunate when 
I found a slit trench shaped like an 
L  into which I jumped. A  sergeant 
I knew only as S lick was in there.
In the other part o f the trench w ere 
three men from  the quartermaster 
outfit
“ What did I think about.”  he ex ­
claimed in answer to m y query. 
“ What do you think about during 
air raids?”  Somewhat shamefacedly 
I had to admit that I haven's ex­
perienced any.
One Man Killed
“ W ell,”  he replied a little more 
sympathetically, “ I don’t think I 
thought. I know  I was worried. I 
guess I was w orried about getting 
hurt. Well, all o f  a sudden there 
was a big explosion so near us 
that when we lifted our heads we 
w ere covered with dirt. When we 
raised our heads and regained our 
senses we heard groans in the other 
arm o f  our L  trench.
“ Slick and I crawled around, but 
our progress was blocked by a 
mound o f soft dirt. W e dug into it 
with our hands, and uncovered two 
men, both o f whom  were badly hurt. 
Just then we heard the Japs again. 
They w ere returning from  their 
mission.
“ We ducked into our trench again, 
but nothing happened. Later on we 
learned that there had been a third 
man in that arm of the trench and 
that he had been killed when the 
bomb had dropped directly on them. 
H ow those other two escaped death 
I don 't know.
“ I’ve often wondered since then 
what w ould have been my fate had 
I jum ped into that arm of the 
trench instead of the one that shel­
tered m e safely.”
c .._
<‘d<h f C >
South P a cific
SOMEWHERE IN THE SOUTH 
PACIFIC—Thirteen Negro soldiers 
in the same Coast A rtillery unit
Tenn.; and Judge Thomas, son of 
W illie B. Thomas, Cassatt, S. C. 
Pfc. R obert Butler, son o f  Mr
have been prom oted at an island 
base in the South Pacific, the W ar 
Department announced today. A ll 
13 have been in service since 1941 
and on duty in the South Pacific 
since April, 1942.
T w o w ere prom oted from  ser­
geant to staff sergeant: Benjamin 
Garrett, son o f Mr. and Mrs. Elbert 
Garrett, Aiken, S. C.; and James 
Cobbs, Jr., son o f  the Reverend 
James Cobbs, Sr., Pittsburgh, Pa.
Tw o were prom oted from  corporal 
to sergeant: Edward J. Ward, son of 
Mrs. Georgia Ward, Chadbourn, N. 
C., and George W. Cox, Jr., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Cox, Sr., 
Durham, N. C.
James C. C lary, son o f  Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Clary, Elizabeth City, 
N. C., was prom oted to technician 
fourth grade.
Prom oted from  private first 
class to corporal were Loars Ruth­
erford, son of Mrs. Mozella. Ruth­
erford, B row nville, Tenn., and Na­
thaniel Lytle, son o f Mrs. M innie 
Lytle, Black Mountain, N. C.
Six w ere prom oted from  private 
first class to technician fifth grade: 
Joseph M arcano, son o f  Mr. and 
Mrs. Otilio Marcano, San Juan, 
Puerto R ico ; Henry B. Heath, son 
o f Mr. end Mrs. S. T. Heath, Char­
lotte, N. C.; John D. Deveaux, son 
o f Mrs. Fannie L. Deveaux, Char­
lotte, N. C.; M ountell Currie, son 
of Bell Currie, Humboldt, Tenn.; 
Benjamin F. Gardner, brother of 
Mrs. Lola B. Conley, Tullahpma,
( y vl- <\x
and Mrs. W illie Butler, Edgefield, 
S. C., has been prom oted to the 
grade o f  technician fifth grade, ac­
cording to w ord received here. He 
is serving as a mess supply admin­
istration w orker at an arm y base.
Cpl. Jasper S. Barnes, son o f Mrs. 
Creola Barnes o f Brunswick, Ga., 
is with an air base security battalion. 
He entered the arm y in August, 
1942, and cam e overseas after the 
outbreak o f the war, where he re­
ceived his prom otion.
Cpl. Edward L. Byron, son o f Mr. 
and Mrs. Ed Byron, Macon, Ga., is 
serving w ith the arm y at an ad­
vanced base. He is a m em ber o f an 
air base security battalion. He en­
tered the arm y in N ovem ber, 1942, 
and has been overseas for  several 
months. He plays a m ajor ro le  in 
keeping the records o f  the m en in 
his organization up to date.
James E. Smith, Phoebus, V a„ to 
corporal in a quartermaster salvage 
repair com pany; A ndrew  S. Byrd, 
Fredericksburg, Va., to staff ser­
geant m  an.engineer battalion: John 
Neil, Houston, Texas, to  technician 
5th grade in an engineer regim ent; 
Lorenzo Mendie, Baltim ore, Md., to 
technician 4th grade; Charles E. 
Hopkins, Sandy Springs, Md., to 
technician 5th grade; Charles F. 
W illiams, Los Angeles, Calif., to 
staff sergeant in a quartermaster 
bakery battalion; R obert E. N ew- 
some, N orfolk, Va., to first sergeant 
in a coast artillery battery: Adler 
J. Houston, Los Angeles. Calif., to 
sergeant.
For invaluable w ork  in his role 
o f m otor sergeant at an advance 
base here in the South Pacific, Sgt. 
W illiam Bailey, son  o f Mrs. Winne 
M orell, W ashington, D. C., has re­
ceived a citation from  his com ­
manding officer. He is serving with 
a quartermaster service battalion.
A  form er student at H ickory, 
Pa., high school, Sergeant Bailey 
was a coal m iner before his in­
duction into the army in August, 
1941. He received his basic training 
at Camp Lee, Va.
PITTSBURGH COUEIBE 
P i t t s b u r g ,  P a .





N E W  Y O R K — Secretary o f  W ar 
H enry L. Stimson has been asked 
to issue a statement on the wide­
spread report that the all-Negro 
93rd division has been broken up 
and its separate units assigned to 
guard duty along the P acific  coast.
In its letter to Stimson, the 
N AACP declared:
"Inasm uch as the 93rd was the 
first N egro com bat division to be 
activated in this war, and inas­
much as N egro Am ericans had en­
tertained high hopes o f  the con­
tributions these men would make 
in com bat areas, you can appreci­
ate, we are sure, the e ffect o f  the 
reported action upon the Negro 
civilian population.”
The 93rd was activated in the 
spring o f 1942 and took part in 
field maneuvers in May, 1943. The 
division has received much public­
ity in the daily and weekly press, 
as well as in nationally circulated 
magazines such as Collier’s and 
Life.

S. Pacific Officers School
By ENOC P. W ATERS JR. ’
(Defender War Correspondent)
SOMEWHERE IN AUS­
TRALIA. —  A Philadelphia
school teacher, a first ser­
geant who assumed command 
of a company under heavy 
fire when it was separated
from  its officers, and a clothing 
salesman from  Emporia, Kansas, 
were among the 11 Negroes who 
were graduated as second lieuten­
ants at the Officer Candidate School 
o f the Southwest Pacific Tuesday, 
September 28.
The 11 Negroes w ere members of 
a class o f m ore than 600 soldiers, 
most o f whom have seen active 
service in the forw ard areas and 
three of whom  w ere decorated for 
meritorious service before the cere­
mony.
M ost of the new ly com missioned 
officers had seen service as enlisted 
men with either a famous quarter­
master trucking com pany which 
helped establish the "Burm a Road” 
o f the Southwest Pacific or the 
most w ell known port battalion o f 
the sector.
Included in the group o f new  of­
ficers w ere Walter Seagraves, Los 
Angeles; John L. Turner, Dallas, 
Texas; Eugene Love, St. Louis; 
James R. Grimmett, K eokuk, Iowa; 
Welton Biggs, Suffolk, Va.; Edward 
H. Henderson, Emporia, Kans.; M el­
vin M. Hatcher, Seattle. Wash; Fred 
B. Freeman, Philadelphia; Howard 
Williams, Los Angeles; Frank Mar­
shall, Butte, Mont.; Garland H. 
Puckett, Hot Springs, Ark., and 
Maurice Burke, Baltimore.
Assigned To Port Battalion
M ost o f  the new Negro officers 
are expected to be assigned to a 
Negro port battalion in New Guinea, 
the command of which is expected 
to be turned over to Negroes within 
the next few  months. This outfit, in­
cidentally, was lauded by Col. 
Harold Haney, com mandant of the 
Officers Candidate School, in  his 
address to the graduates.
Col. Haney, w ho has been respon­
sible for the training o f  every N e­
gro officer com missioned in this 
area, said that he w as proud Of the 
Negro port battalion because the 
morale of the men had im proved 
immeasurably since graduates of 
the school had been assigned to the 
outfit.
Using the records o f the Negro 
graduates o f  the school now as­
signed to the battalion, he pointed 
out the qualities needed for the 
success of new  officers in  the 
army.
Outstanding in the school o f ad­
ministration w here he was the only 
Negro candidate was Lt. Freeman, 
a form er school teacher o f Phila­
delphia. Freeman, a graduate of 
the University o f  Pennsylvania 
where he received his bachelor’s 
and master's degrees in education,
was an instructor at Scltzberger■
junior high school in West Phila­
delphia before  his entrance into 
the army.
Brothers M eet
The night before the com m ence­
ment exercises, one of the candi­
dates, W alter Seagraves, m et his 
brother, George, a sailor, for  first 
time in three years at the inform a­
tion desk of the Dr. Carver Red 
Cross club in  Brisbane.
It was a happy reunion o f  the 
two w ho had originally signed to 
jo in  the, navy. George, however, 
became restless and in 1941 joined 
the army. Walter, the sailor brother 
who has survived several heavy 
navy engagements, said as he 
pinned the bars on his brother, that 
he regretted not having joined the 
army.
A nother outstanding graduate 
was John L. Turner Jr., o f Dallas, 
Texas, who, like his father, is a 
lawyer. Turner got his bachelor of 
arts degree from  Bishop college, 
com pleted residence requirements 
for a master’s  degree and began 
studying law at . U niversity of 
Michigan and earned his LL.B. at 
Kent College o f  L aw  in Chicago. 
His father, John L. Turner Sr., is 
an outstanding barrister in Dallas.
27 Commissioned
M ost outstanding as a military 
personality am ong N egro gradu­
ates was Love, slight, keen and in­
telligent from  St. Louis, w ho earned 
the reputation as the best Negro 
first sergeant in N ew  Guinea as a 
result o f h is masterful evacuation 
of com pany A, of the port battalion 
after its harrowing experience at 
Milne Bay.
This class, the fourth, was the 
largest to be  graduated from  the 
institution, and the num ber of Ne­
groes graduating was the highest 
since the establishm ent of the 
school.
The 11 Negro graduates in this 
class raises to a total o f  27, the 
number of Negroes commissioned 
under Gen. Douglas M acArthur in 




NEW YORK.— (A N P) —  Refuta­
tion o f  the charge made by  the 
French governor o f  N ew Caledonia, 
Christian Laigret, that Am erican 
colored troops w ere terrorizing 
white women, came from  J. Nor­
man Lodge, white, Associated Press 
war correspondent, w ho recently 
returned to this country after serv­
ing for nearly a year in the New 
Caledonia area.
Lodge said he found nothing to 
substantiate allegations made by 
Gov. Christian Laigret that Am eri­
can troops, particularly Negro 
troops, misbehaved in any manner.
“ On the other hand,” Lodge said, 
“ the native population of Noumea 
continually gouged Am erican troops, 
or# shopkeeper in particular having 
becom e a local millionairess by her 
terrific prices for ordinary m er­
chandise."
Charge Race Attacks
Laigret denounced the behavior 
o f colored Am erican troops and
charged that white wom en o f  the 
island were not safe, even when ac­
com panied by  their husbands.
“The colored troops are the ter­
ror o f the white wom en o f  New 
Caledonia. They have attacked 
them even in the com pany of their 
husbands and brothers. Our women 
are afraid to go out of the house 
after nightfall though recently the 
U.S. embassy authorities took action 
and the situation is better,” he com ­
plained.
With no report on the situation 
com ing from  Maj. Gen. Rush Lin­
coln, w ho is in command, and a 
refutation of Laigret’s charges from 
War Correspondent J. Norman 
Lodge, governm ent officials consider 
this one o f  many false charges the 
N ew Caledonia governor had made 
against the Am erican forces sta­
tioned on the island. Laigret, who 
has asked that Noumea (the capital) 
be designated as “ out o f bounds” 
for Negro soldiers, is reported to 
be anti-Am erican in attitude.
i
S.C. Chaplain First Negro
lie In Pacific
By EtfOC P. W ATERS
(Defender War Correspondent)
AT AN ADVANCE BASE 
SOMEWHERE IN NEW GUI­
NEA— In the base chapel, a 
thatched shed with rough 
benches hewn from tropical 
trees and a crude but impressive 
altar, funeral services w ere con­
ducted last week for 1st Sgt. Joseph 
A. Taylor, o f  Abbeville, S. C., chap­
lain for an anti-aircraft gun unit 
here.
Chaplain Taylor, w ho died after 
a month’s illness on  Saturday, 
Dec. 18, at a military hospital here, 
was the first Negro chaplain and 
first Negro officer to die in this 
theatre. The services, brief and 
simple, w ere conducted by  Chap­
lains Jesse Moses, George Berk- 
heimer, John E. Bowers and Robert 
E. Hansen.
In attendance w ere 18 chaplains 
o f all faiths from  organizations in 
the area, Lt. Henry K. Roscoe o f 
Delaware, com m ander o f  the outfit 
to which the chaplain was attached, 
a score of his fe llow  officers and 
several hundred enlisted men from  
a num ber o f organizations.
Playing a portable foot-pow ered 
organ for  the services was Lt. La- 
verne Weigkelt, a nurse from  
Morris, 111., and the enlisted m en’s 
choir which Chaplain Taylor helped 
develop, sang effectively “ There 
Is Rest for the W eary,”  “ Swing 
Low. Sweet Chariot” and “ Shine 
on Me,” favorites o f  the deceased.
Follow ing the service which did 
not exceed 30 minutes, a cortege o f 
16 army vehicles accom panied the 
hearse over a rough 20-m ile route 
cleared o f traffic by military police 
to a m ilitary cem etery where inter­
ment occurred at . points along the 
road w hich parallels the shoreline. 
The procession passed details o f sol­
diers engaged at various tasks, who 
upon recognizing the string o f ve­
hicles as a funeral procession 
stopped w ork and doffed their hats 
in tribute to an unknown fellow  
soldier.
Battered and bullet-ridden Japan­
ese barges, grim rem inders o f the 
Japanese attempt to land troops 
here m ore than a year ago, dotted 
the rocky coast as silent monuments 
to men, who like the chaplain gave 
their last measure o f devotion to 
their country and their flag.
A  native o f a section o f A bbeville 
called Taylortown, where he was 
b om  July 7, 1906, Chaplain Taylor 
is survived by his widow, Lucia A. 
Taylor, a schoolteacher at Gastonia. 
N. C„ and a six-year-old son, 
Joseph Jr.
He was educated at Johnson C. 
Smith university and Oberlin Theo­
logical Sem inary and at the time
o f  his entrance into the arm y on 
June 27, 1942, was pastoring a Pres­
byterian church in Washington, 
D. C.
Chaplain Taylqr began his m ili­
tary pastorate w ith the 378th engi­
neer battalion at Camp Shelby, 
Miss., and was later transferred to 
the anti-aircraft organization with 
w hich he was serving at the time 
o f  his death.
Although no official announce­
ment has been made, it is expected 
that either Chaplain Paul Kidd of 
Kansas City, Kans., or  Chaplain 
Walter A. M iller o f Chicago, both 
o f whom  are unassigned, w ill be 
assigned to the vacancy.
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-  B y  F L E T C H E R  M A R T IN  ln  con d itio „  and on the a lert for
F o r  C om bined  N e rro  P ress  any em erg en cy  th at m ay ar ise .
H E A D Q U A R T E R S  O F  T H E  
S O U T H  P A C IF IC  C O M M A N D  (V ia  
W ire le ss )— A fte r  an a ir  an d  w ater 
trip  w h ich  covered  n ea rly  2500 
m iles, th is corresp on d en t lan ded  at 
h istor ic  G u adalcanal, lo ca ted  in the 
S o lom on s group.
I t  w as C hristm as, and  the tran ­
quil a ir  su rrou n d in g  the base gave 
no h int o f  the in tensive  action  
w h ich  transp ired  here a y ea r  ago.
Seasoned  N eg ro  troop s  are  in 
abundan ce. In fa n try , a ir  base se­
curity , engin eer, coa st  a rtillery  and 
a n ti-a ircra ft  elem ents are  scattered  
from  M unda on  N ew  G eorg ia  Is ­
land sou th  to  N ew  Zea land. Som e 
o f  these un its have been  in the 
South  P a c if ic  theatre o f  op era tion s 
22 m onths.
NO O F F E N S E  T O  D A T E
T h e fu ll stren gth  o f  a  co lored  
in fan try  fo rce  loca ted  here has not 
tasted  o ffen s iv e  action  to  date, but 
ha3 rendered  yeom a n  serv ice  on 
aeria l su pp ly  dum ps and landing 
docks. T hese m en have m om en ­
tarily  d ropped  th eir  arm s and are 
p ush ing  su pplies into fo rw a rd  
areas w ith  grea t e fficien cy .
T h eir  record  here is enviab le  and 
m ust be ca ta log u ed  w ith  their com ­
m endable h istory  o f  a ction  on  the 
M exican  bord er, Cuba, the Philli- 
pines and  at F ort  B enn ing , Ga. 
w h ich  is rep lete  w ith  h on orab le  c i­
tation s fo r  deeds rendered  in the 
field .
O n ly  the m ilitary  com m an d  
know s w h eth er th is fie ld  fo r c e  will 
be pushed  fo rw a rd  to  the peri- 
i m eter o f  com bat.
A t the present tim e this com p le ­
m ent o f  the South P a c if ic  o ffen s iv e  
is not d orm an t but <s heine- kent
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[Southwest Pacific Front 
Receives Its First Negro 
Nurses And Hospital Unit
o ^ -
B y  “ S c o o p ”  J on es  |
A s s o c ia t e d  N e g r o  P ress  
W a r  C o r r e s p o n d e n t
Som ew here in A ustra lia , D i 
31— (A N P )— F ou r A m erican  m ils  
es appeared  on  the streets o f  a 
m iddle-eastern  city . B edlam  broke 
loose am on g  our troop s  . . . and 
the nurses rece iv ed  an ovation  
that b e fitte d  a p rocession  o f  
queens. T h ey w ere m em bers o f  
a g rou p  o f  15 o f  ou r nurses, the 
firs t to  reach  the S outhw est P a ­
c if ic  area.
The g rou p  o f  nurses a rrived  at 
a p ort o f  debarkation  fu rth er  
south  with an a ll-co lored  station  
hospital unit u nder the com m and 
o f  M aj. A rth u r H ugh  Sim m ons, *I
larations be given  the w idest pos­
sible pu b licity , and that all o f  the 
edu cation a l fa c ilit ie s  o f  ou r trade 
union m ovem ent be used in fu r ­
th erin g  the ob je c t iv e s  w hich  have 
been herein  set forth .
“ Y ou r com m ittee  recom m ends 
rea ffirm ation  o f  the action  taken 
by the last con ven tion  en dorsing  
the P resid en t’s C om m ittee on  Fair 
E m p loym en t P ra ctice ” .
In co n fo rm ity  w ith the action  o f  
the con ven tion  and its in stru c­
tions, I am  send ing  you  this o f f i­
cial com m u nication .
I hojie and trust all State F ed ­
era tion s  o f  L a b or and C ity  C entral 
j .a b o r  U nions w ill g ive  this d ec lar­
ation  the w idest possible pub licity .
F ra tern a lly  yours,
(s )  W illiam  G reen  
P resident
A m erican  F ed eration  o f  L abor
W ash ington , D. C ., tw o w eeks 
ago. T h ey  are now  tra v e lin g  in 
advan ce o f  th eir  u n it and are 
■ nporarily  loca ted  at a staging 
a f o r  nurses aw aitin g  in fo rm a ­
tion  as to  w here their ta ct ica l o r ­
gan iza tion  w ill be perm anen tly  
stationed .
T h eir arriva l in this m iddle- 
eastern  c ity  crea ted  a sensation  
am ong ou r troop s  . . . so ld iers re ­
jo ice d  at the sight o f  them . E v ­
eryw h ere th ey  w en t th ey  w ere 
cord ia lly  rece iv ed  by  ou r m en and 
allies. The Dr. G. W . C arver Red 
C ross club , a lthough  bu ilt pri­
m arily  fo r  en listed  personnel, 
held a d inner in their h on or with 
Club D irecto r  S ylvester L. R eed ­
er, W ash ington , and A ssistant D i­
re c to r  M iss G eraldine R andall, 
S p rin g fie ld , M ass., as hosts.
T he g rou p  o f  m edica l fem in in e  
person nel w hile detached  fro m  j 
th eir ta ctica l unit are u n der t h e ' 
com m and o f  th eir  c h ie f  nurse, 
1st L t. B ird ie  E. B row n , 555. 
E d g ecom b e  A ve ., N ew  Y ork  C ity, 
fo rm e r  personnel and assistant 
bu ild ing  sup ervisor o f  the w o­
m en ’s pavilion  o f  N ew  Y o r k ’s 
H arlem  hospital. The ba lance o f  
personnel a re : I
2nd Lts. Beulah L. B aldw in, 
2211 E. 33rd St., C leve la n d ; D or­
o th y  O. B ranker, 1408 G rant St., 
N ashville ; P ru d en ce  L. Burns, 101




U .S. A R M Y  H E A D Q U A R T E R S , 
SO U T H  P A C IF IC — Chaplain (1st. 
L ieu tenant) Joseph D. Taylor, o f 
A bbeville , S. C., the first N egro 
chaplain  casua lty  reported in this 
w ar, died D ec. 18, 1943, in New 
Guinea, the W ar D ept, announced 
th is w eek.
A  graduate o f  Sm ith U niversity , 
N . C. (B .S . 1930), Sm ith T heolo­
g ica l Sem inary, Ohio (B .D . 1935) 
and O berlin School o f  Theology, 
Ohio, C haplain T ay lor w as called 
to  active  duty  on’ June 27, 1942.
The chaplain  a lso saw  service at 
C am p Shelby, M iss.; Cam p Y oung, 
C alifornia, and Cam p Stew art, Ga. 
H e w as a m em ber o f  the P resby­
terian  faith  and a native o f  Darien, 
Ga., where he w as born July 7, 
1906.
Isolated Ack-Ack Unit Keeps Lonely
By ENOC P. WATERS i l l .
(Defender War Correspondent)
AT AN ADVANCE B A S E ,  
SOMEWHERE IN NEW GUINEA 
—Eternal vigilance is a monotonous 
task. It is one of the imperative 
tasks o f war .about which, I believe 
i little has been written. It is one of 
the many unglamorous tasks of the 
war about which it might be said 
of those who perform it “ he also 
serves w ho only stands and waits."
These are the thoughts which im ­
press themselves upon me during 
a visit with a gun section from 
which I have just returned.
On the crest o f a hill 400 feet 
above the surrounding terrain, I 
found a little colony o f 13 men 
■whose lives revolve about a 40 mm. 
anti-aircraft gun and a .50 calibre 
machine gun. For 24 hours a day 
in two-hour shifts, these men main­
tain a ceaseless, uninterrupted 
ch o f the skies about them.
Like sprinters toeing th r  
awaiting the starting gun, like wary 
fishermen waiting for a tug at the 
line, they live from  day to day 
ready to spring into action at the 
sight of an enemy plane, at a signal 
from their radio which is never 
turned off.
That is the hard part of the job, 
Sgt. W illie Ensley of Houston, 
Texas, in charge o f the section told 
me, the never relaxing state of ten- 
•sion. That, he said, and isolation.
The thirteen men living on the 
hill have very few visitors. Tw o 
or three times a day a truck from 
the command post arrives with hot 
meals sealed in metal containers, 
mail and news o f how the other 
guys are doing.
Occasional Inspection 
At regular intervals, the platoon 
com mander or his executive drops 
in for an inspection. At rarer inter­
vals, staff officers stop in to check 
on supplies, communications, op­
erations. ,
But aside from these visits which 
can hardly be regarded as social, 
these men have no visitors. In the 
first place, mounting the steep in­
cline to the top of the hill where 
the men live is enough to dis­
courage all but the moSt determined 
and the- sure footed.
I had never essayed to cliiph a< 
hill so steep, so long before, anm 
when I finally reached the top afterl 
a full 15 minutes of great physicaji 
effort, I was breathless. I
“ It must be terrible having to 
climb that hill several times a 
day,”  1 remarked.
Go Down For Food and Water
"It’s a hell o f a clim b all right,” 
Sgt. Ensley agreed, “and you can 
bet we don’t go down any m ore than 
we have to.”  He told me they 
usually take turns going down to 
bring up food  food and water. “ It’s 
cool up here in the evenings 
though,”  he rem arked as though 
that were compensation for other 
disadvantages.
This position, he told me, was the 
toughest of eight in his outfit to set 
up. The incline was too steep for 
even a tractor to negotiate, so the 
ack ack gun, weighing two and one- 
half tons, had to be disassembled 
and wenched up.
“ Since the thing has wheels we 
though a wench could take the thing 
up easily, but we got to thinking 
about it and were afraid to trust the 
steel cable. It looked small to me 
for such a pull and I didn’t want 
to take any chances.”
Tune In ‘M osquito Network’
I dw ell on the inaccessibility o f 
the position to further emphasize 
the isolation o f  the men. The al­
ternative to entertaining visitors is 
visiting.
Though there’s no regulation re­
quiring the presence of all the men 
on the hilltop at all times, having 
to clim b that hill to return home 
makes them think twice about visit­
ing friends o r  even going to a 
movie.
“ Maybe w e’d go down oftener,” 
Ensley said, “i f  we didn't have a 
radio up here. It’s a lot o f company 
and we hear some pretty good pro­
grams over the Mosquito Network. 
“ The M osquito Network is a chain 
o f small radio stations operated by 
the Special Service Division o f the 
War Department.
Regularly it broadcasts news 
'summaries, records and transcrip­
tions o f  the best programs in the 
states. It doesn ’t matter that some 
o f the transcriptions are a year old. 
They're new to the listeners here.
P lay Lots o f Camps 
To w hile away the lonely hours, 
the men play a wide variety of 
games and write bushels o f letters. 
A m ong their games I saw ’strategy,’ 
‘m onopoly,’ ‘race around Australia,’ 
checkers, dominos, Chinese check­
ers and chess. Around payday 
poker and black jack  have an in­
ning. They do quite a bit o f  read­
ing too with detective stories prov­
ing the most popular.
Ensley is a man who knows his 
business. B efore he was drafted, he
c k  c(\  ̂o
v /  (V \ r
i worked for the Houston Shipbuild­
ing corporation which if nothing 
else, contributed to his powerful 
physique. He s older than the 
other men in the section, being 35. 
and rather quiet. He’s well liked, 
one of the reasons being his know l­
edge of his job
Back in the states, he won the 
commendation of an inspecting 
general for setting up the best 
camouflaged position. He is cer­
tainly no worse at the job  now 
than he was then. 1 doubt that 
few if any of the soldiers living in 
the vicinity of the hill knows that 
there’s a gun mounted above them.
Six From Houston
Six of the men are from Hous­
ton where their existence was un­
known to each other. But since the 
activiation of the unit they have 
lived and w orked together. Now 
their relationship is even closer.
I met and talked with each of 
them. From Houston, there were 
Opl. John E. Thomas, range setter; 
Cpl. Joe E. Cook, pow er plant op­
erator; Col. Coy Flourney, gunner; 
Pvt. Charles Fuldvr. jzimuth track­
er; Pvt. W inifred Williairns, lateral 
gun pointer, and Pvt. Lionel Feli 
ammunition passer.
Other members of the section are 
Pfc. John Howard, New York City, 
elevation tracker; Pfc. Benjam : 
Manitee, Newark, N. J., vertical 
gun pointer; Pfc. William Morris, 
Newark. N. J„ telephone operator; 
P fc! Louis Thompson, Austin, Texas, 
machine gunner; Pvt. Lorenzo J. 
Anson, Lakewood, N. J„ assistant 
machine gunner; and Pfc. Alonzo
M. Murray, Newark, N. J., loading 
flrer.
Such isolated and intimate liv ­
ing has led to the developm ent of
a sort o f communistic society. E x­
cept for tooth and hairbrushes, and 
a few  other intimate possessions, 
there is no personal property.
Common Ownership
If you ’re in need of a razor blade, 
you just rummage around until 
you find one. It doesn’t matter that 
someone else brought it. When you 
get a box of candy, or fruit cake 
in your Christmas package, you 
don ’t o ffer it around then put it in . 
your barracks bag. You leave it 
on the table where anyone who 
wants some can get to it conven­
iently. You even pass around the 
letters you get telling abbuf the 
goings on at home. Because aftei 
nights and nights of talking to­
gether, each knows all the friends 
of the other back home.
Somewhere o ff  to one side o f  the 
hill is a sream o f water and a na­
tive village. The doctor has for­
bidden the men to bathe in the 
stream. Water is not plentiful, so 
the most has to be made of a hel­
metful at the end of the day.
None o f the boys have visited the 
village, but the natives aren’t so 
reticent. They often drop by. One 
came visiting while Lt. Alexander 
Pitts from  Jersey City, N. J., was on 
the hill.
No Women
“You got Mary,”  he asked. Mary 
is their word for woman.
“ We have no Mary,”  Lt. Pitts 
told him.
"M e no got M ary too,”  he said.
The village is com posed entirely 
of men w ho are em ployed as labor­
ers chiefly by  the Australian army. 
The native men evidently feel a 
sympathy for  the soldiers, w ho like 
themselves, are away from  their 
women.
But that alone doesn't account for 
their haunting the little camp.
A fter w orking hard all day 
thatching roofs and digging ditches, 
they find radio music refreshing. 
They like cigarettes and candy too.
It’s not a one-sided arrangement. 
They keep the camp suppled with 
coconuts and occasionally bananas. 
They give the men com bs, canes
and little boats they have made 
from  wood.
Lt. Pitts o f Jersey  is a very tall 
young man, standing six feet five 
inches. He’s a graduate o f T alla­
dega college and got a master’s de­
gree in econom ics from Rutgers. 
He's done a little newspaper work, 
but is looking forw ard to a career 
as a teacher.
He is a hard w orker with un­
flagging enthusiasm. He is some­
thing of an authority on everything 
to his men scattered at four dif­
ferent positions.
Their nightly bull sessions often 
p r o v o k e  friendly controversies 
which remain unsettled until Lt 
Pitts drops in on his rounds. Some­
times he has to resort to his books 
to settle a point about astronomy, 
a subject in w hich the men have 
becom e deeply interested, or to de­
termine the num ber o f electoral 
votes New Y ork has. But he enjoys 
it, and they him.
Once C. S. Policeman 
Lt. Eugene Sample of Philadel­
phia is the executive. His visits are 
rare, his duties at the command 
post keeping him confln 4.
He has had a rath ’ ack-
STQund. A  gradu 
higE 'sch-'-iL in his 
a one-tim e stu a e ... 
tute where he toe 
gineering, he has 
tical section of tl. 
and as the only Negro o ..
Park policem an. His wire la u«- 
form er Miss Ella M. Green of Phiia- 
delphia. They have two children; 
Audrey, 6, and Lora. 4.
“Just think,”  Lt. Pitts said when 
I stopped by  to see him after visit­
ing the position, "those guys might 
stay up there a year or two and 
never fire their guns except for 
practice. And when their time for 
action com es, it’ll all be over in a 
minute.” He sm iled and added, “ It’s 
rather like a sprinter who trains 
for several years to run a race in 
10 seconds."
I feel pretty confident about these 
guys, though I know  very Ittlc 
about their business. When their 
times com e—if it com es— I’U bet
First Negro Chaplain 
Listed,As Casualty
U.S. A R M Y  H E A D Q U A R TE R S, South Pacific—Chaplain (First 
Lieutenant) Joseph D. Taylor, o f Abbeville, S. C., the first Negro 
chaplain casualty reported in this war, died D ecem ber 18, o f  last year, 
in New Guinea, the W ar Departm ent has announced.
A  graduate o f  Smith university,®----------------------------------------------------------
North Carolina (B.S. 1930), Smith'
Theological seminary, Ohio, (B.D. 
1935) and Oberlin School o f  The­
ology, Ohio, Chaplain Taylor was 
called to active duty on June 27, 
1942.
The chaplain also saw service
at Camp Shelby, M ississippi; Camp 
Young, California, and Camp Stew­
art, Georgia. H e was a mem ber 
o f the Presbyterian faith  and a  
native o f  Darien, Ga., where he 
was born July 7, 1906.
m s m
More Get Bars at 
OCS in Australia
By VIN CEN T TUBBS
A F R O  W ar C orrespondent w ith
U.S. Troops in the S.W . Pacific
[Copyright. Reproduction in whole or in 
part expressly forbidden.]
SOUTHW EST PAC IFIC  (B y 
Cable, C ensored)— Frank (F lash) 
Gordon, who ran ram pant over 
C IA A  gridirons for  M organ Col­
lege back in the late 30’s, was one 
o f eleven successful co lored  candi­
dates among 716 m en graduated 
from  Officers’ Candidate School in 
Australia on Tuesday, 
i Other m em bers o f  the class in- 
| eluded:
Ernest Green, form er Chicago 
cab driver, who raised nearly 
$1000 fo r  the N A A C P w hile an 
enlisted man; James W oods, Chica­
go, form er 8th Infantry Illinois 
National Guardsman; Clarence
(Continued on Page 2, Col. 6)
F M W n T I  
More Get Bars at 
OCS in Australia
(C ontinuer from  Page 1)
Laws, N ew Orleans, founder and 
first executive secretary o f the lo­
cal Urban League chapter;
R obert R im m er, Talledega and 
W ayne graduate, who was working 
as a pharm acist when drafted; 
L loyd  W illiam s, Jersey State and 
Colum bia graduate, w ho form erly 
taught in  Trenton; David Foster, 
Little R ock, A rk., 1940 Hampton 
graduate and also an ex-teacher;
P ierce B ronson, Macon, Ga., 
M orris B row n College graduate 
and form er insurance agent; W al­
ter Lewis, San Francisco, gradu­
ate o f T ougaloo College in Missis­
sippi; W illiam  Clay, form er Los 
A ngeles City College student, and 
Leon W eston, form er student of 
South Carolina State College.
F irst 4-Month Class
The class was the first four- 
m onth class fo r  officers. Others 
have been  3-month sessions.
Lieut. Gordon, still in fine ath­
letic trim, established a new rec­
ord fo r  the school’s obstacle 
course, running the man-killing 
400 yards in 1 m inute 16 seconds.
Most o f  the m en have already 
done lengthy tours o f  service in 
N ew  Guinea and all have been 
assigned to either quartermaster 




u y ^ J k
Troops Ashore 2 1  /
Men Joke to Keep 
Spirits Up Despite 
Perpetual Rains
DEL., M D ., P A ., N.C. 
SOLDIERS IN G R O U P
Christmas Packages . 
Still Arriving; Help jj 
Bopst Morale 
/ By V incent tubes
A F R O  W ar C orrespondent w ith
U.S. Troops in the S.W. Pacific
[Copyright. Reproduction in whole or i »  
part expressly forbidden.]
SOMEW HERE IN N EW  BRIT- 
1 AIN — (B y  Cable, C ensored)— Biv­
ouacked in an area that eighteen  
days ago was occupied by the Japs, 
co lored  A m erican  troops are now 
contributing their blood, sweat, 
and skills to the struggle fo r  pos­
session o f this strategic island 
while the war is just up the road 
from  us.
W e landed here January 13, 
a fter a short voyage over South 
Pacific Ocean waters and through 
Dampier Strait abroad a coast 
guard-manned LST (landing ship, 
tanks).
Seaman Tells o f  Landing
During the voyage. Seaman 1/c 
Joe M oore o f  A tlantic City and 
Petty O fficer W arner Baylor, 
senior cook, o f  Bala, Pa., m em ­
bers o f the ship’s crew , told o f 
the initial landing on D ecem ber 
26, when a convoy o f  LSTs, es­
corted by destroyers, put m arine 
assault troops ashore under sm oke 
screen cover, follow ing intense 
naval and air bombardment.
A s our ship jerked to a stand­
still, with its bow dug into the 
sand, the beach presented a pic­
ture o f  huge trees that have been 
sheared in half by navy gunfire 
and m ercilessly pockm arked by 
strafing from  the air.
The devastating effect o f  our 
bom bing o f  Target Hill, from  
which the Japs had com m anded a 
view  o f  ou r beachhead, cou ld  
! also be seen. The h ill is now lit­
tle m ore than a hump, a m ile or 
so beyond w hich our troops are 
engaging the enem y in close hand 
fighting.
2 D.C. Men F irst Ashore
The first colored  troops ashore 
w ere  two W ashingtonians, S g t  
Benjamin F rye and Pvt. James 
Holloway, who rolled  one o f  the 
supply-laden trucks down the 
LST’s ramp onto the black sand 
beach where this correspondent 
stood watching them.
They were the first colored  m en 
(after m yself) to set foo t on  the
(Continued on  Page 2, Col. 5)
Two D.C. Men 
First Colored 
Troops Ashore
(Continued from Page 1)
island. The unit is one o f a quar- 
! te™ a ster  trucking outfit.
a- m em bers o f  a service 
unit, disem barking from  an ad- 
om m g LST, raced through the 
surf wth packs on their backs like 
com bat troops charging to the 
attack.
Signs o f Jap Retreat
W ithout prelim inaries, we 
{ m oved into an area surrounded 
with evidences o f  the recent rout- 
i m g o f  the enemy. A  few  yards 
from  where this is written, the 
shambles o f  a Jap thatched hut 
first-aid station litter the ground. 
Shoes, bandages, m edicines, gas 
masks, grenades, ammunition and 
other supplies tell a grim  story of 
the enem y’s hasty retreat.
A t intervals throughout the day, 
the roar o f  our heavy field pieces 
can be heard as they range across 
the bay on a Jap bivouac area so 
close that it seems a good ball 
player m ight easily bounce a brick 
off a Jap’s head.
Southwest o f  our camp, we 
have taken a Jap air strip which 
is still littered with the wreckage 
o f Jap bom bers, fighters, and 
transports.
The perim eter o f  our hold on 
the island extends som e three or ; 
four m iles beyond this point. 
Marines have, pushed the Japs 
several m iles inland through the 
bush country but, beyond Target 
Hill, northeast o f  our beachhead.
Tales o f  the fighting in this sec­
tor are brought back by troops 
returning from  the day’*ifjgE iine
N o Native Caericts 
Supplying the—troops pressing 
the attack has been a m ajor prob­
lem  for  native carriers are not 
available here as they are in New 
Guinea. Our boys and their trucks 
have been brought in to push sup­
plies forw ard.
The boys are taking their tasks 
and accom panying hazards in their t 
stride. During daylight hours, they 
roll the trucks along— without 
fear but not without caution, for  
there are stragglers and snipers 
all about us.
A t night there is greater cau­
tion.
Perpetual Rains 
Rain is perpetually with us. The 
roads are alternately slippery and 
hoggy, the ground in  tents soggy 
and our clothes dam p and sticky.
Nevertheless, the men keep 
their spirits high with joking. 
A board our LST, while we stood 
general quarters as precaution 
against possible Jap dive bom b­
ing Sgt. M cReal o f  Ozark, Ala., 
said, in typical griping tone, that 
there are certain things he will not 
do.
“ I don ’t want to hear a living 
soul talking about what he ain ’t 
gonna do,”  T /5  W illiam  Adam s of 
Philadelphia cautioned, “ because 
we’re getting up here in the com ­
bat area and these Japs are liable 
to make som e o f us dig our heads 
in the ground like ostriches.”
Good Foxholes Left 
Fortunately, the Japs le ft us 
many first-rate foxhole- and slit 
trenches, so ostrich-hiding will 
hardly be necessary when the 
bom bs -come.
A s we fought away the bush 
with machettes, axes, and shovels 
to make our bivouac area, Cpl. 
Raym ond Page o f  Pittsburgh sud­
denly raised up and asked:
‘ ‘ I w onder what Belle would 
say if  she cou ld  see m e now.”
He was a pitiful sight— shirt 
off, pants hanging precariously be­
low his hip bones, and streaks on 
his face and body  where the 
perspiration had plow ed through 
the grim e. B elle  is his w ife.
“ She’d disown you ,”  Cpl. Thom ­
as Logan o f  W ashington shouted, 
“ and pu ll up your pants before 
a Jap steps out o f  these woods 
and you break you r neck trying to 
run.”
W riter Off to F ront 
W hen night fell, we had a tent 
ttle else. W e bedded down
on the good earth. There was lit­
tle sleeping during the night and 
the crack o f  a tw ig was echoed 
by the clash o f  gun breeches as 
cartridges w ere driven hom e and 
eyes and trigger fingers became 
alert for  action.
Daybreak brought the roar o f 
trucks rum bling along the road a 
scant thirty yards away. Their 
burdens w ere troops in fu ll battle 
dress, on  their way to the war 
up the road. M oving in  the op­
posite d irection  w ere other trucks 
bringing back the casualties of 
last n ight’s battle.
Cpl. Jam es P lace o f  Philadel­
phia, w hose truck is arm ed with 
a .50-calibre m achine gun above 
the cab, w ill drive this correspond­
ent to where this story can be 
dispatched: then I shall h itch an­
other ride— to the war up the 
road.
Men from  Md., Pa., N.C.
M em bers o f  this unit already en­
gaged in  taking supplies to the 
front and bringing back the 
wounded include:
Pvt. Francis W ood, Newark, 
Del.; Pvt. James Jeff, Kennedy- 
ville, M d.; P fc. Samuel McGowans, 
Camp Parole, Md.; P fc. H enry Da­
vis. Roslyn  Heights, N YC; Pfc. 
W illiam Brow n, Pvt. Clinton John­
son and Cpl. Calvin Thomas, all 
o f Philadelphia.
P fc. H erbert G reenwood, Johns­
town, Pa.; Pvt. Thom as A  vent, 
R ocky M ount, N .C.; Cpl. Richard 
Banks, K enly, N .C.; P fc. AUie 
Beard, Varina, N .C.; Pvt. Jimmie 
Boulware, Matthews, N.C.; T/E 
James Cherry, R obinsonville, N.C. 
S /S gt. Jam es Law rence, Halifax
N.C.
Som e Christmas packages cairn 
ou r second day here, am ong then 
a box  o f  cigars from  Cpl. Nook 
Pages’s w ife, Belle, with which w 
are horse-trading. The preser 
gave m orale a good  boost.
Japs Drop Night BomlTw
icester Yari
by now and we sat in our trench 
feeling very silly. W e laughed 
when W aters finally stum bled out 
o f the tent— the only person al­
most dressed.
] then the roar o f  the plane direct­
ly overhead.
Gunshots sounded the raid 
alarm, four men struggled with
[Copyright. R.prodocU on in whole or ln ' g’ Ufy m osquito nets Cpl Thomas 
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A F R O  W ar Correspondent w ith  
U.S. Troops in the S.W. Pacific
CAPE GLOUCESTER, NEW  
B R IT A IN — (B y Cable— Censored) 
l— A  single enemy bom ber visited 
us a few  nights back and laid
then disappeared.
Cpl. Place and this correspon-. 
dent tied in the dash for a slit 
trench we had finished digging 
and em bellishing with sandbags
two eggs. The yolks spattered a{ dusk. Waters put his shoes on 
over twenty men, all white, and first and cou ldn ’t get pants on
several died.
The raider was gone before  we 
in our camp knew what was hap­
pening.
In m y tent are six men, Cpls. 
Jim m y Place. Philly; Thomas Lo­
gan, W ashington; Calvin Thomas, 
Philly; Pvt. Raym ond Page, Pitts- 
! burgh, and Enoc Waters, Chicago 
correspondent and I.
A ll H alf Awoke
over them.
The plane was gone out to sea
N o one was asleep. We haven’t 
slept since we came here. We 
were som ewhere between slum ber 
and wakefulness when we heard 
the faint drone, two dull thuds:
m
Large Corner i-orce Arrives 
In South Pacific Islands*^
4 ---------------------------------------
By FLETCH ER MA! <? i, Representing the Combined Negro Press
ADVANCED SOUTH PACIFIC ARMY HEADQUARTERS— (By W ireless)—Ready 
for action, tough and forbidding in appearance, the advance echelon of a large Negro 
combat force, disembarked in the Solomon islands this week (the week ending January 
29) after a long and uneventful voyage across the Pacific ocean.
These units, part o f the largest v   — ■ ■ ■
aggregation o f  N egro com bat sol­
diers so far sent overseas, appeared 
fresh  despite their m any days at 
sea.
'th ey  have made cam p in the 
bosom  of the tropical jungles.
W hen news was received through 
the high com m and here that these 
troops had arrived, morale notice­
ably soared am ong the veteran Ne­
gro  troops already here. The new 
fighters were royally welcom ed to 
the w orld ’s w orst jungles and to 
the fighting which lies ahead.
A t this base, the newcom ers ex­
plored their surroundings and ex­
pressed surprise at the m ountain­
ous terrain, but emphasized that 
the heat and dust were no differ­
ent from  the California deserts 
where they had maneuvered.
I f  the determination and spirit 
shown by these advance units serve 
as criteria fo r  the entire outfit, the 
com plete force  must be ready to 
substantiate the confidence placed 
in it by all colored Am erica.
They are alert to the fact that 
all Am erica has its eyes on them.
The newly-arrived Negro officers 
boost the total o f  colored officers 
in the South P acific  to almost 50.
The new officers are Captains 
R. R. Williams, Tampa, Fla.; P. G.
Dawson, Providence, R . L ; E. A. 
Lee, Indianola, Miss.; also Lieuts. 
Leander Anthony, Baton Rouge, 
La.; C. Johnson, Atlanta, Ga.; L.
A. J. Tudor and R. A. Hammonds, 
New York, N. Y .; W endell McCon­
nell, W ashington, D. C.; R. L. 
Sweeney, E nglew ood, N. J.; Earl 
J. Reason, Charleston, W . V a .; M.
B. Jones, Gloucester, Va.; J. W.
Ponds, Spartanburg, S. C.; Ernest 
W ard, Lebanon, Tenn.; R obert H. 
Davis, Philadelphia, Pa.: W illiam 
Brown, Cleveland, O hio; C. R. W ar­
ren, Cleveland, Ohio; H. Lewis. I 
Boston, Mass., and G eorge Evans! 




By FLETCHER P. MARTIN
U. S. W ar Correspondent
(R ep resen tin g  th e  .to u n it  I and Guide and
Negro N ewspaper P u b lish ers A ssociation) 
(C opyrighted . Reproduction  Expressly 
Forb id d en .)
ADVANCE BASE, SOUTH 
PACIFIC — (Via Courier) — 
The trip was no different. 
Dark clouds drenched the 
ocean. The ocean drenched 
the ship. South winds grew 
stronger and the towering 
mast reeled drunkedly. The 
bow and stern threatened to 
dip under the f o a m i n g  
water. The stomach threat­
ened to secede. During the 
night the ship resembled a 
black shadow as she perilous­
ly moved to the northern
\
destination. We were in a 
squall. Dishes rattled as the 
ship r o l l e d .  The deisel 
churned unceasingly.
Shoving o f f  from  the jaggerecl 
shore o f  G uadalcanal we rounded 
the poin t and headed fo r  the open  
sea. T h a t was the first a fternoon . 
M id -m orn in g  o f  the second day 
we passed the spot where the A l­
lies had lost four ships during 
G uadalcanal landings. An enem v 
task force  had picked them  o ff  
one at a time.
T he indigo blue water rip ­
pled, underneath were these 
battered cra ft and dead crews.
It gave one a feeling hardly 
describable.
T he ship 's executive o ffice r  said 
he was from  M aine and had been 
under aerial bom bardm ent four 
times. T he last time an arm or 
p iercing buster had dropped 100 
yards o f f  the stern. It was best 
to keep a life ja ck et handy. We 
have been lucky, he said. But a f ­
ter a tim e one gets so one doesn 't 
care, he added. T here is so little 
tim e any way you look at it.
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W e reached our destination, the 
New G eorgia  group. The islands 
were n o d ifferen t from  any in the 
South P acific . D am p, mu ty. 
lonely. M aybe it w'as the conttont_ 
rains that gave the feeling o f lonr-T 
som eness. Soldiers seemingly 
m oved w ithout aim  around the 
dock. The islands were like lr,-"e 
m ountains springing out o f  the 
sea. m ountains o f  coral and snake- 
root trees.
W e disem barked and boarded i 
barge cram m ed with trucks and 
bom bs. T he sea was rough but 
the pilot said the trucks wouldn't 
roll o f f .  I found a cam p o f  N egia . 
in fantry. A jeep  was waiting 
when our barge pushed ashore and 
we m ade our way along a coral 
road to th e in fantry. T h e  driver 
rem arked som ething about the 
rain and h ot co ffee  waiting. M ili- 
t a r y policem en  patrolled the 
highw ay to dissuade speeding.
For tw o days and nights 
now the rain has refused to 
quit— even for  an hour. The 
barges stop running beeause of 
the high rvaves. Capt. T. H. 
Brooks (chaplain  from  San­
ford , N. C .l, has had to reen­
force  our tent.
T h is is the South P acific. It is 
tlie w orst o f  p laces: it is the best 
o f  places. A t the present it  is a 
sacred haven for  everything that 
stinks. T h e  slim y lttle lizards 
craw ling around th e  screen, the 
unrelenting hum  o f  thousands of 
insects, the basking crocodiles, the 
sm elly trees— and the dow npour.
T he cam p site here, I  was told, 
was on ce th ick  jungles. These 
m en. n ot unlike the pioneer o f an ­
other era, h ave had to  ch op  trees 
and build road s to  m ake habitable 
a site even the natives ignored. 
T h eir tents cover a wide area and 
n ightly  the acres are guarded by 
lone sentries, w ho like the ship, 
resem ble ghosts in  the n ight.
A cross th e ch ann el are a l­
lied a irfields. Long runways 
guarded by N egro antiaircraft 
units. T h e  colored in fantry 
at th e present works the 
docks. In  the event that 
M unda is p laced under an 
em ergency again, these men 
ca n  fig h t as well as work. 
B om bings from  enem y a ircraft 
are n o t as heavy now as form erly 
because th e  perim eter o f  com bat 
has been pushed further n orth ­
ward. A n oth er poin t, our a ir su­
periority  dissuades an enem y a t­
tem pt to ham m er installations 
here.
N egro troops are p lentifu l. En­
gineers for  road construction , 
truck units to  haul heavy am m u­
n ition , the unit o f in fan try  to  man 
the docks. Due to  inclem ent 
w eather, roads o f  com m u nication  
have been ham pered, bu t the n a ­
tive w eatherm an, by the sense o f 
smell, has prom ised tom orrow  w ill 
be fa ir  and warm er. W e can  m eet 
people.
NSW YORK TIMES 
New York, City-
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7 . S. Wegro T roop s C rack  B ougainville F oe ; 
Som e F rom  H arlem  in S p irited  A ction
By F R A N K  L. K LU CKH OH N
By Cable to T he N ew  York T im e s .
A L L IE D  H E A D Q U A R T E R S IN  
THE SOUTH P A C IFIC , M arch 16 
— F or the first tim e in this area 
organized N egro com batant troops
have been in action. Led Sec- 21, o f  C hicago. Sergeant Douglas! 
ond Lieut. H enry J. M cA llister o f  w ho has had fou r years in the 
H am burg, N. Y „  they took  the o f-  atm y, com m ented, “ I  w ant to get 
fensive against Japanese w ho had 
infiltrated A m erican  lines at E m ­
press A ugusta Bay, on B ougain­
ville Island, drove the Japanese 
back, infiltrated their lines and 
generally caused a sensation.
Ton ight as this is written one 
battalion o f  the T w enty-fourth  In ­
fantry, o fficered  by  whites but 
w ith  all the rest o f  the organiza­
tion N egroes, is holding an active 
segm ent in the Bougainville line.
There has been a little A nzio 
show  at Bougainville, where des­
perate Japanese on the isolated is­
land tried in num bers to drive o f f  
the Am ericans. They actually, it 
is now  revealed, broke our lines in 
places by their suicidal attacks 
and, as is generally known, put the 
airstrips under fire. Then troops 
o f the Thirty-seventh A m erican  
Division aided b y  tanks and flam e­
throw ers drove them back. N ow  
w e have taken the offensive again, 
and at this point a com bat patrol 
o f the T w enty-fourth  In fantry 
w ent into action.
T hey in filtrated several thousand 
yards w ithin the Japanese lines, 
killed som e o f  the enem y, threw 
others o f f  balance and evaded a 
Japanese ambush attem pt in re­
turning to their own lines. In oth ­
er w ords, these lads, som e o f them
nese in their chosen m edium — the 
jungles.
The firs t Japanese to  be killed 
b y  an A m erican  N egro  was bagged 
b y  Technical Sgt. A lonzo Douglas,
from  Harlem , ou t-fou ght the Japa-ing.
m ore Japs.”
Sergeant D ouglas also remarked. 
"I  was a little nervous at first, but 
it w as all r igh t as soon as you got 
out a w ays.”
‘ ‘W e are go in g  to get som e more 
action  soon, aren’t we, Lieuten­
a n t ? ” one soldier asked.
“ Y ou  said it, son,”  answered 
Lieutenant M cAllister.
Three patrols w ere sent out, ac­
cord ing to  M a jor Carey Meredith 
o f Shreveport, La., but only one 
saw  action. W hen Japanese fire 
pinned them dow n as they were re­
turning to  our lines the A m erican ’s 
returned the fire  steadily, and the 
Japanese fled.
To those o f us am ong the corre­
spondents w ho have seen A m eri­
can N egro soldiers w ork in g nights 
to  build new airfields, chanting as 
they w orked, and w ho have 
w atched them uncom plaining load 
ships and do “ heavy” w ork  at Tu­
nisian atrfields within range of 
planes, there w as som ething good 
in know ing that som e o f them were 
in action  at last, and it w as better 
to  kn ow  that they had done super­
b ly  in their first test.
A n  entire N egro  division is now 
in the South P acific . The regim ent 
o f  those elem ents in action  is com ­
m anded by  Lieut. Col. Julian C. 
H earne o f W heeling, W . Va. It has 
had long training in jungle fight-
Date MAP 1 # 1944
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Cleveland, Ohio
NEGRO ARTILLERY UMT SEES FIRST 
ACTUAL FIGHTING ON IOBGAINVILLE
24TH INFANTRY TROOPS IN 
ACTION AGAINST JAPANESE
BY FLETCHER MARTIN 
U. S. W ar Correspondent
(Representing the Call-Post and 
Negro Publishers Association)
BOUGAINVILLE — (By Cable)— 
Marking the first time that Negro 
ground troops have tasted action 
in the South Pacific under the com­
mand o f Admiral Halsey, the 54th 
Coast Artillery, operating as field 
artillery, has just begun to partici­
pate in tactical fighting by attack­
ing enemy positions, while a unit 
o f the 24th infantry, after recon- 
noitering has taken positions as a 
reserve unit in support of Ameri­
can forces o f divisional strength.,
Intense American artillery bar­
rages led this observer to believe 
that the beach around Empress Au­
gusta Bay is in danger of attack 
from Japanese forces on three sides. 
Manning large field artillery can­
nons, enemy positions were batter­
ed into a mass of -broken debris. 1 
These artillery bombardments are 
now daily occurrences, and recon­
naissance shows that the shelling is 
most effective. Counterattacks by 
the enemy are weak.
I  observed a Negro unit during 
the firing o f  128 rounds, and could 
feel the ground shudder as orange 
flames licked the cannon mouths
) ------
as shells were hurled several tho 
sand yards at enemy lnstallatio 
and radio shacks.
The men, and the commander, 
M ajor Ely, are tremendously proud 
of the fact that they are the first 
to see real action. Only slight injur­
ies have been sustained. During a 
recent barrage, four soldiers receiv­
ed injuries when a shell exploded 
prematurely.
It is recalled that the 54th was 
aboard the transport President 
Coolidge when it was sunk off Ne\d 
Hebrides after hitting a mine. Thu 
outfit received commendation foJ 
its speedy evacuation from the 
doomed ship without the loss of a 
man.
Knowledge of their tactical mis­
sion under corps artillery group 
and Brigidair General L. M. Kre- 
ber strengthens confidence in each 
command to fire. The Japanese 
troops are so close that groups of 
soldiers have been observed «wim- 
ming a m'Ue down the beach from 
our stragetic beachhead.
Wholesale attack by enemy forc­
es is thought quite possible in some | 
quarters, as our strategic air strips[ 
give bombers protection for strikes 
on the enemy bastion at Rabaul 
and Buka area on the north end of 
Bougainville. This base must be 
held at all costs. It is the nortb- 
rrnmost point to which Negro 
troop* have ever been dispatched 
in this command. A  unit o f  Fiji In­
fantry is also operating in this sec­
tor.
Danger is Imminent, and as this 
is written shells from our battery 
shellack enemy positions and forc­
es are ready for any eventuality. 
In this hour anything Is expected. 
Whenever it comes, Negro troops 
will be on the throwing end.
CHICAGO SUNDAY BSD 
Chicago, III.
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Historic Negrro 
Troop Action
'W ^HEN the 24th In fa n try  becam e the first 
™  N egro A m erican  in fa n try  unit to  en­
gage in enem y action  in W orld  W ar II  on
M arch 11, h istory  was made.
F letcher M artin, N egro  press w ar corre ­
spondent, in record in g  this event said that 
nine hours a fter  the N egro  A m erican  In­
fan try  was throw n into a fro n t line posi­
tion in the B ougainville  sector “ several o f  
its soldiers em erged from  the skirm ish to 
be com m ended by  their officers fo r  bravery 
beyond the call o f  du ty .”
It was reported  the boys w ere glad to 
be out o f  the kitchen and on the firing line. 
One “ slow -spoken v eteran ”  was reported  
as saying, “ N ow  we fe e l like sold iers.”  This 
was his reaction  a fte r  the assault and 
thunder o f  Jap m ortar fire, light artillery 
and lesser salvos.
The gallant action  o f  the N egro soldiers 
at B ougainville  was a fit counterpart to the 
initial and subsequent air offensives o f  the 
99th Squadron in N orth A frica , S icily , N et- 
tuno and A n zio  beachheads in Ita ly .
As these gallant actions are transpiring, 
it is in teresting, even i f  with a tinge o f  
rem orsefu lness, to  reflect -about the m any 
things that have been  said b y  the arm chair 
strategists and self-deluded  citizens and 
officers regard ing the aptitudes and battle­
worthiness o f  N egro soldiers.
In spite o f  the handicaps Of being  a 
N e g ro  soldier our boys in nearly all assign- 
m ens w hether in aerial com bat, engineer­
ing assignm ents, o r  oth er land operations, 
the boys have pitched in and served so 
w ell that encom ium s cou ld  not be w ithheld 
from  them .
W e as h om efron t w orkers and fighters 
ask on e  th ing above all f o r  ou r boys on 
the fa r -flu n g  battlefields and that is, that 
the officers o f  the A rm y and N avy co n ­
tinuously do everyth ing in their pow er to  
lessen the double  strain  on  ou r m en o f  
fighting, t he enem y w ith ou t and the enem y ,
(segregation , race bias and in ju stice ) w ith­
in. C ertainly i f  N egroes can p erform  so 
well even under this dual handicap, it w ould 
be w ell-w orth  a sporting  chance to  observe 
their record , unencum bered, with hostility 
on  ou r ow n side.
THE PHILA. TRIBUNE 
Philadelphia, Pa.
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5  Enemy 
Gun Forts 
Destroyed
By FLETCHER P. M AR TIN
U. S. War Correspondent 
(Representing the Philadelphia 




BOUGAINVILLE — (Via 
Ted Poston News Bureau, 
O W I)— Mass enemy infantry 
met mass Negro infantry on 
April 3 when elements of the 
93rd Division, in initial action, 
completely routed a superior Jap 
force, killing 25, blowing up 5 
pill boxes and capturing enemy 
equipment.
For two days both forces 
fought with rage and skill on the 
rain-drenched earth. The battle 
occurred along the Numa-Numa 
trail in the vicinity of the Laru- 
ma River, five thousand yards 
in a northerly direction from 
the American beachhead.
The 93rd forces advanced un­
der fire using automatic rifles, 
machine guns, mortars, grenades 
and bazooka and drove the ene- 
from entrenchments.
The main mission for the 0  
was to find arid destroy the e n e ­
m y , which was believed hiding 




T he General added that al ! 
the Japs are on the run her
making fourteen futile effclt
snatch the beachhead, there still re­
m ain thousands in the dark jungles. 
The enemy has proved to be a good 
soldier, especially the division here 
which saw action in  China.
As the rapers or Nanking, they have 
advanced repeatedly over their dead 
and only the stronger will o f th6 
Am erican troops has thwarted their 
attacks.
mountainous ridge, giving them
c o m m a n d  o f t l i g
Our trafff' rail down into Jap p o­
sitions and it would have meant sui­
cide for any troops to storm through 
our fortress. The train loading to the 
ridge was covered by autom atic fire.
T he 93rd forces, led by Lt. Col, 
Arthur Amos, a W est-Pointer, crossed 
the Laruma m arching up the westesn, 
bank to flank enemy positions. As 
the troops crossed the river, a colored 
officer, Lt. DeW itt Cook, o f LaGrange, 
Texas, and Lt. Robert Banks, of Al­
buquerque, New M exico protected the 
troops with automatic rifles.
Col. Amos said two snipers were 
torn from  trees overlooking a small 
body o f water. One was cut into by 
m achine fire.
After outflanking the enemy troops, 
the 93rd recrossed the Laruma to the 
enemy side, m arching on the ridge to 
fight at close hand. To silence pill 
boxes. Capt. Frederiq Douglas Rank-, 
ins, colored, o f Alexandria, La., callecf 
up bazooka men Ffc. W ade Foogie, 
form er butler o f Anderson, S. C., and 
, Sgt. W ill Morey, o f Greenville. Miss.
T he m en erawled along the bank 
‘ under lire  and with Morey leading, 
Foogie 'blew  up five o f the deep fort­
like em placem ents with eight shots. In 
one was found two enemy officers, 
blown apart. Col. Amos told this cor­
respondent that such shooting de­
serves an award, which he is recom ­
mending.
Fighting side by side with the color­
ed troops were elements o f the Ameri­
can Division who expressed surprise 
at the Negroes' ability in  their first 
jungle fighting. At the end o f the sec­
ond day, the Japs withdrew, leaving 
their dead and a mess o f holes.
The 93rd suffered throe slight casu­
alties, none o f which were considered 
serious. Col. Amos advised telling the 
public that his troops are up to any, 
fighting t^.en in the Pacific.
T he troops returned to the peri­
meter, muddy, sweating and resemb­
ling a bunch o f youngsters who had 
won the hom e-com ing game. After 
hot coffee, they refought the battle 
on  paper. Mistakes were gone over, 
but it was obvious that the com ­
m and officer  and Capt. Jenkins were 
proud o f their accomplishments.
Discussing recent developments on 
Bougainville In which colored soldiers 
have played a m ajor part, Gen. Oscar 
Griswold, eommandor o f the Guadal­
canal and New Georgia campaigns, in­
form ed this correspondent that the 
troops have made an excellent start, in 
jungle combat, and although they have 
not been in wholesale combat, they 
have with merit accomplished their 
come.
missions and their training thus far 
will fit them for difficult days to
He warned that if any American 
troops harbor sentiment over killing’, 
such must be abolished, as killing Ss 
the only m ethod o f defeating the 
enemy. "W e must strike and strike 
again and again, and although five 
thousand Japs have been killed here, 
hundreds of thousands must be killed 
in the days to com e," he warned.
The grey, gaunt General said he 
was glad colored soldiers are now In 
the thick o f the figh t and that they 
started under his command.
In  the patrol action o f April 3, cle-‘ 
ments o f the 93rd penetrated deep 
into the jungle to bring back wound­
ed white soldiers. Leaving the knob 
several hundred yards beyond the peri­
meter, this patrol, with a white patrol, 
was ambushed by two squads of the 
enemy with three m achine guns.
Lt. John Trice, colored o f  Topeka, 
Kans., scattered the party, returning 
fire. M edics S /S gt. Stephen Simpson, 
o f Nogales, Ariz., and Sgt. William 
Pearson, o f Baltimore, took the pa­
tient to safety. Lt. Trice returned ta 
the hill for  a rescue patrol since the 
m ixed group was outnumbered and did 
not have autom atic fire.
Sgt. Simpson, over fire, crawled 
within several yards of m achine guns... 
hurling grenades. The guns were 
silenced. On the return, Lt. Trice 
found three colored dead, but did not 
I find litter bearers or the patient. A ft- 
I ter searching, he returned to the knob 
feeling that the m en were captured. 
H ow ever, SgT~Slm pSonrSgt. "Fr. rS*uT 
Sgt. R ichard M artin, o f Pittsburgh 
and Pvt. George Webb, o f Tulsa, Akla, 
had spirited their patient into the 
jungles. Night found them there. The 
group made the casualty as com fort- 
s able as possible, guarding them  thru 
the long night hours.
Simpson said several tim es sounds 
like feet were heard and they held 
their breath, praying silently, rhey 
were lost, without a compass, hun­
dreds o f yards outside the perimeter 
and without the password. T he ene­
m y, as well as friendly troops, could 
kill them.
A t day break, they started out with 
their patient on an improvised litter. 
T he Japs had stolen the other litter | 
when the attack opened. Simpson ex- ■ 
plained that he followed the sound 
o f  our artillery, and after hours, rec­
ognized our outpost.
Starting through the perimeter, the 
party met Lt. Trice and his party. To­
gether, they made for home. After 
checking, they found three had been 
killed and one was missing.
T he patient w ho suffered from  a 
bullet wound In the buttocks, had re­
ceived another In his foot.
T he 24th Infantry Is outside the 
perimeter, holding the fort after dig­
ging In and securing the towering 
ridge. T h e  enem y has failed to attack 
the hill and the Infantry has divided 
the terrain, giving an excellent firing 
range.
B oth forces are running patrols. 
T he last several nights have been 
quiet with little action.
B a t e H 0  s  t m
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Cleveland, Ohio
s Rout Japs 
Bougainville Beach
24TH INFANTRY PAYS JAPS BACK FOR
TROOPS LOST IN RIVER CROSSING
B y F L E T C H E R  M A R TIN  
U. S. W ar Correspondent Repre 
spnting Com bined N egro Press 
(Copyright, Reproduction ex­
pressly prohibited) 
BOU GAIN VILLE, — (by cab le)— 
In an amphibious landing, sup­
ported by  tanks and flam e throw ­
ers, elements o f  the 24th Infantry 
com pletely routed Japanese units 
east o f  the M avuvia R iver in what 
Arm y officials termed a "brilliant 
action” .
The “B lack Y anks” captured the 
beach flanked by the M avuvia and 
M oyv rivers, our troops boring in 
to com plete the mission without 
casualties. The Jap-infested beach 
w as ripped b y  concentrated fire as 
troops, tanks and flam e throwers 
coordinated in the offensive, blast­
ing the enem y installations and 
leaving bodies scattered in hope­
less masses.
The attack was so swift, and 
flawlessly executed that the sur­
prised enem y m adly fled, on ly to 
be m ow n down like grass. One 
grinning dead head held fast to 
an A m erican cigarette as the re­
m ains o f  the bloody body lay bad­
ly  charred nearby.
I The offensive continued until 
the area was cleaned and secured. 
B efore dusk new emplacements 
w ere dug by  our troops occupying 
the beach line.
That was about all there was to 
the 24th’s biggest action tacticfully, 
but other circum stances_connected
great im portance. Fou?T' 
days prior to this attack our 
troops had attempted to cross the 
river, and were met by a group 
o f  ten Jap m achine guns, which 
caused them to retreat, leaving 
behind six dead, and losing two 
more as they attem petd to remove 
our dead.
Our second attempt was not on­
ly “ pay day,” but gave our troops 
a big lift in morale. The body of 
one soldier lost in the previous at­
tempt was recovered, and the dis­
covery o f  the body caused our 
troops to attack the Jap unmerci­
fully, blowing up enemy pill boxes 
with grenades, and firing  point 
blank into trenches as the Japs1 
tried to escape, as our troops 
made history in this war.
6 3 , 1 5
In Bougainville Foxhole
B y FLETCHER M ARTIN
(Negro Newspaper Pool Correspondent)
BOUGAINVILLE. —  (B y  
Curier)— When elements of 
the Ninety Third division 
pushed across Torokina river 
in hot pursuit of fleeing 
enem y forces, the forw ard echelon, 
led by First Lieutenant Conw ay 
Jones, Washington, D.C., spent its 
first night atop a jungle crag sev­
eral thousand yards ahead o f the 
contingent.
During the inky blackness and 
pelting rain, the enem y attacked 
the Negro troops with knives, gren ­
ades and rifle  fire.
Jones’ party, with heavy packs, 
with m edical Captain Dunbar G ib­
son o f St. Louis, Lieutenants Paul 
Taylor o f San Mateo, Calif., Claude 
Jones o f Wichita Falls, Texas, and 
with litter bearers m oved cautious­
ly  along crooked trails flanked by 
tall kunai grass, clinging under­
brush, skinny tousled-top trees, 
w ading through sw ift y e l l o w  
streams. W inding up h ill our party 
often cleared the trail as noises in­
dicated enem y troops. The foliage 
was so dense that one cou ld  not see 
f iv e  yards ahead. Spasm odic fir ­
ing m eant revealing our positions. 
ttLMe, w hile crossing a -plateau, w e
flflflted unburied bodies w ith  still" - tor said all w ould  live. The attack.
protruding beseeching arms.
M en Sweat Buckets Full
Jones led  his silent colum n alert 
w hen necessary, against possible 
ambush. The temperature was 
boiling over; m en sweated buckets 
full. A fter four hours w e reached 
our position. F iji scouts occupying 
a bivouac, pushed ahead leaving 
their handiwork o f nine enemy 
bodies. 1 N ew  Zealanders warned 
Jones to expect an early attack be­
cause they w ere surrounded by 
Japs w ho w ould strike w hen night 
came. The group secured a de­
fense perim eter as dusk fe ll like 
pall and the rain started. The pup 
tents w ere spread over foxholes 
and the men w ere bedded down 
even in the cold. Gibson made hot 
cocoa from  steam. It tasted aw fu l 
even after chlorinated.
Darkness fe ll at six-thirty w ith 
on ly the sounds o f insects and soft 
rain pattering down. F ive o f us, 
including Jones, herded into a dug- 
out. Each man was given tw o- 
hour watch through the night. A  
half - hour later, the enem y struck 
with machine gun bursts and w om - 
■an-like, unearthly yells. T w o gren­
ades exploded. Som eone cried, 
“ Y ou ’re shooting m e to death you
------ !”  Another grenade exploded,
this time near our hole, w hich was 
a form er Jap com m and post.
Jones, in coated voice, whispered 
“ That was m y man yelling, he's 
hurt. Can’t get to him.” Gibson 
warned, “ Y ou  can’t go out there. 
Y ou ’d be shot before taking five  
steps.”
One M ove Meant Death
Outside there was total darkness. 
To m ove around meant sudden 
death, even  from  one’s own men. 
Som ebody breathed, “ This looks 
like it.”  Anqther swore, “ The Bas­
tards w ill never take m e alive!” A  
grenade exploded, ripping our 
shelter. A  voice called out, “ They’re
jum ping In holes—there he goes! 
Stop him !”  Another grenade burst. 
Jones, breathing fast, said, “My 
rifle ’s choked, Claude. Let m e have 
you r trench knife.”
Gibson pulled the handle o f  his 
rifle  as w e huddled closer, await­
ing a possible charge. A fter  three 
hours interm ittent fire, there was 
sudden quiet. Insects continued 
their chorus and frogs croaked. 
Then a Jap tw enty-five calibre 
rifle sang out. Taylor, breathing 
loudly in  a corner, said: “ Som e­
where out there people are singing, 
laughing and dancing.” There was 
silence again. Jones, lying next to 
your correspondent, said .“ ‘There is 
som ething m oving in  front o f us.”  
It proved to be palm  leaves sw ay­
ing, look ing like giants waving 
their arms.
Dawn finally cam e at six-fifteen. 
We heard our m ortar barrage from  
within our perimeter sound like 
jingle  bells on Xm as m orning. A  
soldier craw led toward our hole to 
tell Capt. Gibson: “ Y • better come 
fast. F ive  men hav been hurt. 
T w o cu t badly.”
W e craw led over find ing tight- 
lipped m en suffering in silence. 
They had lain  w ounded all night 
with clothes saturated by  caked 
blood. A fter  exam ination, the doc-
ing enem y num bers w ere unde­
termined, but tw enty-five w ere 
found dead. The insects continued 
to chorus. O nly frogs and gun fire
had grow n  silent.
L \ . c 0 2 -— •
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Men Counter With Automatic 
Fire in Bougainville Battle
By FLETCHER P. PARTIN
NNPA U. S. War Correspondent 
(Copyright—Reproduction prohibited)
BOUGAINVILLE— (By Courier)—W hen new positions were occupied 
beyond the Torokina River by elements of the 93rd Division, 1st Lt. Con­
way Jones and his people forming one attacking force ran into trouble. 
His mission was to block the East-W est trail, a few thousand yards east 
of the river, and cut off enepiy withdrawals. For five consecutive nights 
the enemy hammered away at the Negro troops climaxing their offensive 
with a coordinated daylight raid on Jones’ people and a contingent oL 
Fijians several hundred yards to the left.
Jones, of W ashington, D. C., had®-—--------------------------- ------
organized his defense and secured 
an area several thousand yards 
ahead of the main body. The trail, 
then a mud track, divided the biv­
ouac area. Heavy weapons were 
placed to give him all-around fire.
Two circles of defense were formed.
I However, due to thick foliage the 
' field of fire was grossly hampered.
Overhanging vines and other jurartr- 
growth made it almost impossible 
to see ahead fifteen  yards.
One other element disfavoring the 
troops was that the same area they 
occupied was an old Jap bivouac 
W i t h  its many secret tunnels and 
dugouts. The precarious position
could well be appreciated when i .  
was realized that the enemy knew 
full well each emplacement. In 
addition, Jones was told by the F iji 
officer who was vacating the area 
Lthat ap forces had attacked them 
TKe night before, and had succeeded 
in following the tunnels and strik­
ing from  within the bivouac.
Night closed in, and with it came 
rain. And also came the enemy.
For eight hours they harrassed with 
fiendish yells, rifle fire, and fire 
crackers.
At long last came the dawn and 
quieting of rifle fire. It was com ­
forting to learn there were no fatal 
casualties although several men had 
sustained wounds. A number of 
Jap bodies were found. Night after 
night the enemy kept up this 
practice of harrassing. After the 
second night the m en had grown 
to expect it.
AMSTERDAM STAR NEWS 
New Y o r k , N .Y .
Date
P .
the daylight raid a carrying 
•y with rations had just returned 
the enemy opened just past 
M\ with six light machine guns ,ai|S one knee m ortar. It was a sur­
prize prong attack hitting our left 
flank and the Fijian right. The at­
tack on the Negro element was 
-directed at 2nd Lt. W alter Sander­
son ’s (W ashington, D. C.) platoon. 
Men took to the emplacements and 
countered with automatic fire. An­
other platoon under TiSgt. Clifford 
Johnson, of Springfield, Illinois 
swung out along the trail as a 
measure against enemy attempt to 
encircle the body. He pushed 
toward the Fijians.
The enemy penetrated as close as 
20 yards. Lt. Paul Taylor of San 
M oteo, California, heavy weapons 
chief, set up his mortars. For 15 
minutes the air was crowded with 
fire. Pfc. Bernard Scott, o f Hickory, 
ya., was caught in the cross fire. 
His Browning autom atic Jammed. 
The alert soldier hurled two gren­
ades while flat on  his stom ach <5Ut- 
+ side the trench. He then crawled 
from  trench to trench gathering 
and flinging grenades. 1st Si 
Frank Little, o f Alexandria, 
said Scott threw everything he g1 
his hand on “ including sticl 
stones, and two cans of corned bei 
Com mendations 
The enemy withdrew as silently 
as he had com e, leaving nine of his 
dead. Several o f our troops received 
injuries but no fataliUes. For the 
Japs, their five-day effort had C0 6 t 
them 21 known dead, and it is 
thought some wounded who escaped. 
Jones was com m anded to move, 
this time further into the jungles. 
He had succeeded in blocking the 
trail, withstanding enemy attacks, 
and securing the area.
Back at headquarters commenda­
tions were drawn up. A general and 
two colonels highly com m ended the 
officer and his men for the way 
in which they handled themselves 
under perilous conditions, and the 
success they had experienced despite 
their newness in jungle warfare.
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By VIN CEN T TUBBS
AFRO War Correspondent with
U.S. Troops in the S.W. Pacific 
[Copyright. R eproduction in whole or 
in part expressly forbidden.]
BOU GAIN VILLE —  (Via Air 
M ail)— Capt. James M. W hittico, 
Jr., 27, o f Bluefield, W. V a„ a Lin­
coln U. (P a .) and Meharry M edi­
cal School graduate, has been 
named com m anding o fficer o f  the 
clearing Company of a medical 
battalion attached to the 93rd 
Division here.
On almost the same day, Capt. 
George Porter, NYC, ch ief sur­
geon, received a com m endation 
fo r  his attention to duty in per­
form ing sixteen m ajor surgical op­
erations during the twenty-four 
hours fo llow ing the D ivision ’s 
first scrap with the Japs. Other 
mem bers o f the staff are Capts. 
L. Z. Johnson o f H arrisburg, Pa., 
executive officer; T heodore D. 
Phifer, Baltimore, surgeon; Rog­
er G. Thurston, W ashington, sur­
geon; C. Thurston Ferebee, Nor­
folk. ch ief dental surgeon; Gard­
ner Downing, dental surgeon; and 
Harold H. W hitted, W ashington, 
m edical officer.
M edical adm inistrative officer 




Date MAY £ 7  1944
93rd Infantrymen at Bougainville Front,
M embers of a com bat team o f  the 93rd Infantry Division, now in ac­
tion on the island of Bougainville in the South P acific, cross the La- 
ruma River over a newly constructed bridge, built by the engineers, 
carrying ammunition and supplies on their way to the front. The 93rd 
is already proving its ability in battle against the Japs. A  second co l­
ored division, the 92nd, is com pleting its training at F ort Huachuca,
Arizona.
M embers o f  a mortar squad o f the 93rd Infantry Division eat lunch in 
a foxhole  em placem ent on Bougainville during a lull in the fighting. 
Mortar shells are readily available and may be seen in the background. 
The 93rd, elem ents o f which are fighting beside units o f  the 24th In­
fantry Regim ent in the South Pacific hot shopt, has received official 





P ittsb u rgh , Pa.
v iL L C — M ua ana  |ungre Tangle con* 
fro n t m em bers o f co m b at team s 
o f the 93 rd  In fa n try  D iv is io n  as 
th ey  tru d g e  a long  t ra i ls  th a t  lead  
to  Ja p a n e se -h e ld  te r r ito ry  on Bou­
g a in v il le . These  a re  som e o f the 
f ir s t  N egro  so ld ie rs  to  see actio n  
in the South  P a c if ic  and th ey  are 
fa s t  p ro ving  th em se lves  jung le 
f ig h te rs .
In scene a t le ft , fo u r Y a n ks , 
lo ad ed  down w ith  equ ip m ent, w a lk  
in knee-d eep  m ire , seek ing  out the 
enem y.
L it te r  b ea re rs  ( in  ce n te r p ho to ) 
ta k e  a w ounded  co m rad e  to a c o l­
le c t in g  sta tio n  But, m ake no m is­
ta k e , the sco re  w as not one-sided  
in th is  brush— som e 20  Ja p a n e se  
w e re  k ille d .
P fc . J s a ia  (a t  r ig h t ) a F ijia n  
g u e r illa  se rv in g  w ith  A m e ric a n  
fo rc e s  on B o u g a in v ille , fo llo w s  the 
m ain body o f h is p a tro l b ack  to 
the A m e ric a n  p e r im e te r. S w ift , 
b lo o d y stab s a re  the  s p e c ia lty  of 
F ijia n  g u e r illa s . F ijia n  c a su a lt ie s  in 
sp o ra d ic  c la sh e s  w ith  the Ja p a n e se  
have  been e x tre m e ly  l ig h t .— U .S . 
A rm y  S ig n a l C o rp s  Photos.
AFRO-AMERICAN
W a s h in g to n , DC
Date m  31944
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How 24th Infantry Has 
Spent 2  Y  rs. in S. Pacific
Men Performed Non-Combatant Tasks over
Year; Now Fighting
By VIN CEN T TUBBS
A F R O  W ar C orresp on d en t w ith
U.S. T roop s  in th e  S.V.r. P acific
[Copyright. Reproduction in whole
or in part exprestly forbidden.]
G U AD ALC AN AL. —  The 24th 
Infantry Regim ent came overseas 
to fight two years ago and it is 
the enem y’s fault that elem ents 
o f the regim ent have only recent­
ly gotten down to the business for  
which they were trained.
W hen the 24th landed in 1942 
on Efate or Sandwich Island in 
the New H ebrides group, it had 
only a small settlem ent o f  about 
500 British, French, Chinese, A us­
tralians and natives, and one road, 
a fourth-class trail to a native 
mission.
W orst Job on Island
It was the soldiers’ job  to clear 
camp sites, build airports, set up 
defense positions, and establish 
com m unications relay stations.
During the time they were be­
ing introduced to South Pacific 
island life, there were six days 
when there was a food  shortage, 
many days o f sleeping on muddy, 
lizard and insect-infested ground, 
and many days when there was 
not even good drinking water.
By far the m ost harrowing job  
o f  the island defense, however, 
was the establishment o f com ­
munications lines between the 
scattered battalions, a maze o f 
jungle outposts, and regim ental 
headquarters. This task fe ll to 
the unit’s thirty-man signal com ­
munications section.
On Island 14 Months
Japs on Bougainville
the enem y in the Pacific war. Its 
first patrol engaged in a firing 
encounter with Japs and came off 
on  the winning end o f  a 1-0 score.
Anxious to Get Home 
Other portions o f  the regim ent 
are still carrying on  their impor­
tant behind-the-lines functions. 
There are som e m en in the unit 
who are anxious to get into ac­
tion, but bulk o f  the men said, as 
did one sergeant:
“ W e're kinda tired and would 
like m ore than anything else to go 
home, but if we are called on to 
go up and clean up the Japs we 
can and we will do it.”
In June, 1942, the heavy weap­
ons com pany was placed in charge 
o f the prisoner o f war camp on 
another island in 
the New H ebrides, where it un­
derwent Jap bom bardm ent once 
but there were no casualties.
A fter  fourteen  months o f main­
taining almost a constant alert, 
the regim ent was shifted to 
Guadalcanal where it went on with 
the non-combatant tasks assigned 
it until a portion of the unit was 
called to action on the Empress 
Augusta Bay beachhead.
On Bougainville, the last and 
the largest o f the Solom ons Is­
lands, the 24th became the first 
colored  com bat troops to contact
PITTSBURGH COURIER
Pittsburgh, Pa.
DateP. JUN 1 0 f944
3ox Score: 4 4  Ja p a n e se  K ille d 1A?
93rd Officer And His. Men Cited 
For Bravery Under Fire In Pacific
By BILLY ROWE, Courier War Correspondent
BOUGAINVILLE, South Pacific— (By Air Mail)— Company Commander Conway B. 
Jones, first lieutenant from Washington, D. C., was the nucleus here recently of the most 
impressive jungle ceremony since fighting elements of the 93rd Infantry Division entered 
this war zone. Standing before his gallant troops, who had beaten off several enemy,at- 
tacks their first time under flre,3>-------------------------------------------------------
the colored officer was verbally 
cited by Maj. Gen. Raym ond G. 
Lehman, division com m ander, who 
presented him with written com ­
mendations from  Brig. Gen. Leon­
ard R. Boyd, elements com m and­
er, and Col. Everette M. Yon. 
SOLEM NITY REIG N S 
The hosannas for a  well per­
formed task were given in the 
heart o f the jungle—in the midst 
of territory wrested from  the ene­
my a short time before. As the 
sun crept over the mass o f foliage 
below like a sheet o f  still water, 
even the insects were quiet. Only 
the excited coughing o f men could 
be heard between pauses in the 
deepened voice o f  the general.
The sum and substance o f  all 
the laudatory rem arks were wov­
en around General B oyd’s com ­
mendation for  duty well done:
“ It is with great pleasure that 
I com m end you and your com pany 
for excellent perform ance o f  duty 
April 17, 1944, while conducting a 
com bat outpost. It is gratifying to
learn, from  veterans o f two ar­
duous cam paigns, that previously 
untried personnel o f  this Unit are 
applying their training to com bat 
in a highly creditable manner. 
Such praise reflects the excellent 
work you and your subordinates 
have perform ed and I  rest assured 
that you will continue to make 
progress.”
Praises from  several white offi­
cers on observation duty with the 
cited com pany added spice to the 
heaped-up honors. They rem arked 
that the operation and leadership 
displayed by  its officers were on 
a par with the best veteran units. 
JAPAN ESE STRUCK F IR S T
Led by a roster o f  all-colored 
officers, Com pany “X ” m oved out 
early April 12 as part o f a  co-ordi­
nated attack against the Japanese 
across the T orokina river. W ork ­
ing with a white in fantry £roup 
and a Fijian com pany, its mission 
was to block the East-W est Trail 
where, in the past, enemy opera­
tions were carried out on a  large 
scale. Taking a  defensive position 
in the cool o f  the evening, when 
the soft subtropical breezes relieve 
the parched earth, men and offi­
cers busied themselves in the es­
tablishment o f  a protective peri 
meter by digging into the good 
earth. As if waiting for the job 
to be com pleted and the security 
which com es with the halo o f 
night, the Japanese struck their 
initial blow, giving the green 
troops their first taste o f  gun fire 
aimed to kill.
The next m orning with the sound 
o f gun fire ringing in their minds 
and still loud in their ears, green 
troops—now veterans—followed the
sun as it cut a path over last 
night's battle field to count 35 Japa­
nese killed and five Tan Yanks 
wounded.
CLIM AX RE A C H E D
In a  surge o f com bat might, 
Com pany “ X ” stem m ed a daylight 
counter attack o f T o jo ’s forces. 
F or four days and nights this 
went on with the Japanese snap­
ping and snipping like sparrows 
harrying a large hawk until they 
are killed. On the fifth day o f 
the struggle, the enemy hit the 
group in force , catching the entire 
body off balance with 60-odd men 
out hauling rations and ammuni­
tion. W ith  six m achine guns 
blazing and 25-calibre riflle bullets 
cutting the m orning breeze with 
a rhythm ic zing, the Japanese at-, 
tem pted to cut through the com -} 
pany’s first platoon, adding the 
brunt o f the attack on the flank 
held b y  Second Lt. W alter B. 
Sanderson, also o f  Washington, 
D. C. It was then that a  heroic 
legend was shaped by Sgt. Robert 
U. Scott o f H ickory, Va. He tossed 
so many hand grenades that the 
Japanese cooled off a fter several 
o f  them had been killed. Com pany 
" X ” had thus com pleted its mis­
sion. The East-W est trail is nq 
longer so dangerous.
Com puting the score for  the five 
days of fighting, there were 44 
Japanese killed, 18 Tan Yanks 
wounded — none seriously. Since 
that time, five of them have re­
turned to duty with only four 
evacuated to a  higher echelon for 
m ore extensive m edical care.
Lieutenant Jones is m arried to 
Mrs. Esther T. Jones of W ashing­
ton, D.i C., and is the father o f  a 
five-year-old son, Conway, Jr.
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Martin Praises 24th As 
HeLeavesForNewPost
------------------------- . ? / )  f
G U A D A LC A N A L (B y C ourier)— 
Quitting the 24th infantry regim ent 
and the South P acific com m and is 
a regrettable task for  this corres­
pondent. But the sudden turn of 
fields of operation westward makes 
it necessary. A t the present the 
regim ent is getting a deserved rest 
and little tactical activity is going 
on.
It has been an impossible job  to 
convey through dispatches the m is­
sion these men have perform ed. 
W ords are too inadequate. To de­
scribe exactly the surge o f pride on 
seeing our troops taking the best 
a capable enem y has to offer, and 
countering w ith stiffer punches, 
hotter fire, and stronger heart and 
determination —  m ere words can’t 
tell the story.
Fam ily Unit
Those o f us here look  upon the 
24th Iinfantry not as an invincible 
bunch of professional killers, but 
as a small fam ily which has beerr 
called to do an unpleasant job . They 
are average Am ericans w ho prior 
to the w ar w ere men doing varied 
things to earn a living. When the 
call came for duty, they answered— 
and for 27 months have carried on 
in a tradition that is as Am erican 
as the California redw ood trees.
In early March their initial m is­
sion was to penetrate several thou­
sand yards into enemy territory. 
Thick foliage, white heat, and a 
lurking enemy failed to keep them 
from  com pleting the mission. And 
the w eeks that fo llow ed  were hel- 
lous, but our fam ily marched on to 
make history. Often the food was 
bad, mortars fell close, artillery 
thundered all night long, but the 
dye had been cast—the fight con ­
tinued.
The San Juan Hill group would 
have been proud to have had these 
fellow s along. Most of them are
from  the South —  Mississippi. 
Georgia, A labam a—with a sprink­
ling few  from  Chicago, Philadel­
phia, Detroit, and New York. But 
sections make no difference here, 
all must m eet the same require­
ments. Courage, discipline, and the 




M A J O R  H IL D R U S  A . P O IN D E X T E R  
A W A R D E D  T H E  B R O N Z E  S T A R  M E D A L
M a jo r  H ild ru s  A . P o in d e x te r , P r o fe sso r  o f  B a c te r io lo g y  an d  P u b lic  
H ea lth  at H o w a rd  U n iv ers ity , on  le a v e  o n  M ilita ry  D u ty , w a s  a w a rd e d  the 
B ro n ze  S tar M ed a l fo r  m e r ito r io u s  s e rv ice  in  su p p ort o f  m ilita ry  op era tion s  
aga in st th e e n e m y  at T reasu ry , S o lo m o n  Island s fr o m  J u n e  15, 1944 to  
O c to b e r  30, 1944, b y  th e co m m a n d in g  G en era l o f  th e 93rd In fa n try  D iv is ion .
M a jo r  P o in d e x te r  is n o w  resea rch  sp ecia list in  tro p ica l d iseases in  th e 
N eth erlan d s, E ast In d ies . H e is th e  first an d  o n ly  N eg ro  assign ed  to  su ch  a 
u n it o f  se v e ra l h u n d re d  scientists.
M a jo r  P o in d e x te r  has a lso  b e e n  c ite d  fo r  h is w o r k  d u rin g  th e B o u g a n - 
v i l le  ca m p a ig n  e a r ly  in  1944.
THE PITTSBURGH COURIER 
P i t t s b u r g h ,  P e n n a .





B y BILLY R O W E
Courier W ar Correspondent 
W IT H  ELEM EN TS O F  TH E 
93rd A T  BOUGAINVILLE— Things 
have been m oving at a  fast clip 
ever since we arrived on this is­
land. Three days after settling 
down, after a  fashion, the outfit 
fired its first shot. N ot many days 
later one o f  its soldiers killed the 
first Japanese. Out o f  this turmoil 
cam e another m ost deserving first. 
It was the prom otion o f  1st Lt. 
Sylvester W . Booker, M edical Ad- 
| ministrative Corps, to  captain, 
m aking him the first colored in­
fantry officer to be prom oted in 
actual com bat.
Holding a  highly skilled position, 
the new captain is the medical 
adm inistrative officer for  the fight­
ing elements o f  the division here. 
He Is in charge o f  all casualty 
records, and as the ch ief o f staff 
puts it, the best m an in the or­
ganization for the Job.
Captain B ooker is a native o f  






a icr ot tne 93rd Division fires from  a prone position just outside Litter bearers o f  the 93rd struggle up a hill with a wounded mem ber 
a Jap lean-to in the Bougainville area. o f a patrol ambushed while on reconnaissance.
Gallant Ninety-third Division Playing Vital
(
Soldiers are shown at a 155 mm. rifle after they had fired at Jap A blasting flame from  a deadly flame thrower and a Jap pill box goes 
positions. They are the first used in this area. up in smoke as the 93rd cleans up.
Role in Mopping Up Japs in Bougainville Area
First Colored Doctors 
Arrive in Australia»
J tt Cj'
D.C. Physician Heads,Ration I  
Hospital Unit Which Includes f
---------------i-------------- :---- ~—|—S--------------D octors in Group 
M edics in the unit include 
Capts. > A rthur Thomas, Philadel­
phia; Joseph M itchell, Kenneth 
Fletcher, and Rotan Lee, Phila­
delphia; First Lieuts. R obert Ran­
dolph, Charles Joseph, John Skin­
ner. W illiam  Rogers, Jacob Frye, 
W illiam  Hendrix; Second Lieuts. 
Edward B ooker and Low ell Bur­
rell.
Enlisted Men
The enlisted men are;
15 jUurses and 100 Enlisted Men
By SflNCENT TUBBS
A F R O  W jjr C orrespondent w ith
U.S. Trebps in the S.W . Pacific
ICopyright. Reproduction In whole or 
in part expressly forbidden.]
SOM EW HERE IN A U ST R A L IA  
(B y  C able) —  M ajor A rthur Sim­
m ons o f  W ashington and a station 
hospital unit form erly  at F ort 
Huachuca, have arrived in the 
Southwest Pacific area. They are 
the first colored  doctors and 
nurses in this theatre o f war.
The unit is made up o f  fifteen 
nurses, thirteen doctors, and near­
ly  100 enlisted men who serve as 
surgical, laboratory, or X-ray tech-
the outfit, is the only m em ber o f 
the contingent w ho is married. 
Paper M isquotes Nurse 
Australian papers heralding
(Continued on Page 11, Col. 1)
their arrival quoted one m em ber 
o f  the group as saying. “ I ’m gonna 
get me a husband.”
The nurse to whom the state­
m ent is attributed says it’s a lie 
— most o f  the group have wind in 
their jaws and insist they “ came 
over here to do a job ; the sooner 
we get to it the better, and when 
it ’s finished we are going hom e.”
_____. . . ________,__  M embers o f  the Nurses Detail,nicians, cooks, supply m en, order- . •___ . ____ c ___ ’
1,,... — K„innnn beside those m entioned, are: Sec-lies, and am bulance drivers.
H eading the nurses is six-foot, 
200-pound soldierly  F irst Lieut. 
B ird ie Brown o f  New Y ork  City. 
H er assistant is Second Lieut. 
Lou ise M iller. Atlantan, who 
studied at the Medical College o f 
V irg inia  in Richm ond.
M orale High
T he unit is now  split up with 
nurses in one city  and doctors 
and enlisted men in another. The 
m orale am ong the nurses is high, 
although all except two say they 
w ere seasick com ing over.
Lieut. Elena Townsend, baby o f
ond Lieuts. M arjorie Mayers,
I NYC; Prudence Burns, Mounds, 
111;, Claudia Matthews, Dallas, 
Tex.; Thelma Fisher, Boston; 
Beulah Baldwin. C leveland; Doro­
thy Branker, Nashville, Tenn.; 
Joan Hamilton, Kansas City, Mo.; 
Bessie Parkr Evans. St. Louis, 
A lbert L. Smith, Kansas City,
. Mo.; Elnora Jones, Rahway, N.J.;
| Inez Holmes. N orfolk , and G ene­
va Culpepper.
Lieut. Townsend com es from  
Glen Cove, La., is married to 
Lieut. James Gleason, and hopes 
- to see him over here soon.
First Set. Watt Sanders. T -Sgt. Willie 
Yeldell. S-Sgt. Ernest Rose. T-3rd Wil­
bert Chatfield. Lucius Thomas; Sgts. 
John Meade. John W inslow, T-4th A r­
thur Blackstone;
Sgts. Eugene Champion. Richard 
Coates. Thomas Davison, Robert ra i­
son. Billie Gavins, Chatham Horton, 
Warren Humphrey. Tommie McNorris, 
Andrew Minor, Charles Moss;
Cpls. Harry Anderson. Farris Barnes. 
James Bazemore. Thurman Gross, Dav­
id Rogers. William Savage. James 
Smith. T-5th Eddie Bradford. Louie 
Brown. Charles Bullitt. George Burn­
ett. Gilbert 'Chestnut;
Cpls. Rafael . Fortier. Waldo Gaffney. 
Londus Garrott. Jessie Glass, Lewis 
Graham. George Groves. Eugene Har­
den. Wallace Johnson. Thurman Ma- 
thes. Harold McClain, Lawrence McKev- 
er. Lewis Merchant. Jesse Wright;
Pfcs. Saul Anderson. Jesse Brines- 
field. George Edmonds. GustOn Mc­
Laughlin. Swindel Pem berton. Joseph 
Powell. Roscoe Rectar. Perrv Simpson. 
Daniel Smith. Milton Smith. Ralph Tur­
ner;
Pyts. David Barnes. Orlean Berry. 
Willie Bledsoe. Neil Blue, Perry Boone. 
Marvey Boulton. Leroy Boykin. Paul 
Brooks. Noble Buchanan. Granville 
Carter. General W. Clark. Jr.. Edward 
Culler;
Pvts. LaMorris Davis, W illie Davis. 
Claude Dragten, Lewis Estus. Weiton 
Foster. Charles Frue. James Gravley. 
Ike Green. Walter Handy. W illie HilL 
R £ ! '? rd « a,<Lks° n Frederick Jacobucci;Pvts. Delbert Jones, Charles Jules. 
Ray Kemp. Edward Littlejohn, Ed 
Lang, A lonzo Malone, Howard McEach-
no’L  .He« ry  McNell-‘ William Moore. KObei t Montgomery;
S f " ! ? * 1 ° w ens- David Pitts. Na- 
£ S ^ L P ¥ ? ,0y,' W11,i'  Simmons. Perry
E S T S S  S r  Ware- Eugene Wells-1
IJL_)
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93rd P ro ve s M e ttle
Army Doctor Calls Pacific 
War Bitterest In History
B y R IC  R O B E R T S
W A S H IN G T O N — If a w ar betw een  the races o f  m an k in d  should  
com e, a p rev iew  o f  its insane b ittern ess and consum ing: hatred is now  
be in g  show n in the South P acific , a cco rd in g  to C apt. H a ro ld  H. 
W h itted , sta ff su rgeon  fo r  the 93rd D iv ision , w h o spoke to a group  
o f  leaders here last w eek. ------------------- --------------------------------------------
H e said on e  o f  the m ost savage 
and d ifficu lt stru ggles in world 
h is tory  is n ow  tra n sp irin g  in the 
P acific  theatre.
A n au dien ce in c lu d in g  som e o f 
the N ation 's  fo rem ost leaders heard 
C aptain  W hitted  unfold  a dram ­
atic  and grave story  ab ou t the a c ­
tiv ities in that theater.
A gradu ate o f  the H ow a rd  uni­
versity  sch oo l o f  m edicine, C ap­
tain W h itted  told  o f the exper­
ien ces o f  N eg ro  troop s in the Pa­
c i f ic  and o f  b itter "to -th e -d ea th ” 
battles that ignore usual observ a ­
tions o f  in tern ation a l law.
earliest in fa n cy  in A m erica .
“ T h e  N eg ro  sold ier  w as on the 
sp ot and had  to prove h im self.” 
he said. "T h is  he did w ith  m uch 
to  spare, to  h is eternal cred it  and 
respect. A ll sold iers, regard less o f 
co lo r  o r  race, respect a m an w ho 
does his jo b  w ell under the stress 
and stra in  o f  ba ttle ,” he added.
H e told  o f  an ass ign m en t that 
w as g iven  to a specia l com b a t 
team  o f  N egroes , how  it routed  the 
Japanese at the cost o f  a great 
n u m ber o f  its ow n m en.
J A P A N E S E  F A N A T IC
“ T h ere are few  if an y  prison ers 
taken ,” he w arned. "O u t there 
th ey  battle  to  the very  end and 
the fa n atica l Japanese finish off 
d isabled  or  w ounded  m en in quite 
the sam e sp irit that ab le-bodied  
and  fu lly  arm ed  sold iers are k ill­
ed.
“ It1 is the on ly  th eater o f  w ar 
in w h ich  the red cross  sign, 
w h eth er  on the a im s  o f  a  physi­
c ian  or  on a rescue tru ck , is ig ­
nored  by  the enem y. It is the on ly  
theater o f  w ar in w h ich  all arm y 
p h ysician s and su rgeon s rem ain 
fu lly  arm ed at all tim es.
H e d isclosed  that the m edica l 
personnel o f  the* fa m ou s 93rd is 
com p osed  entirely  o f  N egroes , but 
m ade it em ph atic  that race  lines 
d isappear com p lete ly  d u rin g  com ­
bat p eriod s; that it is p ra ctica lly  
un know n in the rank and file o f 
m en Avho m ust fa ce  a grim  and 
d eterm in ed  foe.
C O L O R  V A N IS H E S
C aptain  W h itted  called  it a m i­
racle that boys from  M ississippi or 
T exas or G eorg ia , b la ck  and w hite, 
live togeth er and fight togeth er  as 
broth ers  in arm s and never seem  
to rem em ber the p oison  that was 
poured  into their system s from
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“ T h e  Japanese are a terrific  
enem y, o f  cou rse ,” he con tin u ed , 
"b u t m alaria  and oth er m align an t 
d iseases are equally  form id ab le . 
T h is  ta lk  here about b lood  banks 
and b lood  plasm a separation , a 
m a jo r  top ic  fo r  those w ho suffer 
none, is a m yth  in the P acific. 
T h ose  boys ask fo r  blood  plasm a 
and they d on ’t g ive  a rap  w here 
jit com es from  or w hen. A ll they 
'k n o w  is that they  w an t to live.” 
H IG H  C A S U A L T Y  R A T E  
| C aptain  W h itted  in form ed  that 
.th e  casu alty  rate  in the P acific  
jtheater is terrific , an d  he apolo­
g iz e d  fo r  p red ic tin g  a long  and 
jb lood v  ca m p a ig n  b e fo re  the Japa­
nese are defeated , but cautioned  
Ithat such  seem s to  be defin itely  in 
I the cards fo r  us. “ W e w ill need 
a. lot o f  so ld iers to defeat the 
j.Iapanese. W e have to kill them , 
[they k ill us.”
1 “ M issin g” m en w o rk  trem en ­
dously  on the m en. M ost o f  the 
m en ca rry  an extra bu llet in the 
event that they are hem m ed in 
by  an ov erp ow erin g  fo r ce  o f  the 
Japanese w ho, just like m an y  o f 
us. are tan and brow n . M an y  o f 
them  look  like ou r  people  ba ck  
hom e.
"T h e  ba dges w h ich  in ternationa l 
law  has established  to p ro te ct  d oc­
tors and oth er  em issaries o f  m ercy, 
w e have abandoned . T h e  Japanese 
lon g  ago taugh t us to take them  
o ff and get ou rselves w ell arm ed.”
C apta in  W h itted  p red icted  that 
v ic to ry  is inevitable, that the Jap­
anese w ill be ov ercom e  and that 
thousands o f  co lored  so ld iers will 
[return to  A m erica  w ith  new  h ori­
zons and a ltered  vistas. "O u t o f it 
w e h op e .”  he said, “ to becom e 
united as a people, as A m erican s, 
and b ecom e  stron g , resou rce fu l 
and p rog ress iv e .”
P R A IS E  F O R  B R A V E
H e pra ised  the w h ite  sold iers 
w h o have com e to really  kn ow  
and u n derstan d  their co lored  
A m erican  fe llow  citizen  in the fox  
h oles o f the South P acific , and 
ab ove  all, he had praise fo r  * 
b ra v ery  and resou rcefu ln ess o f 




Army Needs Doctors, but 
Discharges Good Nfcgro MDs
The crowning irony of the Army’s Jim Crow policy can bt 
found in the way this policy invariably bounces back at those 
who imposed it. Here’s a story that just about tops everything on 
the Army Jim Crow whirligig:
At Harlem Hospital in New York City, a group of some 1
N e g r o  d o c to r s  are  fin ish in g  u p  
th eir in tern sh ip  w h ic h  w a s  to  p r e ­
p a re  th em  fo r  a c t iv e  A rm y  serv ice . 
M o s t  o f  th em  w o u n d  u p  th eir 
m e d ica l s c h o o lin g  u n d e r  th e  A rm y  
S tu d en t T r a in in g  P rog ra m . T h e y  
are  all M . D . ’s, g ra d u a tes  o f  G ra d e  
A  m e d ic a l  s ch o o ls . T h e y  w e r e  
s c h e d u le d  to  b e  c o m m is s io n e d  as 
m e d ica l o fficers  in  th e  U . S. A rm y  
o n  th e  first o f  Jan u ary , a lo n g  w ith  
a g r o u p  o f  w h ite  in terns w h o  
w o r k e d  b e s id e  th em  at H ar lem  
H osp ita l. T h e y  w e r e  p r o u d  a n d  
e a g er  y o u n g  m en , a n d  g o o d  d o c ­
tors.
S u d d e n ly , sev era l w e e k s  a g o , 
e a ch  y o u n g s te r  in  th is g r o u p  o f  N e ­
g ro  in tern s—all o f  th em  in  A rm y  u n i­
fo rm , a w a itin g  th e ir  m e d ic a l c o m ­
m ission s—r e c e iv e d  o ffic ia l n o tice  
fr o m  th e  W a r  D e p t . T h e  n o t ice  
sa id , in  e ffe c t , th at th e  A rm y  h ad  
all th e  N e g r o  d o c to r s  it n e e d e d  and  
th at th e ir  d is ch a rg e  p a p ers  w o u ld  
b e  fo r th c o m in g  in  Janu ary, in stead  
o f  th e ir com m iss ion s .
S o , n e x t  w e e k  th e  w h ite  in tern s 
fin ish in g  u p  at H a r lem  H osp ita l 
w ill g e t  th e ir  co m m iss ion s  as 
s ch e d u le d . T h e  N e g r o  in tern s w ill 
b e  le f t  h ig h , d r y  a n d  b itte r . T h e ir  
fu tu res  are m ost u n certa in . T h e y  
a ren ’t e lig ib le  fo r  certa in  state 
m e d ic a l lic e n s e  exam s, in asm u ch  as 
th e y  are  th ree  m on th s  sh ort o f  in ­
tern sh ip  req u irem en ts . ( T h e  last 
th ree  m on th s  o f  in tern sh ip  w e re  
s u p p o s e d  to  b e  c o m p le te d  in  A rm y  
h osp ita ls , u n d e r  th e  A rm y  stu d en t 
tra in in g  p rog ra rT .) N o n e  o f  th e
m en  h a d  m a d e  p la n s  fo r  entering 
p r iv a te  p r a c tice . I t  w ill b e  d ifficu l 
fo r  th e m  to  co n t in u e  th e ir in tern  
sh ips e lse w h e re , s in c e  th ese  posts 
are  u su a lly  a rra n g ed  lo n g  in  a d ­
v a n ce .
N e g r o  d o c to r s , a c c o r d in g  to  
p re se n t A rm y  p o l i c y ,  are  u sed  o n ly  
in  a ll-N e g r o  A rm y  h osp ita ls . T h e y  
a re  n o t u se d  e v e n  e x c lu s iv e ly  fo r  
w o u n d e d  N e g r o  so ld iers  in  “ m ix e d ”  
h osp ita ls  h a v in g  p a tien ts  o f  b o th  
ra ces . W ith  th e  sh ip m e n t o f  la rg e  
n u m b ers  o f  N e g r o  tr o o p s  ov ersea s , 
th e  p a tien t lo a d  in  a ll-N e g r o  h o s ­
p ita ls  in  th e  U . S . A . h as b e e n  re ­
d u c e d . T h e  A rm y  n o w  fa c e s  th e  
d ile m m a  o f  e ith er  r e d u c in g  its N e  
g r o  m e d ic a l sta ff at a tim e  w h e i 
m ilita ry  d o c to r s  are  b a d ly  n e e d e d  
o r  fin a lly  in te g ra t in g  N e g r o  d o c  
tors in  its g en era l m e d ic a l p r o  
ram . N e g r o  a n d  w h ite  d o c to r ; 
a v e  fo r  yea rs  b e e n  su ccess fu lly  
m in is ter in g  to  w h ite  a n d  N eg ro  
p a tien ts , s id e  b y  s id e , in  certa in  
N orth ern  h osp ita ls .
T h e r e  are  n u m e ro u s  A rm y  d o c ­
tors w h o  h a v e  b e e n  se rv in g  o v e r ­
seas u n d e r  co n tin u o u s  ten s ion  fo r  
tw o  o r  m o r e  years , w ith o u t g e tt in g  
a s in g le  fu r lo u g h  h o m e . T h e y  ca n  t 
g e t  a h o m e  lea v e , th e y ’ re to ld , b e ­
ca u se  th e  A rm y  is sh ort o f  m e d ic a l 
rep la ce m e n ts . H o w  ca n  th e  r e je c ­
tion  o f  q u a lifie d  p h y s ic ia n s  b e c a u s e  
o f  th e ir  skin  c o lo r —p h y s ic ia n s  w h o  
c o u ld  b e  u se d  as so re ly  n eed etT rer- 
p la ce m e n ts —sq u a re  w ith  th is e x ­
p la n a tion ?

Two Soldiers Contest For Honors 
As First Ashore On Philippines!
B y ENOC P. W ATERS 
(Defender War Correspondent)
ON THE LEYTE BEACHHEAD 
—Tw o soldiers, Cpl. Harry Carter 
o f Charleston, W.Va., and Sgt. A r­
thur DuPrees o f St. Louis, Mo., 
contested claims this week o f being 
the first Negro soldier to land in 
the new Philippines invasion.
Setting foot on the beach here 
two hours before the first port 
com pany platoons came ashore 
w hile Japanese fire  raged around 
them, the two w ere definitely 
known to be first ashore in G en­
eral MacArthur’s historic com e­
back here. But who was first be­
tween the two was a hotly debated 
question.
They were part of an all-Negro
port com pany that hit the beach at 
Leyte, six hours after the first as­
sault troops had swept inward be­
hind a barrage o f rockets from  
landing craft.
When Jap machine gun fire 
ripped through his area. Staff Ser­
geant John Lindsey of Chicago was 
wounded in the shoulder and be­
came one of the first casualties in 
his company. Sergeant Lindsey, 
however, was soon back into action 
and supervising the unloading of 
more invasion cargoes.
The soft sandy beach was teem ­
ing with men, truck, tanks, bull­
dozers, fuel rations, supplies and 
other equipment. Snorting bull­
dozers wrestled to extricate heavy 
vehicles m ired deep in the soft 
sand.
The pair spent an hour traveling 
a quarter of a mile.
The first segment of the company 
arrived on ly shortly before the 
second and the whereabouts of the 
third was not known.
Only Negro Unit
No concern over the failure of 
the third platoon was expressed 
by Lt. A lbert R. Bishop of Wash­
ington, D. C., com mander o f the 
company. He said that after un­
loading one ship it had most likely 
shifted to another where it spent 
• the night so as to be handy for an 
early unloading Saturday m orn­
ing.
The com pany is the only all- 
Negro outfit to take part in the 
I Philippines operation. When the 
second platoon, com manded by  Lt. 
W eaver A. Turner o f Los Angeles, 
Calif., landed, infantrymen had
driven several hundred yards in-1 
land so they risked no danger in
landing.
The skill and experience o f the 
Negro dock workers enabled the 
three shifts to which they were as­
signed, to be released m ore than 
ah hour ahead o f schedule. The 
men were disappointed in not be­
ing permitted to operate the w inch­
es, the navy preferring its own 
operators. The men, reputed to be 
the best winch operators in the 
theatre, had counted heavily upon 
their own operators in an effort to 
set a record as soon as the landing 
craft were launched.
With efficiency born o f  long ex ­
perience, hatch covers were raised 
and the men began to hook up 
loads. Soon ammunition tanks and 
ration fuel were disgorged from 
the four holds of the vessels. For 
three hours and five minutes they 
worked continuously the unload- 
ing wasn’t even interrupted when 
the ship m oved from  its original 
anchorage o f about nine miles oft 
shore to within three miles o f the 
beach.
Beach Bom barded
The steady and unrelenting 
bombardment o f  the beacH by de­
stroyers, cruisers and battleships 
had been underway since dawn. 
It made the ship tremble and the 
holds reverberate with deafening 
sound. But that and the general 
air o f excitem ent failed to disrupt 
the rhythmic and continuous op­
erations of the Yonkers in the hold.
Captain Harold Baker, USN, Bal­
timore, commander of the naval 
transport division o f  which the ship 
was a part, com m ended the outfit 
on what he called a record. They 
unloaded three hundred and fifty 
tons of cargo in three hours and 
five minutes. The norm al rate of 
unloading ' i  at the rate of 100 tons 
per hour.
Not Glamorous But Vital
W hile their task is not nearly so 
glamorous as that of cambat troops, 
it is part of the huge task of 
logistics which show that modern 
warfare is not only a gigantic job  
but one of A -l  importance. The 
entire w ell - planned operation 
might have failed had these men 
not succeeded in speedily dispatch­
ing to the beachhead vehicles, 
tanks, ammunition and fuel.
Casualties would certainly have
they not rushed to the beach medi­
cal supplies and equipment. They 
were the lifeline o f tl)e feeding to 
the advancing troops everything 
required for them to successfully 
carry out their objectives.
Gang forem en on the ship I saw 
unloaded were Sgt. Hiram Dudley. 
Mt. Pleasant, Texas; Sgt. Fred C. 
Ragland, B ow ling Green, Ky.; Sgt 
Theodore Hendley, Chicago, and 
Sgt. James Freeney, Chicago.
Staff Seigeant Lindsey, who was 
injured, later supervised the four 
gangs. And flow, with our troops 
in p osse." ’ o f  Hill 522, an im­
portant strategical position, the air­
strip the city of Tacloban, the 
paved highw ay to Palo and Pale 
itself, th men aie still unloading 
smps and they 11 keep on unloadin' 
ship3 until the P h ilip p in e  are free
Urban T.pa<nu> St,id;OQ
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NEGRO TROOPS 
SWARM O VER  
LEYTE BEACH
Defender Scribe Lands
In Philippines With 
Invading Soldiers
By ENOC P. WATERS
(Defender War Correspondent)
W I T H  A M E R I C A N  
FORCES IN THE PHILIP­
PINES— Up and down the 
entire Leyte beachhead from 
Palo to Tacloban, thousands 
of Negro troops are hard at work 
consolidating the big push into the 
Philippines by General M acAr- 
thur’s armies.
Coming ashore six hours after the 
first assault troops the Negro sol­
diers have perfoim ed Herculean 
tasks under Jap air raids— and not 
without casualties/
When the first troop and freight­
laden Liberty ship pulled into the 
dock at Tacloban, capital of Leyte, 
Wednesday afternoon, a Negro-offi­
cered com pany, commanded by Lt. 
Elisha Burno of Hartsville, S. C., 
from the Southwest Pacific’s most 
famous port battalion, was on hand 
to unload it.
The scene on the dock, untouched 
by our bom bers and somehow left 
intact by the fleeing Japs, was 
the strangest these veterans of al­
most three years' overseas service 
have witnessed in the Pacific.
Pretty Filipino girls in gay, print 
dresses, clean and stiffly starched, 
and men in shorts, white duck 
trousers and vari-colored open- 
neck shirts, carrying Am erican and 
Philippine flags, were on hand to 
greet the vessel.
Color, Beauty. Laughter
There was color and beauty and 
laughter, there were cries of “V ic­
tory,” and the universally under­
stood "V ” for Victory finger sym­
bol. The reception was spontan­
eous and the enthusiastic Filipinos 
had to be forced off the dock to 
avoid an accident as ropes were 
tossed over the side and the 10,000- 
tonner made fast.
The holiday atmosphere, how ­
ever, belied the great danger with 
which the atmosphere was charged. 
Just a few hours earlier, the strong­
est attempt yet made by the Japs 
to bomb this place since the Am eri­
cans took over, had been success­
fully fought off by swarms o f our 
fighters.
For almost an hour our strong 
anti-aircraft batteries and fighter 
planes staged a demonstration 
which spoke clearly of our de­
termination to stay here.
» Several Jap Bom bers Downed
One .of the several Jap bombers 
which went dow n under the furi­
ous Am erican barrage, zoomed 
over a Liberty ship in the Bay 
where men from another port com ­
pany, commanded by Lt. Elbert R. 
Bishop of Washington, D. C„ w ere  
t work. The Jap aircraft crashed 
to another vessel, setting it af:,re 




Men Forget Color when
Jap Sky Army Attacks 
WIPE OUT 17 JAPS
2 Baltimoreans, Other 
Easterners in Outfits
By FLETCHER P. M ARTIN
NNPA War Correspondent 
(Copyright— Reproduction prohibited)
LE Y TE  ISLAND, Philippines, 
B y Courier— (D elayed) —  In de­
term ined defensive action which 
saw enem y troops hurled into 
con fusion  and finally annihilated, 
colored  engineers helped form  
the spearhead that thwarted the 
Japanese two-prong attempt on 
the Am erican airstrip at San 
Pablo sector, these colored troops 
becam e the first to engage the 
enem y in ground action in the 
cam paign to liberate the Philip­
pines. i
Set Pace for Infantry 
F or two days, elem ents o f  the 
two engineer battalions helped 
herd the enemy into a pocket o f 
annihilation. They had secured 
their position and taken the o f ­
fensive when infantry troops ar­
rived and com pletely routed so- 
called “ prize troops" from  Lt. 
General Sasaku Suzuli’s 35th 
Arm y.
During the quiet, early hours 
o f  D ecem ber 7, enemy transports, 
flying low, made the sneak pass, 
loosing an estimated 250 para­
troopers. Simultaneously, enemy 
ground troops were infiltrating in 
from  the West.
A lerts rent the air before dawn 
on the third anniversary of Pearl 
Harbor. Baleful orange flames 
from  the mouths o f anti-aircraft 
artillery and red tracers revealed 
enough light to show up Japanese 
troops floating lazily to the 
ground.
Baltimoreans in Group
T-5 W illiam  R. McCall, Detroit; 
T-4 W inzer Alston, Jr., and T -5 ! 
Charles M um ford of Baltimore, 
w ere w orking near the strip when 
they recognized the enem y air­
craft. Grabbing up rifles they 
rushed to a white depot unit that 
was then form ing a defense peri­
m eter and fought alongside the 
whites all night.
Although most o f the action o f 
the colored troops was confined 
to the infiltrating enemy ground 
troops, several manned antiair­
craft guns during the sky inva­
sion.
Using a w ater-cooled .50 cal. 
machine gun, Sgt. Leon W ilburn, 
Berwyn, Pa., ana Cpl. Milton Pig- 
gins. Cumberland, Md., were o f­
ficially credited with helping 
down one transport, assists on 
two probables and killing a para­
trooper.
Japs M eet Their Match
On the ground the enem y was 
in the vicinity o f Burauen, one- 
half mile west o f one of the co l­
ored units and one mile south o f 
the other. They attacked the for­
m er with automatic fire after 
sneaking through the intense 
darkness. Units from  the other 
battalion rushed to what was 
then the miniature front.
With the same swiftness they 
have used in building airstrips 
in the Pacific, they form ed defen ­
sive positions and set about the 
business o f shooting down be­
w ildered, running targets. Their 
casuaU iae-w eee 3  kilted. 3 w o o d ­
ed. They w ere credited with 27
Jap dead.
Back at the supply camp, one 
o f  the enem y approached within 
10 feet, was spotted by a Filipino 
and Sgt. Martin fired, as did Cpls. 
Fred Barnes o f  Jackson, Miss., 
H orace Akins o f Savannah, Ga., 
and Norman Curley o f  W ashing­
ton, filling the Jap’s body with 
bullet holes.
Easterners in the unit include: 
Sgt. James F. Martin, N ewport 
News, Va.; T-Sgt. Hugh Smith, 
Philadelphia; Capt. E. J. Bonner, 
Freeline, Pa.; Cpl. H erbert John­
son, o f W ashington, D.C.; Sgt.
Burrell Nelson o f  Washington: 
Cpl. H erbert J. Johnson, Winston 
Salem; Pvt. W illiam  R. Runsey 
Chester, Pa.; and T-5 
Johnson, W ashington.
Burma Ack-Ack Unit Eights Off Jap
7 ^ > c - « a o ~ r % p * y J e r '  .
/Zeros With Crack Marksm^tiship
By DETON J. BROOKS
(Defender War Corretpondent)
NORTHERN COM BAT AREA 
COMMAND, Burma.—Sirens blew. 
Flaming tracers streaked across 
the ink-black sky. High overhead, 
above staccato bursts of ack ack 
fire, could be heard the hissing purr 
of enemy aircraft.
We waited in dug-outs—but 
nothing happened—for even the 
fanatical Jap didn't dare try dive 
through that wall o f fire. Shortly 
the all-clear blew  and we were 
able to return to bed. Our air bar­
rage had successfully kept him 
from ground-strafing.
As I sat with the rest of the cor­
respondents at the entrance of our 
dug-out gazing at the tracer-lit sky 
I was filled with a glowing pride, ! 
for behind those guns defending I 
army headquarters were colored | 
boys of an anti-aircraft battalion, 
one of the few Negro com bat units 
in this theater. A t that moment 
even the lives of general depended 
I upon their skill.
Win Reputation In Battle 
Veterans of over a year’s over­
sea’s service, they were recently 
given this important assignment 
because of a hard-earned reputation 
as crack aerial marksmen—a repu- 
tiop gained in a desperate clash 
with the Japs.
It happened about a year ago, 
shortly after their arrival over- 
1 seas. At that time the Nips had 
pushed through northern Burma 
and were threatening Allied sup­
ply lines even in the northern As- 
i sam, India. This unit was rushed 
up forward to protect one of the 
vital air fields of the area.
Early one morning, 38 fighters 
and 21 bombers swarmed in from 
low, over-hanging clouds. Zeros 
dived with guns ablaze to force 
gunners away from batteries while 
bombers sped overhead, dropping 
their loads.
In face of exploding shells and a 
hail o f  machine-gun pellets, these 
untested boys remained ridiculous­
ly calm, an officer said, keeping up 
a constant aerial barrage and suc­
ceeding in knocking down two 
enemy fighters.
Puts Officers To W ork
During the hottest o f the battle, 
some air corp officers took cover 
behind the protection of one of the 
gun positions, but Sgt. Charles 
Dewberry, chief of section (Dayton, 
Ohio), cooly  put them to work car­
rying ammunition.
One 40 millimeter position was 
blown up just after crewm en had 
jumped to slit-trenches to escape 
the effects of a preceeoing near- 
miss. Fortunately only two were 
| injured.
When shell fragments bounced 
] o ff the helmet of one gunner who 
had been beefing for weeks about 
its weight, he was heard to say, 
"B oy I used to think this thing 
was heavy, but it’s getting lighter 
and lighter now.”
The action lasted about 45 min­
utes and when it ended a group o f 
rookies fresh from  the states had 
been transformed into battle- 
scarred veterans. For this engage­
ment they were awarded the 
bronze com bat star and received 
an official commendation from the 
commander.
Spoiling For Fight 
orestingly enough there was 
complaining about getting 
from members of this outfit 
.• ' h -. ■ •' r -. "d. It’s not 
’ • ht t<> Set baet-
See Through Night
One racial characteristic has ; 
stood them in good stead—the ' 
ability to se clearly at night. The 
officer said, “ It is amazing how 
easily they spot enem y planes in 
the blackness. In this regards they 
have it all over white boys. This 
helps them to be devastatingly ac­
curate at a time when most men 
would have to shoot blind.”
One of the big problem s is to 
keep an outfit like this busy. Long 
hours are spent around the gun po­
sitions where they even eat and 
sleep, for it is a 24-hour job. Yet 
Jap planes are seen very seldom 
on this front. Life gets pretty 
monotonous, so battalion Warrant 
Officer Herman R. Watkins, Oak­
land, Calif., has arranged a stiff 
athletic schedule to keep them in 
trim.
League ball games is one of the 
ch ief sports. On the day I was there 
even the colonel played, holding 
down first base.
Non-com missioned officers are 
the backbone o f  any army unit and 
this one is no exception. Officers 
gave high praise to sergeants whom 
they took great pains I should 
meet. Included in the group were:
M-Sjrt. Wilber A. McCallum, Gastonia. 
Ga.; 1st Sat. Jeff 1. Greenup, New Or­
leans, La.; Samuel C. Blasijjnhame. Sene--*, 
S. C.; Oscar Hudson. Glen Rodgers, W. 
Va.: Lucius H. Duncan. Lockland. Ohio; 
T-Sgt. Clarence Gibson, Augusta. Ga.; Cal­
vin L. Ramsey, Selma, Ala.; Roraey E. 
Maya, Rtatesbury. W. Va.; Edward L. 
Jones. Cleveland, Ohio; Alfred T. Taylor, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; S-Sgt. James W. Brown,
for a fight. They have the kind o f 
pride which might be classified as 
’ ’com bat-happy.” And they'd like 
a chance to throw hot lead at the 
best planes the Japs can hurl at 
them.
Trained to a fine edge and keyed 
by the challenge of pr-cision-like 
coordination which anti-aircraft 
gunnery demands, they stay on the 
proverbial ball. Only recently at 
an annual inspection, an ordance 
officer commented, "These are the 
best kept guns I’ve ever seen.”
Their com manding officer, Lt. 
Col. Warren T. K elley is especially 
proud of their venereal control 
record of 100 per cent for which 
they received a recent com menda­
tion from M ajor Gen. George E. 
Stratemeyer, chief of Eastern Air 
Command. As Col. K elley com ­
mented, "Combat efficiency is very 
closely related to the way men take 
care o f themselves. A sick soldier 
is no good to his unit. This is 
especially true in an outfit like 
ours. Key men cannot be easily 
replaced.”
Sprlnglleld, m / J n h /(A C h a  tubers. Trim­
ble. Terni.; Ulysses E. Puckett. Nashville, 
Teun.; Max Kinney, Thrall. Texas: Robert 
Barnett, Cincinnati, Ohio; Earle Lummus 
Atlanta, Ga.; Nathaniel F. Davis, Brad- 
dock. Pa.; Venus Byrd. Philadelphia, l'a..
Duvall H. Thornhill! Lynchburg, Va.: 
Oscar Lovett. Kansas City. Mo.; Rufus 
Mitchell. Osceola. Ark.; Frank Sutherland, 
Castle Hayne, N. C.: Willard E. Collins, 
Lockland. Ohio; Isaiali Crider. Becklev, 
W. Va.; Albert H. Frye. Cincinnati. Ohio; 
Lenard Goree, Ruston, I.a.: Nelson Spen­
cer, Lenniua. Mo.; Robert W. Reagin. Sel­
ma. Ala.; Carl V. Howard. Brooklyn. N. Y : 
Horace Sessions, Georgetown, S. C.; 
Charles S. Braxton. Nashville. Tenn.; Wil­
lie Clack. Beaumont, Texas; Julius V. 
Jones, Chicago. 1U.; Preston R. Lee, New 
Orleans, La.
— -




M A N IL A , Jan. 9 .—T h e  m orning 
new spaper Daily C ourier  reported 
today that a three-hour p itch ed  bat­
tle with m achineguns, carbines, p is­
tols and hand grenades took p lace  
M on d ay  night betw een  A m erican 
N egro  and w hite soldiers in the 
suburbs o f  M anila.
N o  casualties w ere reported  in 
the battle.
T h e  fight was precipitated w hen 
Sgt. Russel Brian, a guard at a 
quarterm aster d ep o t in Q uezon  
C ity in the suburbs o f  M anila, shot 
and killed a N egro  soldier h e saw 
carrying aw ay a bun dle  o f  G I c lo th ­
ing.
N ew s o f  the shooting soon 
reached a nearby cam p for N egro 
soldiers. T h e  N egroes arm ed them ­
selves and invaded the dep ot com ­
pou nd , it was reported , advancing 
in battle form ation  and shooting 
as they cam e.
T h e N egroes w ere m et by  a 
w ithering fire from  w hite guards 
inside the com p ou n d  w hich  stopped 
their advance. Lights in the com -
I pound w ere shot out and sniping continued until m idnight.
T h e  shooting ceased  on ly w hen  
military p o lice  arrived. W eap on s 
used in the fight ranged from  m a­
ch ine-guns to pistols.
<?, (<?4S
B y  U n ited  Press
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LEYTE f l 1  FIELD
Engineers Drop Shovels 
To Join White Soldiers 
I n  B a t t l e
By FLETCHER P. MARTIN
(NNPA War Correspondent)
LEYTE ISLAND, Philip­
pines.—  (Delayed) —  In de­
termined defensive action 
which saw enemy troops 
hurled into confusion and 
finally annihilated, colored engi­
neers help form  the spearhead that 
thwarted the Japanese two-prong 
attempt on the American airstrip 
at San Pablo, Leyte.
By delivering the coup de grace 
to Japanese arms in the Pablo 
sector, these colored troops became 
the first to engage the enemy in 
ground action in the campaign to 
liberate the Philippines.
For tw o days elements of the two 
engineer battalions help herd the 
enemy into a pocket of annihila­
tion. They had secured their posi­
tion and taken the offensive when 
infantry troops arrived and com ­
pletely routed so-called “ prize 
troops”  from  Lt. General Sasaku 
Suzuli’s 35th Army.
Fight Alongside Whites
During the quiet, early hours of 
December 7, enemy transports f ly ­
ing low  made the sneak pass, loos­
ing an estimated tw o hlindred and 
fifty paratroopers. Simultaneously, 
enemy ground troops were in fil­
trating in from  the west. From all 
indications the two arms were to 
brush aside what opposition was 
met and center concentrated attack 
on the airstrip.
Alerts rented the air before dawn 
on the third anniversary of Pearl 
Harbor. Baleful orange flames from 
the mouths of antiaircraft artillery 
and red tracers reveal enough light 
to show up Japanese troops floating 
lazily to the ground.
Three soldiers. T-5 William F. 
McCall, o f Detroit: T-4 Winzer A l­
ston Jr., and T-5 Charles Mumford 
of Baltimore, w ere w orking near 
the strip when they recognized the 
enemy aircraft. Grabbing up rifles 
they rushed to a white depot unit 
that was then form ing a defense 
perimeter. The three Negro soldiers 
fought alongside the whites all 
night.
Man A ck -A ck
Although most of the NegTO ac­
tion was confined to the infiltrating 
enemy ground troops, several 
manned anti-aircraft guns during 
the sky invasion. Using a water 
cooled .50 cal. machinegun, Sgt. 
Leon Wilburn, of Berwyn, Pa., and 
Cpl. Milton Piggins, o f Cumber­
land, Md„ were officially credited 
with dow ning one transport, as­
sists on two probables, and-lcilling 
a paratrooper.
On the ground the enemy was in 
the vicinity of Burauen, near the 
Dulag, Baurauen road. They were 
one-half mile west of one of the 
Negro units, and one mile south of 
the other. They attacked the former 
with automatic fire after sneaking 
through the intense darkness. Units----------------- --- *------------------
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Brooks Tells Of Entry Into China 
With First Convoy On Stilwell Road
By DETON J. BROOKS
(Defender War Correspondent)
ALONG THE LEDO RO AD —For 
two years black and white Am eri­
can engineer troops have toiled 
through monsoon and heat to blaze 
a supply route to China.
Today that road is serviceable. 
The first token convoy has crossed 
into China with the first Negro 
soldiers to enter that ancient land 
and I am with this convoy.
With Am erican and Chinese flags 
flying from each vehicle, Chinese 
and Am erican drivers in each cab, 
n e w s r e e l  cameramen grinding 
away, planes saluting overhead, 
and white-helm eted m otorcycle- 
mounted MP outriders leading the 
way, this convoy got started in 
1he bright afternoon sun in a 
frenzy of fanfare from point mile 
zero on the Ledo Road.
It was December, 1942, that the 
first Am erican engineer contingent 
— a black contingent—arrived at 
Ledo, Assam, in India and poised 
to plunge into the wilds of north­
ern Burma. They were literally 
at the end of civilization. Nothing 
but jungle trails lay ahead. No 
group before had dared try master 
this monsoon-swept, malarial-in- 
fested terrain which rises and falls 
into a series of five green-crusted 
mountains and intervening valleys.
Blaze New Trail
Yet a road to China had to go 
through, for all existing routes had 
been closed. China was sealed 
from the sea. The Japs occupied 
all its ports. British and A m eri­
can troops had been run out of 
Burma. Thus the land route across 
central Burma from  the port of 
Rangoon connecting with the Bur­
ma road—the road that thousands 
and thousands of Chinese coolies 
had torn from m other earth with 
their hands— was useless.
That was Decem ber 1942. And 
two weeks when this convoy com ­
posed of trucks, carry-alls and 
jeeps—all loaded with supplies for 
the Chinese—som e even pulling 
new artillery pieces—moved out of 
Ledo on the road to China, it stood 
as a sym bol o f a hard-earned 
victory. It was a tribute to Am eri­
can engineering genius and to the 
strength and toughness of the or­
dinary GI— better than 50 per cent 
of whom are Negroes— who have 
lived in “ hell" these two years to 
make it possible for our govern- 
m ent.to keep its commitments to 
the Chinese governm ent and there­
by come closer to winning the war.
I have been with these boys as 
they worked through the jungles.
I have seen their lead bulldozer 
at t.ne point of the road plowing 
through foliage so thick that day­
light never penetrates. 1 have 
seen these srann. bulldozer,'-,- ‘rut­
ting a new trace 5,000 feet high 
at the edge of a straight-dropung 
cliffs Oftimes they w o r k e d  
'drenched  to the skin knee-dce> in
mud. At other times they burned 
in broiling hot sun. They have 
been discouraged by heart-break­
ing landslides caused by heavy 
downpours which no engineering 
technique could avoid. They have 
lived on m onotonous jungle ra­
tions. They have gone for months 
without even a movie for enter­
tainment. s
Some have succumbed to dread 
jungle diseases—others killed by 
inevitable accidents. The lead units 
operated so close behind the fight­
ing lines, they were constantly har- 
rassed by snipers. Yet these troops 
kept working doggedly forward. 
So today, though central Burma 
is not clear and the Japs still have 
the Chinese ports, supplies can 
get through by  land.
When the convoy left Ledo, I was 
the only war correspondent who 
elected to accom pany it on this 
first 270-mile stretch to Myitkyina, 
strategic center of northern Burma. 
This was the most difficult section 
to build. It is also the stretch 
where most o f the colored boys 
have foiled and sweated to date. 
So I had a very personal reason 
for starting at the beginning.
Travelling the Ledo Road again 
was like com ing home. It had been 
three months since I had first gone 
pver its traces with a convoy— 
and then it did not lead all the 
way to Myitkyina. The mountain 
passes are wider now. Tw o six 
by sixes can com fortably go ’round 
a curve at the same time. The 
road is hard-surfaced all the way. 
There were regular convoy sta­
tions where one could get a hot 
meal.
There were ,motor maintenance 
shops and gas installations strung 
out along the way. It could have 
been any American highway, but 
for the ever-present jungles stand­
ing as background^
Keep W orking
But as w e rolled through the late 
afternoon sun and on into the night, 
there were still thousands of co l­
ored boys mounted atop bulldozers 
and tractors and gravel crushers 
widening and im proving — for 
weather being what it is in this 
section o f the world, this is a job  
which will never be completed. 
They would look up from their 
work, wave a friendly greeting and 
anxiously scan the long convoy 
for the face of colored drivers. 
They knew its importance as a 
gesture of friendship to the Chin­
ese and they wanted our allies to 
know that black Americans had 
a part too in making it possible.
Time after time clusters of trucks 
with goggled, dust-covered colored 
GIs in the cab whizzed past us 
high-balling it back to Ledo from 
their regular convoy run. A long­
side, the road were more Negroes 
o f .signal construction companies, 
stringing new lines of com muni­
cations.
Later when we stop ped-for the 
night. Second Lt. Harris, Minne­
apolis, Minn., a Negro quarter­
master put up the whole military 
press section accom panying me so 
that we would not have to sleep 
in the open in jungle hammocks.
Select Nine Drivers
It was Second Lt. Wharton, an­
other Negro quartermaster officer 
in charge of the rest station mess 
who saw that we had a good hot 
breakfast in the morning.
It took three days to com plete the 
trip to Myitkyina. Like the boys 
I was anxious to know if Negro 
drivers were to accompany this 
first convoy to China. This matter 
was discussed with both Generals 
Dan F. Sultan, and Lewis A. Pick, 
in charge of construction, and they 
immediately ordered that this 
should be done.
Radios went back to Ledo. Nine 
crack drivers selected from  several 
colored quartermaster battalions 
were ordered to draw full equip­
ment and new vehicles and prd> 
ceed • to Myitkyina. These boys 
have arrived, I have talked to them 
at the bivouac area. Their names 
are as follows: Sgts. George But­
ler, Brooklyn. N. Y.; Harold Lopez, 
New York City: Cpl. Otis Minor, 
Smyrna, S. C.; T-5's Richard Bar­
nett, York, S. C j  Sumner Grant, 
Augusta, Ga.: Richard Street, Mills- 
boro, Del.; W ilbur T. Miller, Tu­
pelo, Miss.; Otha Adams, Sheridan. 
Ark.; James Aldridge, Louisville, 
Ky.
Together with T-5 Edgar Moore, 
Dodge City, Kans., one o f eight I 
soldiers from engineering units se- 1 
lected to represent this branch of 
the service, they were the first 
Negro troops to enter China.
Entering China in a jeep to be­
come the first Negro soldier Qf the ' 
United States to cross the border 
was Barnett.
“ I didn't know that I was a 
first,” Barnett said, “ but I'm proud 
of the honor because o f the folks 
back home an d .th e  fellows who 
worked on the road with me. We 
have worked with Chinese and 
they are fine fellows to work with. 
For some 15 months they have 
treated us like brothers. There are 
few people" we would rather help 
than our new friends. I'm glad 
to be driving in this convoy.”
They are extrem ely iyoud of 
this honor. As Sgt. Lojtez said, 
“ I’m tickled pink to be part of 
this history-making first convoy 
I'm sure the other fellows feel 
the same way. W e've worked hard 
as hell, and we're glad to know that 
when this gesture of friendship be­
tween China and Am erica is being 
symbolized, our racial group has . 
not been forgotten." r
General Pie1'  f '-
Saturday, F eb ru ary  10, 1945
-----------------'
refused to allow  Negro troop* la
that country."
As a matter of fact, Chinese and 
Negro drivers have worked to­
gether for the past two year*. 
Those Chinese, who are on thij 
first convoy, are old Burma road 
boys who came to Burma when thij 
road was closed. They have slept 
in the same rest stations and driv­
en alternate convoys with colored 
boys during this period of time.
• < « f *  L  
By HUBERT H. WHITE
(Defender Staff Correspondent)
HONOLULU. —  Details of the largest U.S. army mutiny in the Central Pacific were 
learned this week by the Chi­cago Defender.
Withheld since July of 1944 by 
rigid censorship, the Defender 
learned the facts behind the mass 
mutiny o f Negro troops on Oahu 
Island.
Behind staggering prison terms 
given 73 Negro GIs for mutiny 
on Oahu, was revealed a grow ing 
bitterness at the rigid Jim Crow 
dominating U. S. Pacific bases.
The mutiny of the 73 Negro sol­
diers began over the army policy 
, o f promoting junior white officers 
a I above senior Negro officers to com . 
Imand colored regiments.
When Negro officers o f  the high­
ly-regarded, crack Company E of 
the 1320th form erly protested this 
policy they w ere ousted com pletely 
and replaced by all white officers.
The Negro officers of the regi­
ment had sent a form al request 
through channels asking that the 
army’s prom otion policy be re­
examined. This promotion policy 
is said to be based on the white 
supremacy theory that no colored 
officer can hold a position superior 
to a white officer in the same regi­
ment.
The army’s answer was to re­
place all colored officers in the unit 
with white ones.
When the enlisted men heard 
that their Negro officers were no 
longer to be with the regiment, 
they refused to leave their bar-
.■ • ’’ See MUTINY, Page 4
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Brighter DayDgwnsJor93d; 
M'Arthur Lauds negro Division
B y W A L T E R  W H IT E  
P ost W a r C orrespondent
Copyright, 1945, New York Post
H ollandia, D utch  N ew  Guinea, 
F eb . 12 (D e la y e d )— T en  days o f 
ca re fu l in vestigation  have un­
earthed  on e o f  the m ost sham e­
fu l ep isod es o f  the P acific  W ar 
— a w idespread  and apparently  
deliberate attem pt on  the part o f  
certa in  p erson s to brand N eg ro  
com bat troop s  as fa ilu res  and 
cow ards. T he 93d In fa n try  D i­
v ision  has been m ade the specific 
target.
I  have been told  freq u en tly  
th at N eg roes  w ere  g ood  on ly  as 
m an ual laborers, that th ey  can ­
n o t fight, that the 93d D ivision  
had  been  g iven  an easy beach ­
head to  take at B ou gainville  but 
had  brok en  and run under fire, 
ca u sin g  h eavy  casualties am on g 
th e w h ite  div ision  next to  it. B e­
ca u se  it proved  to be no good , I 
w a s  told, the 93d had been 
b rok en  up in to  la b or  units.
T h e  fa c ts  as gathered  fr o m  o f ­
fic ia l record s  and fro m  m en and 
o ffice rs  not on ly  o f  the 93d but 
o f  the A m erica l and 37th D ivi­
sions, w hich  participated in the 
B ou ga inv ille  cam paign , p rove  the 
fa lsen ess  o f  the stories.
93d W asn ’t on  Beachhead
In  the first place, the 93d has 
n ever been assigned  to any beach ­
head action  anyw here. T he a s ­
sau lt on  B ougainville  took  place 
in  late N ovem b er and early  D e­
cem ber, 1943. T he 93d w as not 
ord ered  to  B ou gainville  until the 
fo llo w in g  A pril.
Instead  o f  fa ilin g  in its assign ­
m ents, the 25th C om bat T eam  o f  
the 93d D ivision— rou g h ly  one- 
th ird o f  the division, w h ich  w as 
the on ly  part g iven  com bat duties 
— w on  h igh  praise  from  officers  
and en listed  person nel o f  the 
A m erica l and 37th D ivisions.
B rig . Gen. W . C. D unckel, c o m ­
m anding the A m erica^  artillery  
at B ougainville , in an official 
com m en dation , to ld  the 593d Field 
A rtille ry  B attalion  o f  the 93d 
D ivision :
“ Y ou r occu pation  and con stru c­
tion  o f  position  areas has been 
e ffic ien tly  accom plished , and in i­
tial results o f  y ou r  registration s 
and fire on  Japanese troop  m ov e ­
m ents have been  v ery  successfu l. 
M y observers  rep ort that y o u r  ad­
ju stm en ts  have been v ery  a ccu ­
rate, a fa c t that im plies that y ou r  
personnel has been w ell trained 
in the techn ique o f  the arm  and 
can  app ly  that tra in in g  in its first 
com bat service . . . . M y on ly  re ­
g re t is that y ou  did n ot jo in  us 
earlier in the Battle o f  B ou ga in ­
ville. I k n ow  that, in th e  fu ture, 
all o ffice rs  and m en o f  th is unit 
w ill w elcom e, g lad ly , the op p o r ­
tu n ity  to  serve  w ith  the 593d.” 
F irst C om bat D uty  “ O utstanding”
T h e 2d B attalion  o f  the 25th 
C om bat T eam  o f  the 93d w as as­
signed, three days a fte r  reach ing  
B ougainville , to  take a s tron g ly  
fo rtified  Japanese position  o f  five 
con crete  pill boxes. It did it 
w ith  such  e ffic ien cy  and p rom p t­
ness that B rig . Gen. L eon a rd  R. 
B oyd  declared its a ccom p lish ­
m ent w as “ com m en dable  even 
fo r  a veteran  outfit, ou tstan d­
ing fo r  a unit in  its first a ction .” 
R econ  troop s  o f  the 25th s im ilar­
ly  attacked and fo r ce d  retreat o f  
the en em y on  another sector. 
T h ese  troop s  w ere  so  g ood  they 
w ere  k ep t on  com bat m issions 
th ree m onths.
E xh austive  in qu iry  has revea l­
ed  but on e ep isode w h ich  w ould  
even  rem ote ly  serve  as a basis 
fo r  criticism . A  w hite  com pany  
com m an d er w as ord ered  to  lead 
h is  m en  in  an attack  around
either flank o f  an  enem y position  
shaped like a horseshoe. He 
th ou ght it better to  attack dow n 
the m iddle and ordered his three 
N eg ro  lieutenants to  deploy their 
m en around the inside o f  the 
horseshoe.
W h en  the o ffice r  assigned to 
the fu rth erm ost point w ith 15 
m en fou n d  them  outnum bered 
and surrounded  he asked instruc­
tions o f  his com p a n y  com m ander 
and w as told to  d ig  in. The o f ­
ficer, Lieut. O sca r T. D avenport 
o f  St. Lou is, and 11 o f  h is 15 men 
w ere killed. D isorgan ization  fo l­
low ed  as the com pan y com m and­
er led the retrea t to the com m and 
p ost in the rear.
B righter D ay D aw ning
T h is is th e record . T h e  rum or 
has u nw ittin g ly  been given  im ­
petus b y  the fact that because o f 
the su p p ly  situation  the 93d and 
o th er com bat d iv isions have been 
em p loy ed  fo r  10 m onths loading 
and unloading ships and other­
w ise  handling supplies.
A  brighter day seem s to be 
daw ning, how ever, u nder the v ig ­
o rou s  leadership o f  M aj. Gen. 
H a rry  H. Johnson, w ho took  com ­
m and o f  the 93d in A u gust, 1944. 
H e has cleaned ou t m an y o f  the 
less efficient o fficers, w hite  and 
N egro . H e is d o in g  every th ing 
possib le to  s top  assignm ent to the 
93d o f  w hite o ffice rs  w ho are p re j­
udiced against N egroes  or w ho 
have fa iled  in o th er  divisions. He 
op p oses p rom otion  o f such  men 
ov er  com p eten t o ffice rs  already 
in the division, especia lly  colored 
officers. H e has made the 93d 
the m odel o f  th is island.
W hen  I  told  Gen. M acA rthur 
the s t o r i e s  b e in g  circulated 
against the d iv ision  he show ed ex ­
trem e ann oyance  and disgust. 
“ R ace has n oth in g  w hatsoever to 
do w ith a m a n ’s ability  to fight. 
I learned that in serv in g  as a 
ju n ior  o ffice r  w ith  the fam ous 
N eg ro  25th R egim ent. O ne o f  
the grea test arm ies I ever com  
m anded w a s  a F ilip in o one. A ny 
m an w h o  says another m an's 
fighting ability  can  be m easured 
by co lo r  is w ro n g ,”  exclaim ed 
Gen. M acA rthu r.
■2^'b' [ W b
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93 rd Smeared Now; 
MacArthur Objects
■  f l  5 - 3 ' -  4 *
By F L O R E N C E  M U R R A Y
A ll the hullabaloo over the fighting 
ability o f  the 92nd Division, which came 
to ligh t fo llow ing an “ investigation”  o f 
the division in Italy by W ar Civilian Aide 
Trum an Gibson, continues have its 
reverberations this week. R eports from  
W alter W hite in the Pacific area,' point 
to the conviction o f  m any that recent 
doubts expressed concerning the 92nd’s 
efficiency in com bat are part o f  a well-laid 
underground propaganda plan to  smear 
all N egro com bat troops and thereby halt 
progressive trends recently shown by  the 
arm y.
M r. W hite, secretary o f  the N A A C P , 
in a report from  Hpllandia, Dutch New 
Guinea, where he interviewed General 
Douglas M acArthur, proves alm ost con ­
clusively that som ething is rotten in Den­
mark, as fa r  as the criticism  o f  N egro 
com bat troops is concerned.
General M acA rthur spiked rumors g o ­
ing the rounds that the 93rd Division, the 
other full-colored division, had failed at 
their posts. “ Recent developments in the 
attem pt on the part o f  certain persons to 
brand N egro com bat troops as failures and 
cow ards m ay backfire,”  W hite’s report 
stated. He referred  to recent publicized 
rum ors that the 93rd had been broken 
up into port battalions and other labor 
units because its reported cow ardice at 
Bougainville resulted in heavy casualties 
in the white division next to it.
General M acA rthur told Mr. W hite, 
“ A ny man who says that another m an ’s 
fightltig ability can be measured by color
is w rong. I learned that in serving as 
a ju n ior  officer with the fam ous 25th 
Regim ent. One o f  the greatest armies
I have ever commanded was a Filipino 
one."
“ In the first place,”  W h ite ’s release 
states, “ the 93rd has never been assigned 
as yet to any beachhead action anywhere. 
The assault on Bougainville took place late 
in Novem ber, 1943. The 93rd was not 
ordered to Bougainville until the fo llow ­
ing A pril. Even Japanese air activity over 
the beach had by then been stopped to 
such an extent that movies were being 
shown on the beach.
“ Instead o f  fa iling  in the assignments 
given it, the 25th Combat Team o f  the 
93rd, roughly one-third o f  the division, 
which was the only part given combat 
duties, perform ed in such creditable fash ­
ion as to elicit high praise from  o f­
ficers o f  the Am erica and 37th Divisions. 
This was particu larly true o f the artil­
lery, which was commended officially by 
B rigadier General W . C. D unckel.”
A lthough Mr. Gibson pointed out in his 
report to the W ar Departm ent last week 
■that intolerable jiniero conditions facing 
the mem bers o f the 92nd on the fighting 
fronts in Italy and the persecution they 
had undergone on the hom e fron t before 
they le ft  fo r  battle were the real reasons 
behind dem oralization o f  the troops, he 
emphasized the high ratio o f  illiteracy 
existing in the 'division . F or this, he was 
roundly criticized by the Negroes who be­
lieve that emphasis should have been 
put upon denial o f  any lack o f  combat 
ability and on jim ero conditions.
t h e  CHICAGO DEFENDER 
C h i c a - o ,  1 1 1 .
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See Combat Soon, 
Says^MqcArthur
MANILA. —  Rumors that 
the all-Negro 93rd Infantry 
Division now stationed in the 
Pacific theatre, would be 
changed from combat to
service status were scotched this 
week by no less an authority than 
General of the Arm y Douglas M c­
Arthur himself. '
In an exclusive interview with 
Walter White, Chicago Defender 
columnist and N. Y. Post war cor­
respondent, the commanding gen­
eral in the Philippines asserted: 
‘‘The 93rd Division is and will re­
main a combat division and will 
be used as such as circumstances 
warrant.
“ Race or color have nothing 
whatever to do with failure to use 
this division to date. Lack of 
ships, among other circumstances, 
has prevented us from  moving the 
93rd and several other divisions to 
forward areas. We hope to remedy 
that soon,”  MacArthur explained.
The 93rd was the first all-Negro 
division to be activated in World 
War II. It was set up at Fort 
Huachuca soon after the United 
States entered the war and the 
men underwent rigorous maneuv­
ers in Louisiana before being sert 
overseas.
Stationed first in New Guinea 
when they left the country nearly 
two years ago, a portion o f the 
division was recently sent to the 
Dutch East Indies. The 92nd, acti­
vated the follow ing year at Camp 
Atturbury, Ind., and Fort M cClel­
lan, Ala., and later sent to HCta- 
I chuca, is now fighting with Gen­
eral Mark Clark’s Fifth Arm y in
Italy.
THE MICHIGAN C. 
D e t r o i t ,  i i i c h r
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Nazis Are Licked But The Japs Are 
Still Fighting On ‘Secured’ Saipan
By PFC. JUSTIN GRAY 
Yank Staff Correspondent
SAIPAN, THE M ARIAN AS — 
Official records listed this B-29 base 
in the Western Pacific as having 
been “ freed from  organized enemy 
resistance” on July 9, 1944, after 
bitter fighting. Since then over 
12,000 Jap troops have been killed 
on the island and 1,100 more have 
surrendered.
An island is declared “secured” 
as soon as it can be used as an 
operational base against the 
enemy, but to many infantrymen 
here the word has another mean­
ing. While B-29s have been tak­
ing off on their spectacular mis­
sions against the Jap mainland, 
infantrymen have been slow ly se­
curing this “ secured” island, reg­
ularly sending o u t  patrols 
against enemy troops scattered 
about in Saipan’s wild, hilly ter­
rain. Twisting gullies and steep 
slopes are covered with tangles of 
vines, dense fields of tall sugar 
cane, thickets of banana palms 
and groves of taller trees.
•  *  *
THE MAIN part o f  the m opping- 
up has fallen in recent months to 
the men o f the 24th Infantry R egi­
m e n t -veterans of Guadalcanal, 
N6w Georgia and Bougainville with 
more than 35 months’ overseas 
duty. Although some of the Jap- 
occupied territory lies not more 
than a mile from  our own installa- j 
tions, the fighting is similar in al- j 
most every respect to combat in 
forw ard areas.
The 24th Infantry’s mopping-up 
operations are being aided by a 
propaganda campaign conducted by 
the language section of G-2, using I
I leaflets and broadcasts from  porta- ! 
ble loudspeakers. Between Febru- | 
ary 14 and March 3 of this year, j 
58 Jap soldiers and 86 civilians ! 
have been induced to come out of i 
hiding and surrender.
The loudspeakers are usually 
set up on high ground overlook­
ing the caves and underbrush 
where Japs are known to be 
lurking. Every half hour, for four 
I or five hours at a time, a spoken 
appeal in the Japanese language 
is made over the loudspeaker. 
Before and after each speech, re­
cordings of Jap folk  songs and 
children’s songs are played. This 
music is chosen to make the lis­
teners homesick.
* » •
THE SPOKEN appeal is made by 
Cpl. "Ike” Miyam oto of Honolulu, 
a mem ber of a 10-man language 
team. M iyam oto never uses the 
word "surrender.”  His tone is re­
assuring, and his spiel runs some­
thing like this:
“ Hello, hello. This is your friend 
speaking. Did you hear the music 
just played? Wasn't it sweet? 
W eren’t they beautiful songs? I am 
sure the songs brought back m em ­
ories of home. I have a message for 
those of you w ho are still hiding 
in the mountains. We want to help 
care for the wounded and sick. We 
are especially anxious to see that 
the women and children are 
brought out to safety . . . Those 
who have already com e out of the 
mountains are being treated well. 
They are w ell satisfied and very 
happy to be with their friends in 
the camp and stockade . . . There 
is plenty of good food, cigarettes 
and candy . . .”  Then directions 
are given on how the fugitives may 
turn themselves in.
Several individuals who sur­
rendered « f t e r  listening to such 
broadcasts have volunteered to re­
turn to the hills and bring back 
their friends. One w ho was sent 
back with cigarettes and candy 
showed up the next morning with 
14 civilians in tow, among them 
tw o women and three Children. An- 
other, a soldier, made two trips 
into the hills. Each tim e he came 
back with a group. In one of these 
were an infantry lieutenant and 
five other soldiers.
•  *  *
IT IS BELIEVED that Jap re­
sistance on Saipan is led by a little 
fellow  who stands about 5 feet 5 
and weighs around 130 pounds. He 
wears a U. S. khaki uniform, leath­
er leggings and a Jap officer’s cap 
and carries a type-94 Jap automatic 
pistol with a white tassel tied to 
the holster. Most o f his follow ers 
are said to fear him as nluch as 
they do the Am ericans, and he ap­
parently maintains his control over 
them by a m ixture o f threats and 
promises. '
Early this year he promised his 
follow ers that on February n , 
which was Empire Day (Kigen 
Setsu), the Jap fleet would sail 
into Saipan's harbor and drive the 
Americans away. On that day a 
U. S. fleet o f some 8(XV ships ar­
rived off Saipan on its w ay to Iwo 
Jima. The “ boss” lost a lot o f pre 
tige on February 11.
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Le tt to r ig h t: W illia m  J  
Russell M ille r J r . ,  seaman 
W h ite , co xsw a in , C leve lan d .
M oore , sea tan l / c ,  To* 
I / c , C le v e la n d , and Em- 
•U. S. N avy Photos.
HER WAR TO BE WON . . .  IN THE PACIFIC—
t to go fo rw ard  to a com bat theatre in the P a c if ic  
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Killed in Okinawa
CAPT. CLARENCE W . GRIGGS 
Arm y Chaplain o f  Schenectady, 
N.Y., was was killed in action on 
A pril 12 on Okinawa in the Pacific. 
A  native o f Tem ple, Tex., Chap­
lain Griggs was a graduate o f Fisk 
University and Union Theological 
Seminary. He was com m issioned 
in the Chaplains' C o r p s  in.
D ecem ber 1942.
C A D E T  M A R K  R IV E R S , 
J R . ,  son of D r. and M rs. M ark  
E . R iv ers, 146-56  B aysid e a v e ­
nue, New Y o rk  C ity , w ho is 
listed  am ong the cadets to be 
graduated  Ju n e  5 from  the 
U nited  S ta tes  M ilitary  A cad ­
em y a t W est P o in t. ______
West Pointer
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West Pointer Wins Oak 
Leaf In Pacific Drive
WASHINGTON, D. C.—Captain Clarence M. Davenport, Jr„ o f De­
troit, Michigan, a 1943 graduate of W est Point and executive officer of 
the 742nd Anti-aircraft Artillery Gun Battalion in New Guinea, and 
Captain Lee V. Futrell, o f Sylvania, Ohio, com manding officer of an all- 
Negro Engineer General Service Battalion in the Philippines, have been 
promoted to the rank of major, the W ar Department announced today. 
Both officers rose from  the rank of second lieutenant in a little more
than two years.
M ajor Davenport was the first 
Negro from  the state of M ichigan 
to receive an appointment to the 
U. S. Military Academy at W est 
Point after maintaining a brilliant 
scholastic record at the University 
o f Detroit, where he was a pre­
medical student.
Parents in  M otor City
A resident of Detroit, M ajor 
Davenport is the husband of Mrs. 
Yolandie Davenport and the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence M. Daven­
port, Sr., o f 272 Hague Avenue in 
the M otor City.
His first assignment was "to the 
207th AAA Automatic Weapons 
Battalion as a platoon leader, from 
which position he advanced in 
rapid succession to adjutant, bat­
talion operations officer and finally 
battery commander. W hen the 
742nd AAA Gun Battalion was con ­
verted into an all-Negro unit early 
this year, M ajor Davenport was 
selected for the responsible posi­
tion of executive officer and earned 
his promotion in this capacity.
He was erroneously reported as 
killed in action at Bougainville 
several months ago, as a result of 
his being confused with Lieutenant 
James Davenport, who was killed 
in action during a beach assault in 
the Solomons. The mistake was 
not discovered until the family and 
friends of M ajor Davenport had 
held memorial services in his honor.
The rugged West Pointer has 
completed 20 months service in the 
Southwest Pacific.
Futrell from Ohio
M ajor Futrell is the son of Mr.
MAJ. CLARENCE M. DAVENPORT
and Mrs. Reat Futrel.’ o f Sylvania, 
Ohio. Inducted into the Army 
December 9. 1941, M ajor Futrell is 
married to Mrs Frances Futrell, 
1125 City Park Avenue. Toledo. 
Ohio. He took his basic training 
as an engineer at Port Leonard 
Wood, Missouri, and was commis­
sioned in August 1942, at Fort Bel- 
voir, Virginia.
-~JIe attended schools In Sylvania 
anA^Toledo, Ohio, and has a  
brother. Sergeant Thomas D. Fut­
rell, assigned to a Quartermaster 
truck company in India.
In addition to the Asiatic Paci­
fic Theater Ribbon, M ajor Futrell 
also has been awarded the Philip-i 
pine Liberation Ribbon with a 
Bronze Star. He has been overseas 
16 months.
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Fifty Per Cent of Engineers In 
Pacific Are Negroes; General 
Praises Work As Vital To Success
Loeb Queried Top Yank Officer
By C H A R L ES H. L O EB  
N S P A  W ar Correspondent
M A N ILA — M ajor General Hugh 
J. Casey, Chief Engineer, G ener­
al Headquarters, Southwest P a c if­
ic area, refused point blank t  o 
m ake a eomparisrm'TiefWeefr white 
and colored troops in his corps 
o f scrapping, scraping, building, 
fighting engineers.
“T h ey ’re all engineers, and 
they’ve all done a damn good job ,” 
was his instant reply to  m y query. 
“They’ve  w orked around the clock, 
around the week, fighting all the 
way to clear the way for  our 
forces from  Port M oresby to the 
Philippines."
The General, a native o f  B rook ­
lyn, N. Y., and a W est Pointer, 
won his two stars on  February
20, 1944 and was appointed Chief 
Engineer for the Southwest P acific  
Area in February, 1945. He is 
thorized to wear the Distinguished 
Service M edal, Bronze Star Medal, 
D istinguished Service Cross, D i s ­
tinguished M arksm an and D isting­
uished Pistol Shot.
As Com m anding General, Arm y 
Service Com mand, o  n Philippine 
Operations from  August. 1944, to 
February, 1945, he has been able 
to w atch at close hand the work 
o f  thousands o f  N egro Engineers. 
H e talks pridefully o f their a c ­
com plishm ents.
D uring the opening phases of 
the P acific Campaign, N egro En­
gineer troops represented about 50 
per cent o f  such troops. The 91st 
and 96th General Service regi - 
ments, both o f  whom  are recip­
ients o f  the coveted Presidential 
citation, were the first Am erican 
ground troops to land in the 
Southwest P acific. Under almost 
constant bom bing and strafing, 
they perform ed their varied tasks 
above and beyond the call o f  du­
ty.
Engineers are no rear echelon 
troops, and N egro engineer troops 
are engineer troops, not labor bat- 
I talions. They’re right up there 
w here the action is blazing, re­
pairing bridges, readying captured 
strips w ithin hours o f  their seiz­
ure from  the enem y, trucking vi­
tal material and supplies to the 
fron t line troops, provid ing puri­
fied  water w hich must be trucked 
up to the front lines to  the in -1 
fan try  and artillery.
Engineers on Luzon have 
w rought m iracles in restoring the 
-bridges, roads and harbors. T raf­
f ic  is m oving on  oiled wheels over I 
rail and road from  Lingayen Gulf 
to  ravaged Manila. Plans for  a 
new M anila are already in the 
m aking.
E ngineer troops, about 40 per 
cen t o f them N egroes, have put 
the fam ous M anila P ier 7, large 
enough  to accom m odate both the 
Queen M ary and the Norm andy, 
in  operation. On A pril 1st, the pier 
had been receiving and discharg­
ing w ar m aterials fo r  three weeks. 
E ngineer troops are assisting in 
the trem endous task o f  clearing 
the harbor o f  the m ore than 500 
Jap ships o f  all descriptions that 
clutter up the navigable channels.
N egro troops, engineers all, are 
building the necessary warehouses, 
hospitals, bridges and airdrom es. 
W ork in g  side by side with white 
troops, the spirit o f  rivalry has 
m oved these N egro soldiers to s e t , 
new records. General Casey denied j 
that these assignm ents were cal­
culated, b u t  adm itteed, with a ; 
w inkle in his eye. “ It does seem j 
>o get the work done faster.”
Y ou  m others, fathers, wives and 
w eethearts o f  the N egro Engin­
eers in the Southwest P acific need 
ake no back seat for  those who 
have loved ones in the com bat out­
fits. I ’ve seen them  perform  mira­
cles in the cam paign for  Luzon. 
I ’ve seen them drop their tools and 
grab their guns to drive enemy 
troops from  their areas. I ’ve seen 
them  construct air strips almost 
overnight, under constant threat
o f  enem y bom bing.
I’ve w atched these form er clerks, 
farm hands, pool players, and pro­
fessors; these bootblacks, barbers, 
bakers and blacksm iths; these 
schoolboys, social workers, s c u l- 
| lions and cotton  pickers — I ’ve I 
watched them  turn the face of 
the clock around from  Lingayen j 
Gulf to M anila Bay.
T hey ’ve paved the w'ay for the 
in fantry and artillery. They've 
made the difference between vic­
tory and defeat, and they're the 
boys who are now making possi­
ble the next m ove against the 
nasty Nips. I'm proud of them.
And so is General Casey!
A — 8 “ T HE E V E N I N G  STAR,  Washington, D. C.
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First Jap Colonel Captured, 
Asks Americans to Shoot Him
By the Associated Press.
MOROTAI ISLAND, Dutch East 
Indies, Aug. 7.—A 93d Division pa­
trol, operating on a "bring-him - 
back-alive” basis has returned from 
the Morotai bush with a Japanese 
colonel, believed to be the highest 
ranking prisoner of the Southwest 
Pacific campaign.
Maj. Gen. Harry H. Johnson gave 
the patrol its live-prisoner order as 
it started into the jungle-covered 
hills to find Col. Ouchi, commander 
, of the remaining Japanese on M or- 
otai. Five days later the weary 
Yanks were back at camp with the 
colonel.
Gen. Johnson, who was a Houston 
(Tex.) oil man before the war, said 
that after he was captured, Col. 
Ouchi folded his arms and asked 
the Americans to shoot him.
'IZ
Col. Ouchi was taken when he 
from command shack when 
shooting started. The Japanese ad 
jutant was killed in front of 
colonel and Ouchi fell over him 
was captured as he lay with 
face in the dirt.
The patrol killed nine of Col 
Ouchi's guards without losing a 
man.
“ Did you hear that Tokyo hac 
been bom bed?” Gen. Johnson askec 
Ouchi.
"Yes, but don ’t believe.” the pri­
soner replied, " I f  Tokyo being 
bombed Japan would surrender.”
“ Why didn’t you surrender?” was 
the next question.
“The Emperor would not allow 
me to surrender,” was the reply.
The 93d Division is composed of 
Negro enlisted men and includes 
many Negro officers.
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Loeb Reviews Pacific Victory
Two Routes Followed; 
Our Men In All Battles
In Two Parts (Part 1) |93rd Infantry Division which
wrote more than one chapter of 
By CHARI.ES H. LOEB glorious achievements on Bougain- 
Guide NNPA W ar Correspondent ville before the m ajority of its
AN ADVANCED P A C I F I C  Pcrsonnel themselves assigned to 
N T *  , , , ,he unglamorous job  of unloadingBASE— W hile the shouts of victory, ® . „  „  ,, 5* n w __ships at Finchaven, Hollandia andare still echoing throughout the . *
4r Biak. Their status was a question nation might be a good tune to, . .. XTii ,1 4u _____ 4L .i o f grave concern to the Negro peopull aside the veil o f secrecy that, & A . ... * „
for reasons o f m ilitary security, ^  ° f A tn e n c . until, with the as- 
has hitherto obscured the full par-|s/ * nmen‘  o f M« -  Gen. Harry J 
ticipation of Negro servicem en in Joh” son to command, the scattered 
l . r 4u r> » units were assembled again forIthe ‘ Battle of the Pacific. , . , .TT . . . , 4U. _______ * com bat duty. The end o f the warUnfortunately this cannot be , . T .. _  4. „  found them m opping up Jap ele-done statistically by enumerating ents on Morati where the
the num ber and types o f Negro weeks conflict
umts participating in the vanou alive one of the highest
phases of the twin actions that . , . T . .
brought us to final victory. W ith ! '* ? 1™ *  offlcers' 3  Ve,Uten3nt
few  exceptions, Negro units in this colonel- durlng a successful patro, 
jwar are small units, battalions and 
[companies, for the most part at­
tached to the larger strategic units 
that win the big headlines.
|TWO ROUTES TO JAPAN
We m oved against our Japanese
action.
In the early phases o f the New 
Guinea campaign, when Jap planes 
were plentiful, many a GI breathed 
a prayer of thanks for the ex 
pertness o f the Negro radar opera­
tors attached to the 689th Air 
emenies by tw o routes across the Warning Com pany on Biak. The 
Pacific, both leading to Tokyo. The writer last encountered them on 
first route curved northwestward Tawi-Tawi.
up the coast o f N ew  Guinea and its Am ong the best anti_aircraf, 
offshore islands m  six jumps (from  units jn the Pacific at that time 
Lae to Saidor 2 January 1944; to must be listed the 207th (MILNE 
Aitape and Hollandia 23 April; to BAY) 208th (AU STRA LIA AND
M « nd M/ y: ® ‘ ? k J1*!M IL N E  B A Y ), 100th (FINC 
land 27 May; Noem foor Island 2 H AVEN), 741st (NEW BRITAIN) 
July; Sansapor 30 Ju ly ), then a and the 477th (ORA B A Y )_ T 
longer leap to Morati on Sept, lb
and finally to the landing in the THE ARMY ENGINEERS 
Philippines 19 October. From  the Never before in modern warfare 
northermost part of Luzon we has the problem  o f logistics—the 
were then only 1,400 miles from  movement of troops and supplies—
Japan. been such a vital determining fac-
COMBAT UNiTS STAND OUT 1 tor. When you know that the 
Outstanding Negro combat unit general service and engineering 
utilized on this first route was th* troops who made possible the bases
installations, built the airfields, 
handled millions o f tons o f equip­
ment and supplies were nearly 50 
per cent of them Negroes you be­
gin to appreciate that this war 
could not have been w on  without 
their work.
There's not an airfield or major 
base on the Pacific stretching 
from Port M oresby to Luzon that 
has not depended upon the skill 
and brawn of Negro troops for its 
existence. The 810th and 870th 
Aviation Engineers at Hollandia. 
jBiak and Luzon; the_ 828th on 
Hollandia .and Luzon; the 857th 
and 855th at Finchaven and Port 
Moresby; the 1871st w hich did a 
[record job  of$ construction on the 
[ 10,000-bed Arm y hospital at Ma- 
jnila, are among some o f the out­
standing organizations, but the list 
o f similar engineering outfits could 
fill- this page.
SERVICE COMPANIES
The general service companies, 
from  the war’s very  beginning, 
have covered themselves foith 
glory. The 96th General Service 
Regiment hold the honor o f being 
the first Arm y ground troops ih 
jthe Southwest Pacific. A long with 
jthe 91st, they were pressed into 
service that called for a maximum 
of versatility. They built roads, 
airfields, military installations of 
every kind, during the frantic race 
to match Japanese might in the 
early stages o f our attack.
Their ownership o f a Presi­
dential Citation is eloquent testi­
m ony o f the manner in which they 
perform ed and of the im p9 rtance 
o f their mission.
Then there’s the scores of Spe­
cial Service com panies manned by 
Negro troops that have helped 
weave the pattern of v ictory in 
this war. The Malaria Control 
Units w ho have fought the Jungle 
mosquito from  New Guinea to 
Tokyo; the Aviation Utility Squad­
rons w ho have aided in the con ­
struction and maintenance o f our 
scattered airfields, and tha Avia­
tion Engineer Squadrons who 
have gone in w ith  com bat troops 
■ to be on hand for  tWe unloading of 
our planes arriving at a captured
strip. /
Then there’s the 636tn Ordnance 
Am m unition Company, holder of 
the Bronze Arrowhead Award for 
assault landings on hostile Shores. 
Thdy swarm ed over Red Beach 
Leyte, 65 minutes after the first as­
sault wave, and maintained ammo 
dumps on the beach under enemy 
fire for five days. Later a pickeo 
detachment from  this unit, attach 
ed to the 38th Division and the 
34th Regim ental Com bat team, 
took part in the initial landings 
at La Paz, Luzon.
Another detachm ent o f one 
officer and 20 enlisted men landed 
with the task force  at Mariveles. 
Luzon, capturing four Jap soldiers, 
one an pfficer. Scores o f others, 
attached to the com bat troops who 
received their deserved glory, 
were scattered all over the South­
west Pacific in our passage along 
this FIRST ROUTE.
SECOND TOKYO ROUTE
A year ago the nearest point to 
Tokyo held by the United States 
forces was Eniwetok in the Mar 
shalls, w ell over 2,000 miles from 
Japan. In our m ovem ent across 
the vast expanses o f the Western 
Pacific from  Hawaii, the leaps 
have been longer, and our Naval 
forces have borne the brunt of the 
staggering job  of transporting 
while protecting enroute the as­
sault forces which wrested from 
the Japs the key islands needed 
for our final victory.
A fter taking the key islands in 
the Gilberts, first 1944 step was to 
clean the Japanese out o f the Mar­
shalls, w hich lay along the supply 
lines we had to fo llow  to establish 
our forw ard bases. Here the 51st 
and 52nd Marine Defense Bat­
talions got their first taste o f  ac­
tion. The 52nd was on Eniwetok 
as the war ended. A fter taking 
K w ajalin  and Eniketok laat Feb-
Negro Troops Routed Japs 
In Drive On Jolo Island
WITH THE 93RD DIVISION IN THE PHILIPPINES— In the closing phases of the 
war with the Japs, troops of the 93rd Infantry Division demonstrated their fighting 
ability when forward elements of the 368th Infantry Regiment climaxed a four-week 
drive on Jolo Island in the Sulu Archipelago with the killing of Major General Tatsuzo 
Suzuki, and running up a total of more than 750 Japs killed, wounded and captured.
O perating through  a lm ost im ­
penetrable ju n g le , and over ter­
rain never before  crossed by 
U. S. troops, the- bronzed battle- 
tested in fan trym en  hacked  and 
battled  their w a y  up the slopes 
o f  M ounts T u m a n ta g is  and 
T aran  to drive out and  destroy 
superior en em y forces w hich  had 
been  assem bled  by  General 
Suzuki, Japanese B rigade C om ­
m ander, for  a surprise attack  on 
the city  o f Jolo.
The U. S. cam p a ign  w as su p ­
ported by  a con centrated  air 
strike, and the h eavy  gu ns of 
the fie ld  a rtillery  and ju n g le - 
tou gh ened  gu errilla s  o f  the 
P h ilip p in e A rm y. O verall Com ­
m ander o f forces em p loyed  in the 
area w as L ieu ten ant Colonel 
Isaac C. Corns, o f H arlingen, 
Texas, w ho p lan ned  and led  the 
successfu l drive.
The operation was preceded 
by a number of long-range 
reconnaissance patrols com­
posed of American and guerril­
la troops led by First Lieuten­
ant Booker T. Williams of 
Baltimore, Battalion Intelli­
gence Officer.
Reports w ere received in early 
July revea lin g  that Japs in large 
n um bers w ere ra id ing  civ ilian  
farm s loca ted  in the footh ills, 
tak in g  aw ay  large quan tities of 
food  and livestock , k illin g  the 
m a le  in habitan ts and abdu ctin g  I 
the w om en.
U nconfirm ed reports a lso  had i 
reached h eadquarters that a 
h igh  ran k ing  officer , later id en ­
tified  as G eneral Suzuki, w as j 
som ew here in the h ills  organiz- j 
in g  his forces for an attack d e ­
sign ed  in itia lly  to take the la rg ­
est city  on the island  and even ­
tu a lly  regain  con trol o f  the en ­
tire area. W ith th is in form ation , 
L ieu tenant W ilila m s and his 
patrol com bed  suspected areas 
w ithout su fferin g  casualties, and 
returned w ith  in form ation  co n ­
cern ing the location  o f  probab le  
Jap pockets o f resistance.
A lew days later a company 
of seasoned infantrymen, un 
der the command of 
Alamanca C. Williams, c'f 
Crawfordville, Ind., conducted 
a combat patrol on the basis 
of the intelligence report, and 
ran into a heavily manned Jap 
outpost. In a brief fight 13 Japs 
were hilled and the remainder 
were forced to withdraw.
On July 17, First L ieu tenant 
R icardo S an tiago o f  N ew  York 
C ity and a sm all patrol o f  37 
ju n g le -h a rd en ed  veterans added 
another chapter to  the figh tin g  
record o f  N egro soldiers w hen  
they ran up aga in st a h eav ily  
arm ed nest o f m ore than  100 
Japs.
O utnum bered a lm ost three to 
one, L ieu ten ant S an tiago and 
his m en nevertheless d isor­
gan ized  and drove back  the 
enem y, k illin g  21. The "d a rin g  
patrol leader and three o f  his 
assistants, Staff Sergeant L e o n ­
ard Dow den o f  New O rleans, 
L ou is ian a ; S ta ff Sergeant Joe 
Bussey, o f L incoln ton , G eorgia, 
'a n d  S taff Sergeant T im oth y 
T w itty o f Franklin , V irg in ia , 
m ade in d iv id u a l assau lts w ith 
autom atic  guns and  grenades 
w h ich  dem oralized the Japs and 
insp ired  the rest o f  the m en  to 
rout the superior en em y force.
Sergeant Dowden single- 
handedly rushed at a Jap 
machine gun nest to destroy 
it with hand grenades and 
rifle fire. Although shot in the 
chest before he had taken a 
half-dozen steps, he did not 
swerve nor falter in his ad­
vance. By painful efforts he 
struggled to within grenade 
throwing distance of the enemy 
emplacement. Shot in the 
throat, he fell mortally wound­
ed as he raised his arm to hurl 
a hand grenade.
In th is second en coun ter tw o 
m em bers o f the patrol w ere 
k illed  and seven w oun ded , one 
o f  w hom  w as L ieu ten ant San ­
tiago.
On the fo llow in g  day, July 18,
a sp ecia lly  selected  task force 
o f  tw o rifle  com p a n ies  w ith  m or­
tar an d  . m ach in e  gun elem ents 
under the personal com m and  of 
L ieu tenant C olonel Corns had 
penetrated the Jap in fested  area 
before it w as halted  by a su ­
perior force. Forced to retire b e ­
fore a creep in g  barrage o f dead ly  
90-m m  m ortar fire, our troops 
q u ick ly  organ ized  a hasty d e ­
fen sive  perim eter. M ortars under 
the d irection  o f  Second L ieu ten ­
ant G eorge Cordery o f Lou isville , 
K entucky, e ffe ct iv e ly  neutralized 
the b ig  gu ns o f the enem y.
In the battle  w hich  lasted a 
little  over tw o hours before -our 
w ith draw al, our troops d isp layed  
cooln ess and fortitude. Four m en 
w ere k illed  and n ine w ounded . 
C asualties w ere treated by C ap­
tain  C larence C. A llen , o f C o­
lum bus, G eorgia , B attalion Sur­
geon , "who a ccom pan ied  the task 
force.
After this encounter, addi­
tional reports came in which 
confirmed the prepartHion of 
General Suzuki's forces for an 
all-out drive to retake the 
island. Maintaining steady 
reconnaissance of positions,
U. S. forces planned a coordi­
nated air-ground attack to de­
stroy the Nips in their assem­
bly areas in the vicinity of 
Mount Tumantagis. At dawn 
on the 28th of July, Marine 
and 13th Air Force bombers 
and fighters plastered the Jap 
positions with 260, 500 and 
1,000-pound bombs in the first 
phase of the operation.
Before the noise  o f  the last ex ­
p lod in g  b om b  had  died aw ay, the 
b ig  guns o f  the fie ld  artillery 
battery  com m an d ed  by  First 
L ieu ten ant Frank C lem m ons of 
T oled o, O hio, w ere lob b in g  high 
ex p losiv e  sh ells  to com plete  the 
so ften in g  up of the Japs.
Meanwhile, the foot-slogging 
infantry had been moving up 
for the kill, and as the artil­
lery ceased fire, drove in 
quickly, killing and capturing 
the enemy as their disor­
ganized elements fled in panic 
and disorder. Effectively de­
ploying his forces. Lieutenant 
Colonel Corns led his men in a 
four-day running fight on the 
heels of the Japs, virtually 
clearing them from the island.
It w as here that General 
Suzuki m et his death, although 
this fa ct w as not d iscovered  until 
a few  days later w hen  h is grave 
w as exh um ed  and the body e x ­
am in ed  b y  Captain A llen , and 
M a jor  Jam es W h ittico  o f  Blue- 
fie ld , W est V irgin ia , island sur­
geon .
Thus, w ith in  a m onth ’ s time 
an entire is lan d  w as cleared e x ­
cept for sm all, scattered pockets 
w h ich  w ere b e in g  rap id ly  e lim i­
nated as the w ar ended.
A lso  ta k in g  an active  part in 
th e  operation  w ere Captains 
M orris D. W ood , Portales, New 
M ex ico ; D unbar P. G ibson , Ann 
Arbor, M ich ig a n ; Robert M cD an­
iel, C onnelsville , P en nsylvan ia ; 
M ajors M ilton  R. W y att and 
C harley R. K yle o f  T ex as ; Lieu­
tenants W arren  Van Hook, West 
V irg in ia ; L eroy Browm, Colum bus, 
G eorg ia ; John J*. B lalark. P h ila ­
delph ia , P en nsy lvan ia ; John E. 
C oghlan , N ew York C ity; Grover 
Z. G crd ine, St. Louis, M issouri; 
W illia m  I. Rcevps, Colum bus, 
O hio, and D onald  Sm ith, Ja­
m aica , N ew  York.
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66th Now in Manila; 
'3rd Few Islands Away
(EDITOR’S NOTE: By Peyton 
3ray, form er assistant city editor o f 
he Baltimore AFRO and form er 
^rmy sergeant with General Pat- 
pn in Germany, who le ft Baltimore 
Aug. 26 and now  filed his first 
atch from  the Philippines.)
M AN ILA (B y  Cable) —  Rem ­
nants o f  the fam ed 366th Infan­
try Regim ent, doing practically 
nothing down here, are scheduled 
to return to civilian life  by  Oct. 1.
I say remnants because many 
members o f the original unit were 
wiped out crossing the Cinqualle 
Canal in Italy in Decem ber.
A  few  days prior to the end o f  
hostilities, the rem ainder c f  the 
outfit was converted into the 224th charge. R eplacem ents are e l ­
and 226th E ngineer Regim ents, pected to com e from  the 93rd
Placed Under White Officers
The 224th, with white officers 
who had only a smattering o f  en­
gineering training, was redeployed 
to the Pacific theater, while the 
j other was left in Italy under their 
colored officers.
The 1200 men with the 224th 
were among the first 5,000 vet­
erans to head fo r  the Pacific di­
rect from  Italy, the trip to Manila 
| taking 48 days.
Upon their arrival, they went 
to work building hospitals That 
work discontinued with the co l­
lapse o f the Nips, they w ere regu­
larly assigned to general engineer 
service work on  roads, signal tow ­
ers, filling stations, im proving the 
cam p area.
Som e H eaded for  Japan
The regim ent is really marking 
time awaiting further revam ping 
! developm ents. It is rum ored that 
a rebuilt unit is headed fo r  Japan.
A t this writing, approxim ately 
750 o f them, with m ore than the 
necessary 80 points, are expected 
to leave fo r  the States and dis-
Division, a few  islands away.
The excitem ent o f  em inent dis­
charge has increased their morale 
which has not been  to favorable 
since the unit was reorganized and 
redesignated.
Clashes A w aited 
In an in form al survey, the men 
clearly indicated that they pre­
ferred  serving under their own o f­
ficers, who, they fe lt, had a defi­
nite personal interest in them. 
Several rifts have been reported, 
with non-com s saving the day.
In an effort to build morale, 
the m en have been perm itted to 
attend schools in M anila and 
finish high school training, first 
year college and preparatory civil 
service courses.
Recreation L im ited 
Inter-com pany sports are en­
couraged and trucks carry them 
into the city proper daily for re­
laxation. The latter is lim ited to 
small, over-crow ded stuffy thea­
tres, clip-joints, cafes and the 
ever-present brothels.
In general, the m en are tired 
o f  soldiering and o f  each other 
and constantly chant, “ W e want 
to go hom e.”
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WAR DIARY 1
Report of action 
of the 93rd Infan­
try Division in the 
Northern Solo­
mons, March 21 
to May 19, 1944.
G U AD ALC AN AL -  The cessa- 
ion  of hostilities in the Pacific 
permits the revelation o f certain 
>perations of the 93rd N egro In- 
lantry Division w hich hitherto 
lave been withheld for reasons of 
lecurity.
Following is a chronological re­
port o f highlights of operations of 
the 93rd D ivisions 25th Com bat 
Team w hich was ordered to pro- 
peed from  Guadalcanal to Empress 
Augusta Bay, Bougainville Island, 
Bn March 21, 1944:
March 21— (Guadalcanal) Head- 
Ijuarters. 93rd Infantry Division is 
ordered by the Commanding G en­
eral. U. S. Arm y Forces in the 
South Pacific Area, to m ove the 
25th Com bat Team to Empress 
Augusta Bay Perimeter, Bougain- j 
v ille  Island, w ith the least prac- i 
ticable delay. Com position o f the 
Com bat Team:\
25th Infantry Regiment, 593rd 
F ield A rtillery Battalion; 596th 
F ield  Artillery Battalion: Com ­
pany A. 318th Com bat Engineer 
Battalion: Company A, 318th M edi­
ca l Battalion; 1 Platoon, Company 
D, 318th Medical Battalion; 93rd 
Reconnaissance Troop; Detachment 
93rd Signal Company; Detachment, 
■793rd Ordnance Com pany; Detach­
ment, 93rd MP Platoon.
March 26— (G uadalcanal)— 25th 
C T  embarked and departed from  
Guadalcanal in  convoy of five 
transports.
.March 28—Debarked at Empress
Augusta Bay and attached to XIV  
Corps and on same date attached 
to  Am erical Division.
.March 29— Established bivouac 
Brea and prepared local security 
positions.
.March 31— 593rd FA com pleted 
its gun positions and was ready to 
lire its first mission.
April 2— The 2nd Battalion of 
the CT was detached from  Am eri­
cal Division and passed to opera­
tional control o f Commanding Gen­
eral. 37th Infantry Division, form ­
ing part o f a composite force con ­
sisting o f one battalion of the 148th 
Infantry, two F iji Battalions, and 
the 2nd Battalion, 25th Infantry.
During the next two days the 
2nd Battalion. 25th Infantry oper­
ated against the enemy along the 
Nuraa-Numa Trail. Blue Ridge, and 
and the Laruma River. A t 2:30 p. 
m., April 2. Pfc. Isaac Moore, of 
Brooklyn, N. Y „ pujled the lan- 
yai.I «B -ih p  No 2 t o f  Rattpry 
A , 593rd FA, w hich sent the first 
round fired by the 93rd Division 
Into enemy positions.
April 4— The 2nd Battalion con ­
tinued its operations along the 
Dum a- Nuraa Trail. During this 
operation, the battalion closed with 
the enem y and killed approxim ate­
ly  25 Nips. Four men were lost 
b y  the A  and P Platoon which it 
was returning from  a supply m is­
sion to the Am erical Division on 
H ill 500: Privates First Class Hugh 
Carrol, Oginal I. Ryan, W illiam W. 
Ash. and Joseph C. Mallory. These 
w ere the first men of the 93rd to 
b e  killed in action in this war. 
The 593rd F A  fired four concentra-j 
tions and consumed 208 rounds o f 
ammunitions. Engineers of 318thj 
m oved out fully equipped fori 
com bat road construction. The 
m orale o f all men was praise­
w orthy, and comments were made 
b y  members of the 37th Division 
that elements o f the 25th CT com ­
mitted to the push were the best 
"green" troops they had ever seen 
in action.
April 5— The 2nd Battalion w ith­
drew  from  the Numa-Numa Trail 
and was released from  assignment 
to  the 38th Division. The 3rd Bat­
talion occupied Hill 600 and 250., 
M en of the 593rd received a com ­
m endation from  Brig. Gen. W. C. I 
Dunckle, com manding Am erical | 
Division A rtillery, for firing six 
excellent concentrations. Engine­
ers continued com bat road con ­
struction.
April 6— Com pany E left Hill 250 
to  establish an ambush along a Jap 
trail to the east. The 3rd Bat­
talion conducted intensive patrol-; 
ling to thednorth and east of Hill! 
250. Ordnancemen inspected first; 
captured Jap equipment. About! 
31:30 p. m. a period of emergency, 
began, which, before its termina­
tion. was to tax the skill and abili-i 
ty  o f the men and officers to the; 
utmost. Throughout the night and; 
a il the next day the men worked 
diligently and untiringly. Eighteen 
surgical operations were perform -! 
ed. and officers and men. without 
regard for their personal safety, 
carried the wounded to ambulances 
ov er  difficult ar.d steep terrain at 
the base of Hill 250.
April 7— Company K contacted 
the enemy before an ambush could 
b e  established and in the fire fight 
that resulted one officer and 17 
m en  w ere killed and seven were 
w ounded. Our forces withdrew 
about 100 yards and called for ar­
tillery fire. All bodies w ere re­
covered  and interment made in the 
Bougainville cem etery. The 593rd 
fired 745 rounds in suonort o f the: 
Am erical Division Artillery
April i i — A patrol from  Com ­
pany K  sighted five Japs 2.000 
yards north o f H il' 250. along the 
w est branch o f the Torokina R iv­
er. and killed tw o o f them. A  pa­
trol from  Com pany I located a 
■70-mm Jap field piece and de­
stroyed it. During the night the 
25th CT was subjected to Jap artil­
lery  fire (15-cm ' for the first time.
April 14— A patrol from  Com ­
pany E. operating northeast o f the 
East-West Trail, made contact with 
an estimated 15 Nips and killed 
three o f them. The 593rd fired 
concentrations on enemy gun posi­
tions.
April 15 —  Litterbearers. were, 
subjected to enemy fire  during thej 
pight, and fought with as much 
v igor as the infantrymen. Or. one 
such occasion, T /5  Mose W heeler 
o f  Company A, 318th Medical Bat­
talion, became the first casualty 
o f  his unit. Detachments from  the 
■793rd Ordnance, 93rd Quartermas­
ter Com pany and 318th Medical 
Battalion were ordered to  report' 
to  Bougainville from  Guadalcanal.
April 16 —  Companies E and G 
w ere attacked by an enemy force 
but our troops w ere successful in 
repelling the assault which also 
w as aimed at the Fiji battalion on 
Com pany G ’s right. Thirty-five 
H ips were killed by men of Com­
pany G. The 593rd Field Artillery 
fired  1,216 rounds.
April 1&—The 25th'» 1st B attal­
ion continued Its operations with 
the 3rd Battalion, 132nd Infantry, 
in occupying and organizing Hills 
165. 500 and 501.
April 27—Com pany A  moved to 
occupy Hill 150, encountered no 
opposition and left one platoon 
there as an outpost.
April 29— 25th CT relieved from 
attachment to X IV  Corps and 
placed under operational control 
o f the Commanding General, 
Am erical Division. Brigadier Gen­
eral Leonard R. B oyd assumed 
command o f the Provisional Bri­
gade, 93rd Infantry Division.
May 6— Com pany B m oved out 
to Hill 150, w ith  the mission of 
conducting a reconnaissance in 
force  and around Hill 350 then 
to occupy Hill 350. 93rd Recon­
naissance Troop com pleted its 
mapping mission of the Kuma 
Road; Engineer w ork  routine, also 
593rd Field Artillery.
May 11— Company B on Hill 350 
was relieved by a platoon of Com­
pany L. The platoon of Company 
i, operating east or Hill 150, re­
turned to the Outpost Line o f Re­
sistance after destroying much 
enem y ammunition. Another pla­
toon of Company I m oved east of 
the Saua River with the mission 
o f reconnoitering the East-West 
Trail between the Saua River and 
the Reini River.
May 15— Cannon Company, 25th 
Infantry, fired on tw o check 
points. Malarial control function­
ing in an excellent manner.
May 16— The 593rd Field Artil­
lery scored direct hits on a Jap 
pill box. Men o f 93rd Reconnais­
sance Troop, operating between 
the Saua and Reini Rivers, made 
contact with the enemy three 
times during the morning The 
patrol withdrew and called for ar­
tillery fire.
May 17—The 93d Reconnaissance 
Troop, in continuing on mission to 
Reini River, was ambushed in the 
morning by an unestimated num­
ber o f Japs 600 yards west o f the 
river, w ho used machine guns and 
mortars. Three men of the troop 
were killed and three were wound- 
jed. In addition, seven men and 
one o fficer w ere missing, 
i May 18— Com pany I m oved out 
!in the morning, with the mission 
to proceed to the area where the 
Reconnaissance Troop had made 
contact, clear out all Jap opposi­
tion west of the Reini R iver along 
the East W est Trail, recover the 
bodies o f those men killed in ac­
tion the preceding day, and locate 
those missing in action.
May 19— Company I continued 
on its assigned mission. The 1st 
platoon and Headquarters Detach­
ment, 318th Combat Engineers 
alerted to m ove from Bougainville 
im mediately. During its operation 
on Bougainville, Com pany A  of 
the 318th com pleted 10.4 miles of 
road, constructed four bridges, 500 
,feet o f corduroy road, eight barrel 
culverts, four w ooden culverts, in 
addition to tw o water-tank towers 
and shelter for  -the 318th Medical 
Battalion.
The 2nd Battalion, 25th Infantry 
also was relieved and ordered to a 
staging area for movement to 
Green Island. Other units of the 
25th CT also were alerted for ear); 
s h i p m e n t . ____________________
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24th Regiment, 761st Draw 
High Praise In Saipan Fight
Bv Associated Negro Press 
W A S H IN G T O N , D. C.— B ecau se  the co n d u ct  o f  the 24th In ­
fan try  R egim en t on  Saipan  w as “ so m e r ito r iou s  as to  be  deem ed 
w o rth y  o f  sp ecia l m e n tio n ,”  the re p o rt  o f  the in sp ector  g en era l’s 
o f f ic e  to o k  the unusual tact o f  s in g lin g  ou t th is ou tfit  fo r  high 
praise, acting  S ecreta ry , R ob ert P . P atterson  d isclo sed  at his 
w e e k ly  press co n fe re n ce  on  T h ursd ay.
T h e secretary  to o k  the o cca s ­
ion  a lso to  speak  o f  the “ sue- recen t en gagem en ts  in  the v ic i -  
cess”  o f  N eg ro  so ld iers  figh tin g  n ity  o f  D ieu ze, M o rv ille  Les V ic  
u n d er M aj. G en . M . S. E ddy, and G u eb lin g , en titled  them  
corp s  com m a n d er  o f  the 761st su re ly  to  con sid er  th em selves 
tank batta lion  in  E u rope. 'th e  v eteran  761st.”
T h e 24th is in th e P a c if ic . T h e ! T h is ba tta lion  is o f fic e r e d  by  
rep ort o f  the t  G . w as this: seven  w h ite , and 32 N egro  o f f i -
“ U pon  a rriva l at Saipan , the c e r s - 
24th In fa n try  w as g iv en  the task 
o f  c lea r in g  the island  o f  a ll J a p ­
anese n ot p r e v io u s ly  su b ju gated .
S in ce  then  th is reg im en t is 
cred ited  w ith  h a v in g  k ille d  o i 
captnred  an im p ress iv e  n um ber 
o f  the en em y, and ev en  tod a y  is 
en gaged  in con tin u ou s  p a tro llin g  
and  ju n g le  figh tin g . T h e m ora le  
o f  th is reg im en t is h igh , its d is ­
c ip lin e  is e x ce lle n t , and it has 
d e fin ite ly  dem on stra ted  w hat 
can  be a ccom p lish ed  w ith  N egro 
so ld ie rs .”
T he reg im en t w as established 
as on e  o f  fo u r  N egro  regim ents 
in the regu la r  A rm y  in  1869, its 
orig ina l org an iza tion  d a t i n g  
back  to 1866. A s ea r ly  as 1889, 
tw o  en listed  m en  o f  the 24th had 
been  a w a rd ed  the M ed al o f  H on ­
or. T h e 24th p a rtic ip a ted  in  the 
Indian , Spanish  A m erica n  and 
W o r ld  W ar I.
T h e  tank  ou tfit  w as co m m e n d ­
ed in  th e rep ort o f  G en. E ddy.
“ T h e speed  w ith  w h ich  th ey  
adapted  th em selves  to  th e  fro n t 
lin e  u n d er m ost ad verse  w ea th er 
co n d it io n s ,”  he rep orted , “ the 
g a lla n try  w ith  w h ich  th ey  fa ced  
som e o f  G erm a n y ’s fin est troops , 
and the co n fid e n t sp irit w ith  
w h ich  th ey  em erg ed  fr o m  their
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93rd O f f i c ers Prom ote d
Unit's ‘Mopping Up’ Job 
On Two Fronts Near End
B y B ILL Y  R O W E , Courier W ar Correspondent
SO M EW H ERE IN TH E N E T H E R I.A N D  EAST IN D IE S—(By 
Cable)—The N in ety : th ird  Division ’s concentrated drive against Japa­
nese remnants on tw o  lron ts  continued with success during the week 
Action centered around several mil<i scrim mages. Eight enemy troops
" w ere Killed and  a large  num bei 
w ounded.
The biggest fight took place on 
an outpost island where Tan 
Doughboys ran into fifteen well 
armed and organized Japanese 
Four of the enemy troops were 
killed and several others wounded 
ENEM Y IN GOOD FORM
On the same base the enemy 
staged harrassing night attacks. In 
several tries, the Japanese dropped 
eighteen rounds of .55 mm. mortal- 
shells within the matn perimeter, 
causing neither damage nor casu­
alties.
Enem y forces here are in good 
form, fighting back at the Tan 
Yanks with light and heavy m a­
chine guns, small arms, mortars 
and grenades. It is only a matter 
o f time before the m opping up 
program is com pleted by the Nine­
ty-third. A Japanese food supply
dump has been discovered and d e -.a,-
stroved and enemy defensive onera-T |ia° d ^ s Harkless, Texas S/, 
tions have been reduced to a mini- c
mum. All outside supply lines have 
been severed, and contrary to To­
kyo radio reports, no reinforce­
ments have been landed on the 
island.
F E W  W IT H  ENOUGH POINTS
Behind the lines, the point sys­
tem has becom e the ch ief source 
o f interest. Though overseas six­
teen months, the division has seen 
far less com bat than other veteran 
outfits in this theatre, despite the 
fact that it has been given credit 
for service in three active com bat 
sectors.
Few  o f  its men and officers have 
enough points for  im m ediate rede­
ployment. Those men with eighty- 
five or m ore points already have 
been alerted to leave upon arrival 
o f replacements.
CAPTAIN  GETS M EDAL
F or m eritorious service in direct 
support o f com bat against the ene­
my, Capt. W illiam  T. Ray, Cleve­
land, Ohio, was awarded the Bronze ___ ________________
Star medal. Enlisted men receiv- roster o f field  grade officers i 
|ing the medal w ere: First Sgt. Ihistory.
Theodore R . Lewis, Columbia, S.< 
T /S gt. R obert W infield, Texas, 
W arrant O fficer (j.g.) Alonzo We 
ver, Memphis, Tenn.
The Soldier’s Medal was awa 
to T /5  James E. Davis, Po 
mouth, Ohio. He saved a comrad 
life
PIT TSB U R G H E R  
PR O M O T E D  TO M AJO R
Prom oted to the rank o f major, 
George W . M cK inney o f Pittsburgh 
becom es the only such ranking col­
ored o fficer  in the Adjutant Gen­
eral’s Department in this theatre.
Prom oted from first lieutenant 
captain were George N. Leigh 
of Boston ; James E. Shelton, Na 
ville, A rk.; R ichard A. Zande 
Pine B luff, A rk.; Em ile J. 
Branche, New Orleans; Leonard 
Martin, New Jersey; John B. 
Millan, Akron, Ohio; Clarence 
Murray. New York, and Glousl 
J. Smith, Kokom o, Ind.
The division now has the
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IDENTIFY 93RD DIVISION PATROL 
WHICH CAPTURED JAP COLONEL
H E A D Q U A R T E R S, S O U T H ­
W E S T  PA C IFIC  A R E A  —  The 
names o f  the nine-m an patrol o f  
the 93rd In fan try  Division, who 
recen tly  flushed out o f  the hills o f  
M orotai Island the highest rank­
ing Japalfese officer ever taken 
alive the Southwest Pacific cam ­
paign, w ere announced M onday by 
the W ar D epartm ent.
Col. Ouchi, com m ander o f  the 
rem aining Japanese on  M orotai, 
w here the 93rd has been engaged 
in m opping-up operations, was 
discovered and captured as he lay 
fa ce  down in the ju ngle . A t  least 
nine m em bers o f  his personal 
guard w ere killed by  the patrol, 
which returned to  its base w ith­
ou t losing a man.
M em bers o f  the patrol w ere Lt.
Col. Jack C. M cK innie, Pineville,
L a .; M aj. Stanley A . M eydn, 4226 
B eaver street, F t. W ayne, In d .;
M aj. P everil O. Settle, Jr., Ft.
W orth , T e x .; Capt. John T . P ierce 
III, R ocport, Mo., w hite, and Sgt.
A lfon so  D illon, Jackson, T e n n .;
T /3  Z. J. Nakanishi, New" Y ork  
C ity ; Cpl. A lbert M orrison , Tam ­
pa, F la .; P fc . R obert Sloan,.C lovis,
N. M .; and P fc . R obert A . Uvanz,
Oakland, Calif.
K eep  up with the latest in newspietures
7 T
from all over the world by followiny the
- r y -------
C A L M 1 OR  N I A
E AG L E
For local picture coverage, social and civil 
organizations as well as advertisers, call
ADams 9770 for a staff photographer. Remem­
ber, if it's newspicture material fit to print,
you'll find if in the EAGLE'S rapdly growing 
Newsphoto Section!
ICTORY IN THE PACIFIC
Record of Negro Achievement 
In the W a r Against the Japs
E v e r  s in ce  D e c e m b e r  8, 1941, w h e n  P r iv a te  R o b e r t  H . B r o o k s  b e ca m e  th e  fir s t  
m e m b e r  o f  th e  A r m o r e d  F o r c e , a n d  p ro b a b ly  th e  A m e r ic a n  A r m y , to  lo se  h is  l i fe  a t  
F o r t  S to t s e n b u r g  in  th e  P h ilip p in e s , N e g r o  so ld ie rs  have c o n tr ib u te d  b lo o d , s w e a t  a n d  
t e a r s  t o  th e  ca u s e  o f  f r e e d o m  in  th e  P a c i f i c . ,  f
E v e r  s in ce  A p r i l ,  1942, w h e n  s w a r th y  N e g r o  E n g in e e r s  s t re a m e d  a s h o r e  f r o m  
la n d in g  c r a f t  t o  w h ip  o u t  steel c a rp e ts  on  N e w  G u in e a  f o r  th e  .r e ce p t io n  o f  p la n e s  
o f  th e  19th B o m b a r d m e n t  G ro u p , N e g r o  so ld ie rs  h a v e  a ss isted  m a te r ia lly  in  a v e n g in g  
th e  in fa m y  o f  P e a r l  H a rb o r , p e rp e tra te d  b y  the  J a p a n e se  less th a n  f o u r  m o n th s  e a r lie r .
X
T h e  24 th  I n fa n t r y  R e g im e n t  w a s  th e  fir s t  a l l -N e g r o  c o m b a t  u n it  t o  fa c e  th e  N ip ­
p o n e se  w h e n  it  la n d ed  in  th e  N e w  G e o r g ia  Is la n d s  t w o  d a y s  b e fo r e  th e  B a ttle  o f  th e  
C o r a l S ea , M a y  4-7, 1942. M en  o f  th is  o r g a n iz a t io n  h a v e  been  s in g le d  o u t  b y  th e  I n ­
s p e c to r  G e n e ra l o f  th e  A r m y  f o r  th e ir  e x c e p t io n a lly  m e r it o r io u s  c o n d u c t  in  r o u t in g  
th e  e n e m y  f r o m  S a ip a n  in  th e  M a ria n a s .
O n  D e c e m b e r  1, 1942, N e g r o  so ld ie rs  w e r e  in c lu d e d  in th e  fir s t  c o n t in g e n t  o f  A m e r ­
ica n  t r o o p s  t o  a r r iv e  a t  L e d o  in  In d ia  t o  c o n s t r u c t  th e  fa m e d  L e d o  (n o w  S t ilw e ll)  
R o a d . U t il iz in g  a  h a n d fu l o f  b u lld o z e rs  a n d  a  fle e t  o f  d e la p id a te d  B r it ish  lo r r ie s ,  th e  
N e g r o  E n g in e e r s  h a d  p u s h # ! th e  ro a d  15 m iles  in to  th e  P a tk a is  b y  J a n u a ry  1, 1943.
A s  ea rly  as J a n u a ry  2,t, 1943, ten  N e g r o  u n its , r a n g in g  f r o m  E n g in e e r  t o  C h e m - t 
leal W a r fa r e  S e r v ic e  ou tfit* , had  b e e n  co m m e n d e d  b y  G en era l M a c A r t h u r  f o r  th e ir  | 
" c o u r a g e ,  s p ir it  a n d  d e v o t io n  to d u ty ”  in  e x p e llin g  th e  e n e m y  fr o m  P a p u a , N e w  G u in e a , j
F o r  e x t r a o r d in a r y  h e ro is m  d isp la y e d  at P o r d o c h  H a r b o r , N e w  G u in ea , o n  M a r ch  I  
8, l94o| P r iv a t e  G e o r g e  W a tso n .. ^  A la b a m a , r e ce iv e d  th e  D is t in g u is h e d
S e r v ic e  C r o s s  p o s th u m o u s ly . S in ce  th a t  tim e  th e  n u m b r r - o f  d e co r a te d  s o ld ie r s  o f  c o lo r  
h a s becofft'e l e g i s t
In  A p r i l ,  1944. th e  9 3 rd  I n fa n tr y  D iv is io n  h a d  its  f ir s t  ta s te  o f  a c t io n  a t  E m p r e s s  
A u g u s ta  B a y  o n  B o u g a in v ille  Is la n d  in  th e  S o lo m o n s . B y  th e  e n d  o f  th a t  m o n th , th e  
9 3 rd  h a d  se cu re d  th e  S a u a  R iv e r  an d  a  p o r t io n  o f  th e  la n d  e a s t  o f  th e  T o r o k in a  R iv e r . 
T h e  D iv is io n  n e x t  w e n t  t o  th e  T re a s u r y  Is la n d  G ro u p , th e n ce  to  M o r o ta i  Is la n d  in  th e  
D u tch  E a s t  In d ie s  a n d  m o re  r e ce n t ly  to  th e  P h ilip p in es .
B e s id e s  th e  2 4 th  I n fa n t r y  a n d  9 3 rd  D iv is io n , s ix  o t h e r  N e g ro t  c o m b a t  u n its  h a v e  
b e e n  a n n o u n c e d  a s  b e in g  in  th e  P acific . T h e y  a re , w ith  p re s e n t  s ta t io n s : 207th  C o a s t  
A r t i l l e r y  ( A A ) ,  N e w  G u in e a ; 369th  C o a st  A r t i l le r y  (KA),  O k in a w a ; 742nd A n t ia i r c r a f t  
A r t i l le r y ,  N e w  G u in e a ; 234th  A n t ia ir c r a f t  A r t i l le r y , S a ip a n ; 320th  A n t ia i r c r a f t  B a r ­
r a g e  B a llo o n  B a t ta l io n  a n d  th e  372nd In fa n tr y , b o th  in  H a w a ii.
R o u g h ly  200,000 N e g r o  so ld ie rs  a r e  s ca tte re d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  P a c ific  a n d  F a r  E a s t , 
f r o m  N o u m e a , N e w  C a le d o n ia  t o  C a lcu tta , I n d ia ; f r o m  K u n m in g , C h in a  t o  A t t u  
Is la n d  in  th e  A le u t ia n  ch a in . T h e y  a re  se r v in g  in  su ch  h ig h ly  te ch n ica l o r g a n iz a t io n s  
as  th e  101st C h e m ica l P r o c e s s in g  C o m p a n y  a t  M a n ila  in  th e  P h ilip p in e s  a n d  th e  689th  
S ig n a l A i r  W a r n in g  (R a d a r )  C om p a n y  in ' th e  S u lu ' A r ch ip e la g o . j
T h r e e  m o n th s  a f t e r  th e  com p lete  c a p itu la tio n  o f  th e  G e rm a n s , N e g r o  t r o o p s , fr e s h  
f r o m  th e  E u r o p e a n  a n d  M e d ite rra n e a n  T h e a te r s  o f  O p e ra tio n s , b e g a n  a r r iv in g  in  th e  
P h ilip p in e s , a n d  m a n y  m o re  w e r e  a w a it in g  s h ip p in g  o rd e rs ; T h e y  w e r e  th e re  t o  r e tu rn  
p e a c e  to  the w h o le  w o r ld .
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200,000 TAN CI S IN PACIFIC
y *
Here's Our Record Against Nips c-
WASHINGTON— Ever since De­
cem ber 8, 1941, w hen Pvt. Robert 
H. Brooks became the first mem ber 
o f the Arm ored Force, and prob­
ably the Am erican Arm y, to lose 
his life  at Fort Stotsenburg in  the 
Philippines, Negro soldiers have 
contributed blood, sweat and tears 
to the cause o f  freedom  in  the 
Pacific, a W ar Department survey 
showed tris week.
Ever since A pril, 1942, when' 
swarthy N egro engineers streamed 
ashore from  landing craft to w hip 
out steel carpets on New Guinea 
for the reception o f  planes o f  the 
19th Bombardment Group, Negro 
soldiers have assisted materially in 
avenging the infam y o f  Pearl Har­
bor, perpetrated by  the Japanese 
less than four months earlier.
The 24th Infantry Regim ent was 
the first all-Negro com bat unit to 
face the Nipponese when it landed 
in the New Georgia Islands two 
days before the Battle o f the Coral 
Sea, M ay 4-7, 1942. Men o f this 
organization have been singled out 
by the Inspector General o f the 
Arm y for their exceptionally m eri­
torious conduct in routing the ene­
my from  Saipan in the Marianas.
On Decem ber 1, 1942, Negro sol­
diers were included in the first 
contingent o f  Am erican troops to 
arrive at Ledo in India to construct 
the famed Ledo (now  Stilw ell) 
Road. Utilizing a handful o f  bull­
dozers and a fle&t o f dilapidated 
British lorries, the N egro Engineers 
had pushed the road 15 miles into 
the Patkais b y  January 1, 1943.
As early as January 23, 1943, ten 
Negro units, ranging from  Engineer 
to Chemical W arfare Service out- 
i fits, had been com m ended by Gen­
eral M acArthur for  their “ courage, 
spirit and devotion to duty” in 
expelling the enem y from  Papua,
gainville Island in the Solomons. 
By the end o f that month, the 
93rd had secured the. Saua river 
and a portion o f the land east o f 
the Torokina River. The division 
next went to the Treasury Island 
Group, thence to M orotai Island 
in  the Dutch East Indies and more 
recently to the Philippines.
When the m ighty B-29 Super­
fortresses first took off from  China 
to hammer Japan proper, they 
taxied off o f superb landing fields 
constructed by Negro Engineers 
from  General Joseph W. Stilwell's 
China-Burma-India theater. In the 
words o f M ajor General Kenneth 
B. W olfe: “ They cam e with a bat­
tery o f  concrete m ixers and put 
on the damnedest exhibition o f 
Instantaneous concrete laying you 
ever saw. Beautiful concrete, no 
mud pies.”
Besides the 24th Infantry and 
93rd Division, six other Negro 
com bat units have been announced 
as being in the Pacific. They are, 
with present stations: 207th Coast 
Artillery (A A ), New Guinea; 369th
Coast Artillery (A A ), Okinawa: 
742nd Antiaircraft A rtillery, New 
Guinea; 234th Antiaircraft A rtil­
lery, Saipan; 320th Antiaircraft 
Barrage Balloon Battalion, and the 
372nd Infantry, both in Hawaii.
Roughly 200,000 Negro soldiers 
are scattered throughout the Pa­
cific and Far East, from  Noumea, 
New Caledonia to Calcutta, India; 
from  Kunming, China, to Attu Is­
land in the Aleutian chain. Sub­
stantial numbers are deployed in 
the Alaskan Department, Pacific 
Theater, and the China and Irvdia- 
Burma Theaters o f  Operations. 
They are serving in such highly 
technical organizations as the 101st 
Chemical Processing com pany at 
Manila in the Philippines and the 
689th Signal A ir Warning (Radar) 
com pany in  the Sulu Archipelago.
Three months after the com plete 
capitulation o f the Germans, N e­
gro troops, fresh from  the European 
and Mediterranean Theatres o f  Op­
erations, began arriving in the 
Philippines, and many m ore were 
awaiting shipping orders. As of
July, 1945, m ore than 500 all-Nep 
organizations were assi-red  to 
tions in the M iddle, / auth, 
Western Pacific areas. - /
New Guinea.
For extraordinary heroism dis­
played at Pordoch Harbor, New 
1 Guinea, on March 8. 1943, Private 
George Watson, o f Birmingham, 
Alabama, received the Distin­
guished Service Cross posthumous­
ly. Since that time the number 
of decorated soldiers of co lor has 
become legion.
In April, 1944, the 93rd Infantry 
Division had its first taste o f action 
at Empress Augusta Bay on  Bou-
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te,264lnArm y' 
On V-J Day
Most Negro Troops 
In Pacific Theater
•WASHINGTON.—On August 31, 
1945, two days before VJ-Day, the 
total Negro strength o f the army 
stood at 695.264, the War Depart­
ment announced this week.
This figure com prised 8.67 per 
percent of the total army strength. 
Since VJ-Day the num ber of Ne­
gro troops receiving discharges has 
kept abreast of this figure.
An increase totaling 1,220 in com­
missioned personnel is shown for 
the M ay-September period. As of 
August 31, the total commissioned 
officers in the army was 7,768.
The number of soldiers of color 
re*en]isting for service in the regu­
lar army amounts to better than 10 
per cent.
A  partial breakdown of Negro 
strength in the army as of August
31, 1945, follow s:
! In fantry  ..................................  48.861
C oast and F ield  A rtillery  19.819
E ngineers ...........................  135.584 '
A ir  C orps .............................   80.606
T ransportation  C orps . . . .  89,540 ,
A ll others ............................  320.854
| T ota l .................................. 695,264
C om m ission ed  officers . . . .  7,768 
In clu d in g :
D ental C orps O fficers ...........  116
Nurses ..............   479
O ther M edical C orps O fficers 576
C haplains ....................................... 257
S ervin g  overseas ...............  475,950
Including:
P acific theater ...................... 206,512
C hina and India-B urm a
theatres ..................   23.892
A laskan D epartm ent . . 4,726
E uropean Theatre .,...1 8 1 .6 2 0  
M editerranean T heatre 43.747 
A fr ican -M id d le  East theatre 585 
P ersian G u lf C om m and . . .  80
C aribbean D efen se
C om m and .....................  2.763
In clu d in g :
W om en 's A rm y C orps . . .  820
W om en 's A rm y  C orps . . .  820

P M ,  W E D N E S D A Y ,
Here’s How Negro Troops
Arm y Jim Crow Kept Them  in Labor 
Battalions Despite Combat Records
T h e author o f the follow ing article, a form er Infantry C a p ­
tain, w on  the B ronze Star for planning com bat operations on 
M orotai, D u tch  East Indies, w hile serving with the  93d  D ivision.
H e  w as a w hite officer in an outfit w h ose enlisted m en w ere  all 
N egroes. H e  w as w ith  the 93d  for  42 m onths, half o f  th em  over­
seas.
B y  D avid  L a n d m a n
Virtual suspension of Negro enlistments by the War Dept, is 
a continuation of its wartime policy of placing a higher premium 
on maintaining Jim Crow than in making efficient use of Negro 
soldiers.
The Army’s basic attitude is That the colored American is a 
Negro first and a soldier second.
As a result, Negroes will not be 
accepted as volunteers, except for 
certain scarce specialists. Instead, 
draft boards will take 19-year-olds 
and even some veterans from their 
rolls to. meet the September quota 
of 25,000 men.
Throughout the war, the Army 
usually dealt with its Negroes on 
the basis of color rather than on the 
basis of military efficiency, and the 
decisions as to the use of Negro 
units were based less on records of 
performance than on prejudgment 
of how Negroes would fight.
The much-advertised “failure” in 
Italy of the 92nd Infantry Division 
(Negro enlisted men and junior offi­
cers; white top-ranking officers) is 
usually cited as the justification for 
keeping Negroes largely in Engi­
neer and Quartermaster labor bat­
talions.
It is debatable whether the di­
vision failed. Gen. Mark Clark, in 
whose Fifth Army the division 
fought, said on June 2, 1945: “Our 
Negro troops were among our most 
valuable assets,” and added that he 
was “entirely satisfied” with the 
92nd. The division was on the line 
from October, 1944, till VE-Day, 
and fought from Arno to Genoa. 
There must have been some merit 
in its performance.
The principal reverses suffered 
by the 92nd were at Christmas, 
1944, when American troops were 
taking a beating in bloody Bas- 
togne as well. But prior to this time:
iJ In August and September, 
1943, the Army broke up Air Base 
Security battalions with Negro en­
listed personnel which had been 
developed as hard-hitting mechan­
ized infantry, skilled in the use of 
all weapons. These trained infan­
trymen were sent to Engineer and 
Quartermaster labor outfits—be­
cause the Army didn’t want Negro 
infantry replacements.
f  The Army organized and 
trained the 2nd Cavalry Division,
shipped it to the Mediterranean, 
there broke it up into service units. 
The division never fired a shot.
f  In June, 1944, during the cru­
cial early fighting at Saipan, the 
Army delayed for two days before 
flying two port companies to the 
beachhead, where they were ur­
gently needed to unload ammuni­
tion and other supplies.
Reason: the senior officer was a 
Negro. Not until a white officer 
was found to put over him were the 
two companies flown to battle.
f  During the Battle of the Bulge 
—Dec. 16 to 26, 1944—the Army 
threw into the lines Air Corps, 
Quartermaster, Transpor t a t i o n 
Corps men, many of them desk sol­
diers with little infantry training.
More than 5000 Negroes volun­
teered for infantry duty two weeks 
before the Bulge crisis, but bad to 
wait until they could be organized 
into special Negro platoons. They 
did not see action until March, 
months after the crisis.
In December, 1943, the Army 
organized the all-Negro 555th 
Parachute Infantry Company 
(which later became a battalion) 
and spent months training it. After 
repeated jumps and maneuvers, 
the 555th got its big chance. In the 
Spring of 1945 it was sent to Ore­
gon to fight forest fires for the dur­
ation.
Against the above you can match 
the following:
Volunteer Negro infantry pla­
toons served in mixed companies 
of the 1st, 2nd, 8th, 9th, 69th, 
78th, 99th and 104 th Infantry 
Divisions. They served with dis­
tinction.
Brig. Gen. Charles T. Lanham, 
assistant division commander of 
the 104th Division, said:
“I have never seen any soldiers 
who have performed better in com­
bat than you,” when decorating 11 
Negroes of his division, including 
Pfc. June Jefferson, Jr., of 343
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Fought to Get Into Fighting
“With the exception of one combat team, which fought at the tail end of the second Battle of 
Bougainville, in April, 1944, mopping up was all the combat the 93d Division was assigned to.’1 
Here first aid is given in the April, 1944, battle. Now the Army has virtually banned recruiting 
of Negroes, a policy, which Selective Service officials blame in part for the failure of the current 
enlistment drive.
Bainbridge St., Brooklyn, a Silver 
Star winner.
According to Noah Sarlat of 410 
W. 58th St., who was a medical 
administrative officer with the 2nd 
Infantry Division, “All the line 
officers and white combat troops 
that worked with the Negro volun­
teers had nothing but praise for 
them. This was especially remark­
able since the division was made 
up of men from Texas and Okla­
homa.”
Negro troops acquitted them­
selves well in other arms than In­
fantry. The 969th Field Artillery 
won the Presidential Citation for 
service in the Bulge with the 101st 
Airborne Division. Members of the 
761st Tank Battalion won eight 
Silver Stars and eight battlefield 
commissions. The 477th Bomber 
Group, led by Col. Benjamin O. 
Davis, Jr., was repeatedly com­
mended.
My own outfit, the 93rd Infan­
try Division, was never commend­
ed. This may explain why:
We were trained nearly two 
years as a division, in the States. 
We went to Guadalcanal i,i January, 
1944, when the 92nd Division 
was still in Arizona. The first day 
out of San Francisco, the officers 
earned that the'Army planned to
break up the organization into small 
units.
We never did function as a divi­
sion; in time the 93rd was spread 
out over a string of islands stretch­
ing 1500 miles. I left it after VJ- 
Day, and don’t know today whether 
it was ever reassembled.
With the exception of one com­
bat team which fought at the tail 
end of the second battle of Bou­
gainville, in April, 1944, mopping- 
up was all the combat the 93d Di­
vision was assigned to. My own 
infantry battalion, for example, 
never got near a Jap until April, 
1945, when we were assigned to do 
mopping-up operations on Morotai, 
in the Netherlands East Indies.
The 93d Division was staffed 
with many white officers who had 
no intention of going to combat 
with Negro troops. From the Gen­
erals down, the majority of the of­
ficers of the 93d were Southerners 
who believed it “impossible” to get 
Negroes to fight.
On Apr. 25, 1942, the day I re­
ported to the division for duty, I 
was told by 1st Lt. Walter C. Mor­
rison, a Louisianan.
“Lieutenant, you Yankees don’t 
know niggers the way we do. These 
black boys don’t want to fight, and 
you ain’t gonna make them fight.
And the War Dept, ain’t going to 
use them!” A year later, when Mor­
rison asked for a transfer to another 
outfit, the regimental commander 
refused to let him go.
Recently the War Dept, revealed 
that only 31 of the 9800 newly 
appointed regular Army officers 
were Negroes. Although the ap- 
nounced quota for enlisted Ne­
groes was 10 per cent of the total 
strength, the Negro officer appoint­
ments were three-tenths of 1 per 
cent.
The figure compares closely with 
prewar days, when Negro officers 
and warrant officers were less than 
one-tenth of 1 per cent of the total: 
14 out of 15,444 officers and war­
rant officers in 1939.
For a while it appeared that the 
special report on the utilization of 
Negroes in the postwar Army, pre­
pared by a board headed by Lt. 
Gen. Alvan C. Gillem, Jr., was a 
step toward enlightenment. For the 
report admitted that mistakes had 
been made in planning the use of 
Negroes in World War II.
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Charges of 9 3 rd  O fficers  
U n ju s tif ied , Says W a r D ept.
W ASHIN GTON  (N N P A ) —  A  
War Departm ent investigation has 
failed to disclose any factual basis 
for  charges o f race discrim ination 
made by medical officers o f  the 
93rd Infantry Division, Brig. Gen. 
Miles R ebel-, A rm y General Staff 
Corps, announced this week.
A t the same time, General Re- 
ber stated that the W ar Depart­
m ent had found nothing signifi­
cant in a charge that a shipping 
list posted on Okinawa was 
m arked “ white troops only.”
He pointed out that the com ­
plainant would also find “ shipping 
lists containing the names o f co l­
ored troops, in fair proportion  to 
their scores and relative num oer, 
marked ‘co lored  troops only.’ ”  
Only One Complaint 
Although sweeping charges of 
racial discrim ination were made 
in the case o f the 93rd officers, 
General R eber said, an analysis 
o f  the sworn statements o f the di­
vision ’s m edical and dental offi­
cers revealed only one com plaint.
This concerned the failure of 
the division com m ander to appoint 
colored  officers im m ediately to two 
key staff positions, those o f divis­
ion surgeon and dental surgeon.
All-Colored Setup
General Reber saw that the in­
vestigation revealed no overt acts 
showing prejudice and that the 
two vacancies were filled by white 
officers who were later replaced 
by colored  officers.
He also stated that the investi­
gation failed to show that colored 
officers had been unfairly passed 
over for  promotions or any in- 
stanceof a colored m edical officer 
being given a “ flop”  assignment 
or being threatened with court- 
martial.
W hen the com plaint was origi­
nally made on Sept. 1, General 
R eber said, there were four white 
medical and dental officers on 
duty with the division, but at the 
time o f the investigation the di­
vision had no white medical or 
dental officers.
ON LY TW O  IN T H E  A R M Y — Chaplain (C aptain) John W. 
Bowm an, Surrey Avenue, L afayette, Louisiana ( le ft ) ,  and Chaplain 
(C aptain ) W illiam  C. Grau, 10509 H arvard Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio, 
are the only tw o N egro Catholic chaplains in the Arm y. Chaplain 
Bowman, form erly  a parish p r iest in Lafayette, has been with the 
93rd In fantry Division since he finished the Chaplain ’s School at 
H arvard U niversity in Septem ber 1942. Chaplain Grau served at 
Lackawanna, New York, parish before being com m issioned. A fter  
attending the Chaplain’s School he was assigned to the 92nd Division 
where he rem ained until the D ivision was inactivated. Both went 
overseas with their respective divisions. Chaplain Grau was awarded 
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Negro Unit One Of Best 
At Airfield In Hawaii
W H E E L E R  F IE L D , Oahu, T e r - j 
ritory o f  H aw ii— T he 472nd Signal j 
H ea vy  C onstruction  C om pan y • 
(A v ia tion ) nu m bered  tw o men in ; 
A ugust, 1946, a com m an din g  o f ­
ficer  and a  com p an y  clerk. N ow , \ 
w ith a fu ll com p lim en t o f  165 en - j 
listed  m en, all ex cep t 8 o f  w hom  
are R egu lar A rm y  enlistees, and 
4 officers, the unit is considered  j 
on e  o f  the m ost efficient at W h eeler  ! 
F ield.
R esponsib le  fo r  su pp ly in g  the 
Seventh A ir  F orce  w ith  linem en, 
the com p an y  has a  s ta ff  o f  h ig h - ! 
ly  skilled  n on -com m ission ed  o f  4 1 
ficers w ho have trained and o th er ’ 
enlisted personnel to p erform  th- 
m ission the unit is assigned.
F irst Sergeant M ac S. W illiam s ; 
o f  B altim ore, M aryland, acqu ired  ; 
m ost o f h is know ledge  o f  c o n - | 
truction in the C orps o f  E ngineers j 
j in w hich he spent 21 m onths in !
the P acific  T h eatre  d u rin g  the 
w ar.
T ra in in g  Sergeant o f  the 472nd 
is T ech n ica l S ergeant Jam es Sm ith 
o f  A tlanta , G eorgia  w ho has been 
in the A rm y  since 1917. A  veteran  
o f  the In fantry , C avalry , Q u arter­
m aster C orps, and the C orps o f  
M ilitary  P olice , S ergea n t Sm ith 
is n ow  sold  on the S ignal C orps, 
esp ecia lly  in so fa r  as  its w ork  is 
related  to  the Seventh A ir  F orce  
at W h ee ler  Field#
L inem en  in stru ctor for- the 472- 
nd is T ech n ician  F ourth  G rade 
M atth ew  W illia m s o f  C hicago, 
w h o  is la rg e ly  resp on sib le  fo r  the 
new ly  a cqu ired  ab ility  o f  the m en 
to lay  pole  lines, five to  eight 
m iles long , in on e  w ork in g  day 
and to  set up an y  typ e  o f  p er­
m anent te leph one or  telegraph 
in v o lv in g  open  w ire or lead cov ­
ered cable.





P fc . Kyle F. Arncll, right, now receiv ing treatm ent at W alter  Heed Hospital here for whatever 
physical in juries he received from  Japanese bru taiity during his 32 months as a prisoner-of-war 
at the dreaded Santo Tom as Prison. Manila, is being assured that he will receive $10 OOJ from the 
W ar Departm ent by C'apt. Francis S. Beal, left A rmy ground forces liaison officer. The $10 000 is 
rem uneration for  back pay and allowances due h is w ife  and fam ily. They hid in the hills during 
the P rivate ’s interment.
America could never repay those of her servicemen and women who have suf­
fered, bled and died in this World War II, but a grateful country at least showed 
its appreciation to Pfc. Kyle F. Arnell to the amount of $10,000 in reparation for 
32 months of starvation and brutality at the hands of the Japanese in one of their 
prison camps. This is the largest payment €ver to be made to »n enlisted man by the 
WaT Department.
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25th Combat Team to
^  *
March Here Army Day
«U **
UniU such as the Artillery group shown above, who performed gloriously In battle throughout E u rop e , the desert sands of Africa 
and the swamps of the South Pacific to bring ruthless enemies to their knees, go to make up the 25th Combat Team which " i l l  
participate In the mammoth A rm y Day Parade in Washington this Saturday, April 0.
When the 82nd Airborne Division swings down historic Constitution Avenue Saturday, April 6, in the 
mammoth Army Day parade, in the line of march will b e  the 25th Combat Team , composed of Negro veterans 
o f  Infantry, Tank, Field A rtillery and Combat Engineer units reenlisting for service in the Regular Army, who 
will strut in a ll their glory before grateful American people in the Nation’s Capital to display the part our 
soldier’s played in winning W orld W ar II. Activated on February 20 as the 107th Combat Team, (he unit was 
;redesignated as the 25th  on March 21. The team represents the first such combat unit to be activated by the 
,War Department with Negro troops.
‘ With the formation of the ---------------- -----------------------------------------------  -------------------  . '
Combat earn • there Is re-(j*- Collecting Company, with a total
atituted at st Fort Benning like complement of 139 officers, 7 
first combat organization since warrant officers and 2,662 en­
tile departure of the famous 24th listed men.
Infantry Regiment which left Many of the enlisted men who
Fort Benning on March 2, 1942 
and performed distinguished 
service in the Southwest Pacific.
, M ixed  O fficers
Like the 24th, the newly ac­
tivated unit will be composed of 
Negro enlisted personnel and 
mixed white and Negro person­
nel. Commanding the ouftit is 
Colonel Robert L. Dulaney, San 
Antonio, Texas, who served with 
both the 45th and 44th Division* 
throughout the Battle of Europe. 
555th to Parade— 18 pt box . .
In other parades to be 
held in San Francisco, Cal­
ifornia, San Antonio, Texas, 
and Chicago, the only other 
eolored unit scheduled to 
participate is the 555th Par­
achute Infantry Battallion, 
stationed at Fort Bragg, N,
C., who will be in the line 
of March at Chicago with 
elements of the Fifth Infan­
try Division.
The Combat Team, assigned 
to Fourth Headquarters, Firat 
Army, will be completely organ, 
ized to include the 25th Infan­
try Regiment, the 571st Field 
Artillery Battalion ( 105-mm 
Howitzer, Truckdrwwn), the 
22nd Medium Tank Company, 
the 973rd Engineer Combat 
Company, and the 376th Medical
are to form the newly organized 
units have already arrived and 
others are presently under or­
ders to report, such personnel 
bing transferred to Benning from 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina and 
Camp Campbell, Kentucky and 
other stallions. The men are 
veterans of the 92nd, 93rd Infan­
try Divisions and the 24th and 
372nd Infantry Reiments. With 
few exceptions they are all vet­
erans of overseas service.
R ich  H istory
In remaining the Combat 
Team the 25th the unit falls 
heir to the traditions and glor­
ious record made by the 25th 
Infantry Regiment. The Regi­
ment was activated by Act of 
the 24th Infantry Regiment and 
the 9th and 10th Calvary Regi­
ments. In the most recent con­
flict tha 25th Regiment formed 
the nucleus of the 25th Combat 
Team which was composed in 
the Pacific of units of the 93rd 
Division and commmitted to ac­
tion on Bougainville in the 
Northern Solomons. By its gal­
lant service against the enemy- 
on Bougainville it won many 
honors and added another battle 
ring to its regimental colors 
bringing the total to thirty; in­
dicating the number of battle*
_____ _________l _____________ _______
in which it had-participated since 
activation.
The Combat Team as < ell as 
the Infantry Regiment which 
will be * a part of it will both 
carry the numerical designation.
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U. S. Negroes Helped' s 
To M ak e  Atom ic
W A S H IN G T O N —  A  Urge num­
ber o f Negroes worked on the atomic 
bomb. This fact was made official by 
an Office of W ar Information re­
lease sent out following the statement 
that the W ar Manpower Commission 
had recruited 179,000 workers for the 
super-secret atomic bomb project.
From Chicago a young Negro w iz­
ard of mathematics helped construct 
the deadly atom bomb.
That information came last week 
from officials o f the University of 
Chicago here where scientific research 
work on the atom bomb has been 
directed by Dr. A . H. Compton, the 
nation’s foremost atom expert, for 
the past two years. The result o f  the 
findings here t is said to have made 
possible the construction of atom bomb 
plants at Oak Ridge, Tenn., and 
Richland Village, Wash.
Among the Chicago scientists listed 
on the project were Edward A. Rus­
sell: Moddie Taylor; Harold Delaney; 
Benjamin Scott; J . Ernest Wilkins 
and Jasper Jeffries.
The youngest of the group prob­
ably was D r. J. Ernest Wilkins, a 
wizard o f mathematics, who astound­
ed the world two years ago when he 
received his Ph.D. degree at 19. The 
government brought the you(ltful 
mathematician here from Tuskegee 
where he had been teaching mathe­
matics to aid cadets, to devote full 
time to the atom bomb project.
In New York City, l?r. William 
J. K nox headed a group o f scientists 
at Columbia University. W orking 
with him were Sidney Thompso i, 
George W . R eed,' Sherman Carter, 
Robert J. Omohtmdro, Lloyd Quar- 
terman ar.d Clarence Turner.
The work of the Negro .scientists is 
known only ■ to governmental authori­
ties. The work of the army o f scient­
ists was kept secret because of se­
curity reasons.
(Continued on page 6)
Negroes Help 
Make A-Bomb
(Continued front Page 2 )
It is significant that seme o f the 
scientists selected were products of 
Negro colleges and universities.
Because of the extreme secrecy, 
W M C  officials said, the recruiting 
job was one of the most difficult un­
dertaken by W M C  and recruiting 
still is continuing.
! Unlike most such programs, which 
originate on the local level and are 
routed through state and regional of­
fices to Washington, the request for 
workers fo j the super-bomb project 
was placed directly before W M C  by 
the Arm y in Washington, according 
to the Recruitment and Transporta­
tion (section of the W M C .
■ W orkers recruited for the project 
were unaware of the nature o f th- 
job  even after they had been employ- 
fed some months, and U SES officials 
recruiting workers were told merely 
'to refer them to a “ highly secret broj- 
'ect."
i Of the 179,000 workers recruited, 
approximately 80,000 were for the 
IHanford project, approximately 90.- 
000 for the Clinton project and ap­
proximately 9,000 for alt the other 
parts of the Manhattan District ac­
tivity as it was referred to by thei u
I Army.
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